RG5324.AM: Klasna, Claytn Index and letter transcripts

1943

1944

FROM

Luella Jones
Luella Jones

Regina Engelhaupt

Marie
Maxine

Howard Temple
Howard Temple
Howard Temple
Howard Temple
? ?

Howard Temple
Cpl. Mac Nair

Howard Temple

Gerald R. Kiphager

Jerry Fiala
Toney Connot
Dorthy Connot
Dorthy Connot
Dorthy Connot
Dorthy Connot
Dorthy Connot
Josh Stewart
Dorthy Connot
Josh Stewart
Dorthy Connot
Howard Temple
Elaine I. Counts
Dorthy Connot
Annie

Dorthy Connot
Dorthy Connot
Dorthy Connot
Dorthy Connot

INDEX TO LETTERS

o

Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts

Elaine Counts

Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts

Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Felicia Bamby
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts

Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts

Graduation Thank You

Clayton Klasna

Clayton- Birthday Card
Clayton- Birthday Card

Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna

DATE

5-8-40
5-13-40

1-12-41

3-30-42
7-28-42

2-21-43
3-7-43
3-13-43
4-30-43
7-4-43
8-20-43
8-22-43
10-13-43

1-31-44
2-7-44

2-21-44
3-13-44
3-22-44
3-29-44
4-4-44

4-8-44

4-12-44
4-24-44
4-25-44
4-27-44
5-1-44

5-11-44
5-14-44
5-22-44
5-22-44
6-7-44

6-15-44
7-8-44

PAGE

NO.

12
13

14

15
16

17
18
18
19
20
21
22
23

23
24
24
25
26
27
28
28
29
30
31
32
33
33
34
35
35
36
37
38



RG5324.AM: Klasna, Claytn Index and letter transcripts

DATE

1944

1945

January

February

March

April

May

August

September

FROM

Dorthy Connot
Dorthy Connot

Gerald R. Kiphager

Dorthy Connot
Dorthy Connot
Guy Carstens
Jerome Fiala
Harold Klasna

Toney Connot
Toney Connot
Toney Connot
Toney Connot
Harold Klasna
Toney Connot
Harold Klasna

Jerome Fiala
Harold Klasna
Toney Connot
JeromeFiala
Jerome Fiala
Albert Johnson

Albert Johnson
Albert Johnson
Harold Klasna
Toney Connot

Arthur Stewart Jr
Harold Klasna
Toney Connot
Jerome Fiala
Alvin Tupa
Albert Johnson
Harold Klasna

Albert Johnson

Edmund Lampman

EdmundLampman

Alice Blair
Ann Garrett

INDEX TO LETTERS

o

Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts

Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts

Clayton Klasna
Clayton Kasna

Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna

Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna

Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
ClaytonKlasna
Clayton Klasna

Elaine Counts

Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna

Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts

Elaine Counts

Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna

DATE

8-4-44
8-6-44
8-9-44
8-16-44
8-22-44
12-16-44
12-31-44
12-31-44

1-3-45

1-7-45

1-10-45
1-17-45
1-25-45
1-29-45
1-30-45

2-6-45

2-11-45
2-12-45
2-14-45
2-19-45
2-2545

3-8-45

3-22-45
3-22-45
3-24-45

4-1-45
4-5-45
4-8-45
4-8-45
4-15-45
4-18-45
4-21-45

5-1-45
6-25-45

8-21-45

9-10-45
9-14-45

PAGE
NO.

39
40
41
42
43
44
45
45

46
47
47
48
49
50
51

52
52
53
54
54
55

56
57
58
59

59
60
60
60
61
62
63

64
65

66

67
68



RG5324.AM: Klasna, Clayta

DATE
1945

October

November

FROM

Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Warren Collins
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha

Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Warren Collins
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Warren Collins
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna

Index and letter transcripts

INDEX TO LETTERS

o

Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts

Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts

DATE

10-9-45

10-12-45
10-14-45
10-1545
10-1545
10-17-45
10-18-45
10-18-45
10-21-45
10-22-45
10-23-45
10-24-45
10-25-45
10-26-45
10-26-45
10-27-45
10-28-45
10-29-45
10-29-45
10-30-45
10-31-45
10-31-45

11-1-45
11-2-45
11-2-45
11-3-45
11-4-45
11-5-45
11-5-45
11-6-45
11-7-45
11-7-45
11-7-45
11-8-45
11-8-45
11-9-45
11-1045
11-12-45
11-13-45
11-13-45
11-14-45
11-14-45
11-16-45
11-16-45
11-17-45
11-1845

PAGE

NO.

68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89-90

91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99-100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115



RG5324.AM: Klasna, Claytn Index and letter transcripts

DATE
1945

November

December

1946

January

FROM

Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts

Warren Collins
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Courg
Violet

Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasnha

Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasma
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts

INDEX TO LETTERS

o

Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna

Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts

Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna

DATE

11-19-45
11-20-45
11-22-45
11-22-45
11-23-45
11-23-45
11-24-45
11-24-45
11-2545
11-2545
11-26-45
11-26-45
11-27-45
11-27-45
11-28-45

12-2-45
12-6-45
12-7-45
12-8-45
12-12-45
12-17-45
12-29-45
12-30-45
12-31-45

1-1-46
1-1-46
1-2-46
1-2-46
1-3-46
1-4-46
1-4-46
1-5-46
1-5-46
1-6-46
1-6-46
1-7-46
1-7-46
1-8-46
1-8-46
1-9-46
1-10-46
1-10-46
1-11-46

PAGE

NO.

116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130

131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139

140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154155
156157
158159
160
161-162



RG5324.AM: Klasna, Claytn Index and letter transcripts

DATE
1946

January

February

FROM

Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasa
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha

Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna

INDEX TO LETTERS

o

Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Kasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts

Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts

DATE

1-12-46
1-13-46
1-13-46
1-14-46
1-14-46
1-15-46
1-16-46
1-16-46
1-16-46
1-17-46
1-18-46
1-19-46
1-19-46
1-20-46
1-20-46
1-21-46
1-21-46
1-22-46
1-22-46
1-23-46
1-23-46
1-24-46
1-24-46
1-25-46
1-25-46
1-26-46
1-27-46
1-27-46
1-28-46
1-28-46
1-29-46
1-29-46
1-30-46
1-30-46
1-31-46
1-31-46

2-1-46
2-1-46
2-2-46
2-2-46
2-3-46
2-4-46
2-4-46
2-5-46
2-6-46
2-6-46

PAGE

NO.

163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174175
176177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188189
190
191
191
192
193194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201

202-203
204
205
205
206
207
208
209
210
211



RG5324.AM: Klasna, Clayta

DATE
1946

February

March

FROM

Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasa
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts

Vi

Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna

Index and letter transcripts

INDEX TO LETTERS

o

Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klas@a
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna

Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine @unts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts

DATE

2-8-46

2-8-46

2-10-46
2-11-46
2-11-46
2-12-46
2-13-46
2-13-46
2-14-46
2-14-46
2-14-46
2-15-46
2-16-46
2-17-46
2-18-46
2-19-46
2-19-46
2-20-46
2-21-46
2-21-46
2-23-46
2-24-46
2-24-46
2-25-46
2-25-46
2-26-46
2-27-46
2-27-46
2-28-46

3-1-46
3-1-46
3-3-46
3-3-46
3-3-46
3-4-46
3-4-46
3-5-46
3-7-46
3-7-46
3-8-46
3-9-46
3-10-46
3-11-46
3-13-46
3-14-46
3-14-46

PAGE

NO.

212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
220
221
222223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241

242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253254
255
256
257
258
259



RG5324.AM:

DATE
1946

March

April

May

FROM

Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Lois Jordan
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasna

Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasna

Lawrence Johson

Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts

Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine @unts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna

Klasna, Clayto Index and letter transcripts

INDEX TO LETTERS

o

Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Caunts

Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasia
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna

Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts

DATE

3-15-46
3-18-46
3-19-46
3-21-46
3-22-46
3-23-46
3-25-46
3-25-46
3-25-46
3-26-46
3-27-46
3-27-46
3-28-46
3-29-46
3-29-46
3-30-46

4-1-46
4-1-46
4-2-46
4-3-46
4-3-46
4-4-46
4-4-46
4-6-46
4-7-46
4-10-46
4-15-46
4-22-46
4-26-46
4-26-46
4-27-46
4-28-46
4-28-46
4-28-46
4-29-46
4-29-46
4-30-46

5-1-46
5-2-46
5-2-46
5-3-46
5-3-46
5-4-46
5-5-46
5-5-46

PAGE

NO.

260
261
262
263
264
265
266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273274
275
276

277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
287
288
289
290
291
292
293
294
295
296-297

298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305



RG5324.AM: Klasna, Claytn Index and letter transcripts

DATE

1946

May

June

FROM

Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Arthur Stewart
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasha
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasnha
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasnha

Clayton Klasna

Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna

INDEX TO LETTERS

o

Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts

Elaine Counts

Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts

DATE

5-6-46
5-6-46
5-7-46
5-7-46
5-8-46
5-8-46
5-9-46
5-9-46
5-10-46
5-10-46
5-11-46
5-12-46
5-13-46
5-13-46
5-14-46
5-14-46
5-1546
5-15-46
5-16-46
5-16-46
5-17-46
5-18-46
5-18-46
5-19-46
5-21-46
5-21-46
5-22-46
5-22-46
5-23-46
5-23-46
5-25-46
5-26-46
5-27-46
5-28 & 30-46
5-30 & 6-1-46

6-2 & 6-3-46
6-6-46
6-8-46
6-10-46
6-12-46
6-13-46
6-15-46
6-16-46
6-18-46
6-20-46

PAGE

NO.

306
307
308
309
310311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321-322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
331
331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340

341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348
349
350



RG5324.AM:

DATE
1946

June

Bonnie Van Haitsma

July

August

September

Klasna, Clayto

FROM

Clayton Klasha

Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasna

Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Edna Whidden
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Clayton Klasha
Bonnie Van Haitsma
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna

Clayton Klasha
Bonnie Van Haitsma
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasnha
Clayton Klasnha
Bonnie Van Haitsma
Edna Whidden
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Bonnie Van Haitsma

Bonnie VanHaitsma
Clayton Klasnha
Bonnie Van Haitsma
Clayton Klasha
Bonnie Van Haitsma
Elaine Counts

Edna Whidden
Clayton Klasnha
Bonnie Van Haitsma
Bonnie Van Haitsma
Clayton Klasnha
Bonnie Van Haitsma
Jerome L. Fiala
Clayton Klasna

Index and letter transcripts

INDEX TO LETTERS

o

Elaine Counts

Elaine Counts

Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts

Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts

Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts

Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
ClaytonKlasna
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Elaine Counts
Clayton Klasna
Elaine Counts

DATE

6-23-46
6-24-46

6-25-46

6-27-46

7-2-46
7-5-46
7-6-46
7-8-46
7-8-46
7-10-46
7-12-46
7-14-46
7-16-46
7-23-46
7-25-46
7-25-46
7-27-46
7-29-46
7-30-46

8-2-46
8-4-46
8-7-46
8-9-46
8-15-46
8-17-46
8-22-46
8-26-46
8-29-46
8-29-46

9-3-46
9-3-46
9-5-46
9-7-46
9-8-46
9-9-46
9-9-46
9-12-46
9-13-46
9-15-46
9-16-46
9-17-46
9-17-46
9-18-46

352

PAGE

NO.

351

353
354

355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369

370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379

380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393



RG5324.AM:

DATE
1946

September

October

November

December

Klasna, Clayto

FROM

Elaine Counts
Bonnie Van Haitsma
Clayton Klasha
Bonnie Van Haitsma
Bonnie Van Haitsma
Clayton Klasna
Bonnie Van Haitsma
Clayton Klasna
Bonnie Van Haitsma
Clayton Klasha

Clayton Klasha
Harriet Klasna

Edna Whidden
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Atkinson Nebr.
May 8, 1940
2:00 P.M.

Dear Elaine,

Nine moredays of school for me. We get out the twenty first. Mon the 20, we check our books in and
Tues 21 we get our Report Cards. Hooray.

Mamma & Papa said you could plan on 3 strong for the 18th or your graduation (But not to strong because
something mighhappen between now and then.) Do you think you can come back with us or maybe Richard or the
best yet both of you. Hope a Hope you can. Will we ever have fun.

| heard you had some bunnies, you will have to go some to beat me | have 27. My brovensameettage
as yours is making her nest (sad news beware). My vyell
We had him down the basement and | think it was to damp and cold and a bit of old age killed him. He sure
suffered toward last,felt so sorry for him.

I have four full banty chickens. Are they ever cute. | sure love pets.

There are quite a few mumps or bumps what ever you want to call them.

Mr . Long said to tell him that my heart goes pit a
Mamma and papa are going to Kansas the 3rd of June than | can come up and stay with you if you folks
dono6t care. This summer we want to go to the Black Hil

never seen (but papa has) wrote and noddhe would send me some Gladeola & canna bulbs flowers. One
Christmas he sent a box of apples and another time he sent me some Pecans and Hickery nuts he a jolly good fellow.
Papa met him while he was getting his cancer treated in Mo.

I wish you gooduick with your Exams today. Harold is comming in to take his this afternoon. Glad |

dondt | ive in the country.

Mamma & Effie are going to OO6Neil this afternoon.
out to Effies today. The poor Rabbltave to go with out milk

I donét know much more to say write now so will <clo

Write back soon. | like to hear from Tell Richard to write.
yours with love
Luella Jones
P.S. We have a shhgirl staying with us this is her fourth week her name is Isabella Walnofer. She is
cross eyed and long straight hair o boy.
Mamma got you a real nice present in Ob6Neil. Guess
Write Sunday so | will get your letter Monday

Atkinson, Nebraska
May 13, 1940

Dear Miss Elaine,
I f we come we wil/l be there for dinner but we are b

am going to get my hair fixed Friday and also bake an angel food cake.
Mother triedbaking one last sat. You should have seen it. If you would have tasted it you would have
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di ed. She wouldndét follow the recipe or anything el se
What happened to your little rabbits did they crok® Why?
The mumps are dying out thank be and | never got them and | never had them. Clarence thinks the children
from the music festival brought them. We never had any mumps before that.
| am going to stay after school tonight and work on my jas&dtcan wear it Saturday. Miss Kiker (our
Home Ec teacher) got me some wooden buttons about an inch wide to put on it. She got them in Norfolk. Is she
ever a nice teacher.
It is to hot to study today so | am writting a letter. | wish | was outaicgady.
I would |l ove to have you kids come but | donét want
senior normal traniers had to take her place. And | would have to go to school Mon. & Tues of that week anyway.
Maybe when | come home withamma when they get back from Kansas you can stay with me and Richard must
come up also. Tell him to write of course semester exams are quite soon.

Papa said | couldndét come up to your placénkin June
Clarence will. Papa was joking anyhow, | know him.
It is cloudy here today. I hope it dosendét rain to

One of the girls that stay at Jo Kramer did have the mumps one of the boys that stay at Aunt Effies has the
Pink eye. Theyra both going to school now again.

| wish you could come to school here next year. Would we ever have fun.

You know that little girl | was telling you about in my last letter. Her folks (they have 6 children) work

them awful hard. They justraisetker chi | dren t o work isné6t that terrible.
folks dondédt have many knives and forks. They say they
sorry for children like that. She actes like it to.

Sadne (I just got home from school) and we candt co

Papa to go to Savanna Mo. with him. He has a sore on his lip and papa going so that cansels that.

Did we ever have a hail storm just now. Broke 2 big wirglanwd 3 pieces of windows. It tore my screen
loose on my bedroom window.

We can bring your pkg. up Sat. We will bring it when we come. Maybe not until June 3 but you will get it.
Better late than ever. Hail just covered the ground and Papa justistarEffies. | wonder where he is at and if it
broke any car windows.

The hail killed all my bantys chickens and 8 other chickens. Killed all but 1 out of 12 chickens. Did you
folks have hail.

I am so sorry | candt wlasteamuopteatso your pl ace. I cou
|l sabella the little girl started teasing me about F
have her stop teasing me, | told her it was Robert Joseph Corncob Rammer. Did you ever hear of such a name. Itis
afale name, but she dosendét know the write name of your
yours with love
Luella Jones

Bonesteel, S. Dak
January 12, 1941

My dear Elaine,

First | want to thank you for the gift you sent me. | surely @ able to use it, and it is so handy. Each
time | wuse it 1611 be thinking of you.
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I was so sorry that | couldndét get over for Evelynbod
and the folks donét | i k eerthose rbads) at igbtb owever t amlsending Aldtle c ar s o
gift as | dondt know when 1611 have a chance to go to |

We had a Christmas program at school. We had a large crowd and sold lunches. We had to raise some
money as the Young Citizens LeagireSouth Dakota have dues to pay and too, we bought a water cooler for our
school . We ailVsa emowsght a MyTrscehool gave a number for t
Bonesteel just before Christmas. | felt pretty proud as our school waslyhenerclapped back for an encore. We
have started a Harmonica Band but our progress is slow as most of my pupils are such little folks.

| suppose that you will be taking your semester exams this week. We have exams every six weeks so | give
tests toolis week. | still give a little prize for anyone getting 100%, and do they ever try hard. It is the first time
that they have been awarded in that way and they really think it is fun.

Mama met Mrs. Emra Counts at Club one day. She surely thoughtitisewwere sweet. | think they were
wearing the dresses your mother made for thatdeast they were blue silk ones.

How is your mother? The next time you write tell her to send a little note along. | always enjoyed the little
notes she sent to school.

Well Elaine, | must close as it is almost supper time. We are eating early tonight as we usually go to
church Sunday evening at 7:30 for Holy Hour.

Give my best wishes to Evelyn.

With love,
Regina Engelhaupt

Butte, Nebraska
March 30, 1942

My Dearest Elaine, (or Mrs. Kramer)
Well, here | is at choir practice, and | am supposed to be singing but writing to you is more important or it
gives me the greatest thrill to write to you drfrom you. Doyouge what | mean or shoul d |

enjoy hearing from you. Ha. ha.

Now, who is your greatest heartthrob or is it the same one in Butte, maybe. You could of run on to some
nice |l ooking |l ad in Lynch. You candét never tell

Elaine you should dfeen here last Thur. & Fri. We got out of school on account of the great blizzard. |
suppose there werendédt | ights down at the hospital eith:

We just finished the frog in the keketon&allthenkatdndt do
had to be taken off first. Hope you dondét read this b

Guess what tamite we have the Musical doings in the gym. You even miss out on that. Elaine | believe
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you got sick at a poor time. Ha.

How | onesome do you get down at Lynch. Very, very
I tell him right now. Gee hebdbs been | onesome | ately.
guesses?

Webdre studyi mg iinnfainndi twiev esse nitn ylou a |l etter in Latin

think it was bad enough that you had to work in school. She even wants you to work in the hospital.
Well, Elaine (Mrs. Kramer) | must close for this time. Azz ever
Your friend (I hope)

Marie or (Shifty)

1516 AEO St .
San Bernardino, California
July 28, 1942

Dearest Pal Elaine,

Received your most welcome letter sometime ago. How is life treating my old pay anyway?

Boyl wish you could be with me. We woul d cel ebrate.
Furlough. Gee Whiz. he sure is swell. This is what we did. He got home on Fri nite. Saturday nite, we went to a
drive cafe and had a couple of cokes. Therd&ymorning | went to Sunday School with him and his mother.

After Sunday School we went out to the swimming pool. We came home about two or three o clock and he asks me
to come over for dinner that nite.

| went. After dinner went again went up in tlieuntains a ways. We went to San Diago to see his girl
friend. Got home Wednesday, so Wednesday nite we went to Redlands. Thursday we went roller skating and Fri.
he went back to duty. He was real nice tho.

How about telling Richard to write to me?eldan drop a few lines when you do.

Oh Thank you very much for the goods you sent me. | am going to make me a new blue house coat. | will
send you some of the scraps when | get it made.

| am going to send you a picture of me standing in front of a preken We have a nice one in our yard.

| go to a lot of shows only | wish you were here to go along.

There are an awful lot of jeeps, Army trucks and airplanes itc. here. Even soldiers???

We live on a hi way. Car go past here constantly. They siheted at first but | am use to it now. Well
it is my bed time. | will write more tomorrow.

Well nothing much happened to day only | went to the Y.W.C.A. We planned on going to the mountains
next week. | can hardly wait. | am going to our dance dinmea week after next. We are suppose to bring our
boy friends or brothers. So as | have nether one, my girl friend is going to bring one of her boy friends for me to
dance with.

You can make very good poems, please send me some more.

| stay home 4tlof July as usual.
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How is your mother? | hope she is better.
We | | I can hardly concentrate with three kids aroun
those goats of yours.
I havend6t had time to write to Raymond yet, but | p
Is Eva working for you now?
Well must close hoping to hear from you soon. As you know | wait patiently for one every day.
Your Pal,
Maxine

Howard Temple A.S.U.S.N.R.
Co. 249 Barracks 218

U.S. Naval Training &tion
Bainbridge, Maryland
2/21/43

Dear Elaine,

I guess you thought that | wasnét going to write to
now. | have been here for 2 weeks and 2 days. There is about 35,000 sailohrednwwe are doing a lot of
drilling now, but we start boxing tomorrow for 4 days.
We go to the movies & everything for nothing down h
we were riding in the model T. boy what a ride. How about sgnalie a good picture of you. | am sending one of
mi ne, if you dondt want it you can send it right back.
Whats knew around there. | bet it is pretty well cleared out now, by most of the boys being in the army
isndot it.
| went out for the armed guardssyerday. | will be stationed on a merchant marine boat. | have about 4
more wks here then | wild.l get my 9 day furl ough. I do
Boy | never saw as much mud in all my life as we have down here abéunshes. | go on guaduty in
the stoker room tomorrow night from-48 P.M.
Wel | I candét think of anything else to say now, bu

Love,
Howard Temple
P.S. write as soon as possible
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Howard Temple A.S.U.S.R.
Co. 250, Barracks 219
U.S.N.T.S.
Bainbridge, Maryland
3/7/43

Dearest Elaine,

Please excuse me for not writing sooner as | have been in the hospital for the last week. | am okey now.

| aminclosing the picture | forggto send t o you in the | ast | etter. I
I get one in my uniform. Thanks a million for the picture of you. It is sweet as sugar.

Onother boy and | are to appear for an auddition on Major Bowes program Fri. higigie we make it.

Boy the navy is swell. you sure meet a nice bunch of boys down here.

I get my dress & undress blues tomorrow, al so my se
or 3 more weeks. | go home on a 9 day furlough thgrassed my swimming test Thurs.

Fri. it was snowing real hard down hear. Sat. it was raining and the wind was blowing.

Not much to say this time. I havenét been doing mu
gang here are playingpimpon g i n t he barricks, so it is hard for me t
have to say good bye now for this time now, so good bye dear.

Lots of Love,
H. Temple
P.S. Write Soon

Howard Temple A.S.U.S.N.R.
Co. 250, Barracks 219
U.S.N.T.S.
Bainbridge, Maryland
3/13/43

Dearest Elaine,
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How are you? | am doing pretty good down here now. We went on a 15 mile hike Wed. It took us 2 1/2
hours. boy we were really tired when we back.

It is snowing harder than the (?) down here now, if it keeps up all day, it will get fairly deep. We were
supposed to have regi ment al review today, but we wonot
yesterday for Scarlet Fever. Somé us were supposed to go home for 9 day
more weeks.

| was on the rifle range Tue. | made 13 out of 15 shots.

Have you seen Florence Tasseler |l ately. she want ed
We had a Major Bowes amature hour down here Wed. night, it was pretty good.
We | | I candét think of anything else to say nhow, so

Always my love,

Howard

Howard Temple S 2/3 U.S.N.R.
Armed Guard Satbol

Gun Crew No. 1474B

Little Creek, Virginia

4/30/43
Dearest Elaine,
I received your 2 letters yesterday. I was sure gl
been out. | just hit port here yesterday.
Ilwas on the Battleship fiwWwyomingodo, the other day. I

more weeks. | just came back from Rio de Janero in S. America, boy | never been in a hotter place in all my life as
it is down there.
| have been thinkig of you and you are a very attractive sweet little girl, and | would love to have another
picture of you (How about it)
What do you mean | dondét care if your ever alive, vy
I 6m c omi ng eHlwiltbking a cat thetndxtgtime. How does that sound. Let me know.
Hun, how about sending me a picture of you in your evening dress. | bet you look swell in it.
We have a large British Aircraft carrier in port now, we are loading planes on it.
Wel | I have to go to work now who | 611 be saying, al

Howard
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From Somewhere in the South
July, 4, 1943

(9:30 AM Jul 7, 1943
Goldshoro, N.C.)

Miss Felicia Bamby
% Mrs. WaltCounts
Butte, Nebraska

Dear Miss Felicia,
Now | suppose you are wondering who could be writing to you from this far off land of the South. And

also how | knew your address and name. Well, that is a long story, dating almost seven years bastaryttisaa

woul dnét be of any interest to you and besides that s
I am a lonesome young man and am wondering if you would know of a nice young lady that would cheer

my life. A young lady about like you with dark haitdablue eyes, about five foot five and a nice dancer. Say,

come to think of it, you are just what | am looking for.

There is one thing though, I surely hope you dondt
guess | need notworry. Anyen as ni ce as you wouldndt care for cats.
course you wouldnét have a cat in the house or Il et it
the morning and find a cat sleeping on the fodhefbed. | stayed at a place one time and when | woke in the
morning, a ***** Jong haired cat was asleep on the foo
that cat.

Well, enough about cats and my dislike for them. | am sure you feshthe as | do about the creatures.

I suppose you are a busy girl these days with your
think | am jealous because | d&m not . I would want you f

your good times with me.
Now if you would care to correspond with me, just answer by return mail and | will send you my address.
Hoping to hear from you soon, | remain

Respectfully Yours,
?2??

Howard E. Temple S 1/C U.S.N.R.
Armed Guard Center
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1st Ave. & 52nd St.
Brooklyn, N. Y.
8/20/43

Dearest Elaine,

Pl ease excuse me for not writing sooner
before.

Darl ing, dodéta e¢ehat dewithesitop writing to you. I
knew out there. Do you still love me as much as you used to. | sure hope so. Honey, | lost that last picture that you
sent me. Would you please send me another if you ¢raere

, as | have

Darl ing, I hope you wondédt get mad at me but | am in
woul dnét give me a |l eave after | got back from my trip.
Model T., |  cetdhat. I 611 never forg

Where is Clarence at now. If you ever see his sister, tell her | said hello.

Sweet heart, I sure missed your |l etters when | was o

Well sweetheart, I candtbuthilnkg wds sanly@&lhli nlga ved steo t u

So long now Sweetheart,
All my love & kisses
Howard

Seymour Johnson Field, N.C.
August 22, 1943.

Dear Darling APunkieo,
As | havendt r ec dtervverate yaunl will tnysgaie.rl sutely hopehyeur rhistress has
not told you anything bad about me. Pl ease dondt bel i

we will enjoy each other very much. And now that your mistress is awdngr vacation and school beginning right
away, | am sure you will have more time to write.

|l suppose youbre very busy with he million and one
clean updo on those micevam wihteh ghadés ygrtaian gadks. s uklhs
decorate the top of the car so beautifully. They sure
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And some day when you have the time, jump up on Mot
red |l y enjoy that. Your mistress has a very ni<e Mot her
billies. o

Please excuse this short note but duty calls me elsewhere. Hoping your mistress does not fall for some
Atkinson lad and have thosepr Butte boys in the Alurch. o

| remain with all of my love,
Cpl. Mac Nair

Howard E. Temple S 1/C U.S.N.R.
Armed Guard Center

1st Ave. & 52nd St.

Brooklyn, N. Y.

10/13/43

Dearest Elain,

How are you? Fine | hope. Please excuse me for not writing sooner as | have been quite busy.
Well, my birthday is the 17 of Nov. I 61 1 be 18. g
| sure was glad to get your letter, it was the first mail | had in about 4 wks.
Honey,| wish | could see you, | have wanted to ever since | left out there. | just lay in my bunk at night
wondering when | am going to see you again. After | read your letter, | sure was longing to be back there with you.
After this was is all over with Ira coming back out. Shall I?

| 6m gl ad your brother got home. | bet you were sur
I havendt been home now for 4 wks. I dondét know wh
right out again.
We | | d a r lthink @f anything else to &ay now, but | hope you still love me as much as | love you.
So Long now Darling
All my Love

Howard
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Pfc. Gerald R. Kiphager
Co. N, 60th Inf. APO #9
C/O PM New York, N.Y.
January 31, 1944
Somewhere In Europe

Dear Pest,

Gl ad to hear from you and thanks for Raymondds addr
had a furlough in London, thought perhaps | could locate his outfit, but had no lua#.hishaddress that Dad had
sent to me.
Well there is not much to write about, saw lots of interesting things in London.
I like the English people very much but dondt have
Will close with my regardsotyour folks and congratulate Evelyn & Floyd for me will you?
AND DONT CALL ME GERRY.
Your pal,
G Kip
Jerry Fiala
4329 So. 20th St.
Omaha, Nebraska
Feb. 7, 1944
Dear Clayton,
Well hitwerp--Howdés ewgemwytthi you by now? |l &dm fine and rid
guy had a black eye too. HA. Well | guess that settled a few things that nite, including the girls too.
Say | hear you had a good time at the dance the other nite. Of course gettgay home at 5 in the
morning again. So you took the girls home. Good for
long until we will be home.
Tony wrote a letter to Dorthy and | wrote a letter also to Annie & Dorthy. Suredithéen along. Sure
have to kid Annie about Raymond S. HA. | knew | should have hid that picture. HA.
Went to the dance in downtown Omaha Sun nite. Was sitting in the music box & here Alvin Tupa walked
up. Sure was surprised to see him. | guesséhrother boys came down here just roaming around.
Well were still working at Swift & Ilike it fairly w
Well Clayton the other two guys here, | mean Tony & Lloyd, want to go to sleep, so | gudss siget
off. | can tell you more about our experiences when | get home.
Tony sends his best regards along to you and he said if you come down here, be sure to bring a lot of
money along. Well be home, our address is 4329 So. 20th St.
Saw Merril Galletine down town today.
Webve dated Delores & Mary Ann Prokop already, and
dating yet. Not darkies either. HA.
Sure kidded Annie & Dorthy about the negro gals | dated. Ask them about it & see what they say.?
Well answer real soon and | will do the same.
A pal -- Jerry

Sun. Eve. Omaha 7, Nebraska
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Dear Willie??
Say i f your coming down next Sunday | may go back w
runs out any way so write and may ean work out a Pat and Willie Home Comming Party. If you come would
you come with Galentine or your truck, or by train. Were having a Very good time down here and | wish you were
here also.
We throw stage parties and Gitérties Mostly Stage.
Wellpall 1 6d better go to bed so I can go to work at
We get wup at 5:45 around here and in case you donodt
Well your Steady
Lovingly yours till you get another??

Toney E. Connot
Spencer, Netaska
March 5, 1944

Dear Clayton,
Please excuse the delay. | worked at Carl Pearsons last week. And | never got your letter until Wednesday.
I didndt have any paper and | hated to ashkavanuehm f or s ol
news anyway. | sort of learned how to work up there. They brought me home Saturday morning before it thawed (|
hope thatoés right). -Hoxsthdedabhsaae he dviad kdtf rtom nkh eh enad d L
| suppose you have seenJeary r eady by now. He was here tonight (S

seen him, they bothToney and Jerry got a permanent, | think there pretty nice. You still got them beat with your
natural waves. Toney also bought a new suit, it really igeycu

Ray came up tonight for Helen. They went to Butte to the show and Toney went along, he said he was

going after Margaret Ann Prchal. Il 6m just wondering i
Jerry wrote Ann a letter before he got back and he askedhadate a week from Sunday. Which we

think would be tonight, because he wrote that Il etter |

before dark because his |lights didndt work, so she don:

So you had a good timediaSunday on your Grandparents Golden Wedding. | had a nice time at home.
Ray was here last Sunday because he drove in the ditch going home Saturday night so he stayed over night and then
Sun. afternoon Henry & Doris & Helen Louise took him home bechuse al so broke somet hing.
if | wanted to.

We already played a game of rummy. Papa beat by abouthmmelred points or so. | never could and
never will be able to play that game.

| was in town a while Wednesday (Mar. 1) eveningtdle but | never seen you there. Did you go to

Omaha? Toney has been trying to tell me you were down
but myself.

| really was surprised to hear from you, and | was glad to get that tt@etrsonally | think you have a
better hand writing than | have.

I will sign off for now.

With Love
Dorthy Connot

P.S. Annie is also writing Jerry.
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Spencer, Nebraska
March 22, 1944

Dearest Clayton,

Please excusedhwriting because | got my paper on a box and writing instead of on the table. Nobody is

here except the three little, so maybe | can get a line or so written. A person just has to watch these kids every move

they make. My wor kardnpdt 6moj easyonet hbhegotall the ti mi
| sure have been missing you. Thought sure you was coming last Sun. nite, but | know everyone has to stay
home off an on to sleep. Surely you have seen Jerry since-®enwas after Ann Sun. nite and they wenButte
to the show with Toney, Ray and Helen Louise went along too. | thought | better stay home.
Hel en Louise called me up today on the phone from t
to here from her. A thpyekmow.on dondét see anyone here
The fol ks said they were coming to town Wed. evenin
go down to the show. Did you go to Sioux City Mon.? |
miss milkingthecows uppose | would just as soon be mil king cows
tired of working in town.
There sure isndt much news. Reading this letter a
of all the @Al 0s, |l 6m using.
Well Clayton this will be all for now and | sure hope to see or hear from you soon.
Donét know when this |letter will get mailed, but 1|60
Goodbye now,
With Lots of Love
Dorthy Connot
P.S. Please excuse the scribbling.
Spencer, Nebraska
Tuesday Evening
March 29, 1944
Dearest Clayton,
Well, this time I 6&6dm not writing on a box soike the |
thought | would do something to amuse myself and thought writing to you would be killing two ducks at one shot.
Now you wondt have to go duck hunting | shot one for vy

| got my washing done Monday and it was not as bad as expected. Sure watgeddogo through

town horseback Monday, but | didnodét see you (Only joki
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What time did you get home Sunday Nite?

Plan on writing Annie tonight also. | was going up to see Grandma & Grandpa before but decided | better
write letters.

Mrs. Fisher igutting the little kids to bed. Clyde is down town. Stanly is sitting beside my trying to read
of f and on. But that doesnd6t bother me.

I donét think I 6m going up town Wednesday night unl

Thursday nite Mr. & Mrs. havetogotosem ki nd of a supper at seven o6¢cl o
with the kids.

Itis 5 minutes to 9 already and | started writing to you at 8:30 so see how slow a writer | am.

Havendt heard from Jerry yet. Di. What a laugh®y (ontale Anni e ?
four of us)

| sure like the snow. How about you?

Well Clayton | will be looking for a letter from you, and | hope soon. Sure would like to get this sent off
Wednesday morning (tomorrow)But | &1 | h a v e postoffigeebefore nine aha ifayau khow me 1h e
wonot .

Better stop and write Annie a letter

Goodnight Clayton
With all my love
Dorthy

P. S. Sure hope to see you soon. Please excuse the scribbing as usal.

Wednesday evening,
Hello; I didndét get it sent off but Stanly is going up t

Spencer, Nebraska
April 4, 1944

Dearest Clayton,

Well darling, it is 5:30 and | just got back from town. | have an agpwnt for a permanent at 7:00

tonight (Tuesday). I f Mrs. Sandberg doesndét calll and
me tonight, but 1 6m still hoping. I want edomet for EasH
home at 3:00 in the night and then have to fix their hair yet.

I just got back from town and Mrs. Fisher went down
She sent Loel down to get a hair cut and Phillip to do what he pleased. Mardaret with me so | gave her a
cookie so shedd be quiet for awhile.

When | was down town Leonard Fiala went by in his car, he waved the first time and then drove by again
and tooted his horn. Better watch out Clayton, but |

Last nite (Mon) about 7:30 or 8:00 | got a phone call. Who do you suppose from, the funniest thing, by a
guy named Clayton but he sounded like Gerry. He said he called from the farm. Just asked me what | was doing.

We never talked very long. If M& Mr s . Fisher wouldnét have been in the |
Havendédt been working to hard this week so far, just
| went to bed last nite at 9:00 so to be sure | was slept out this morning. Butsupppds¢ be out ti |l |

11: 00 or 12: 00 ob6clock getting my permanent tonight, b

Hope to see you tomorrow nite. I donét figure on ¢
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to come down and see me. | imaghmnie and Toney would be in town.
There really isndt any news that | know, as wusal, s

Good bye and Goodnight
With all my Love

and lots of kisses

Your Sweethearts

Dorthy

P.S.0.S(Please excuse thpeencil and scribbling. | had to hurry so | could start supper.)

Spencer, Nebraska

April 8, 1944
Happy Easter Sweetheart,
Honey, I just dondédt know how
|l dm going to tell you here

How much | wish you happiness
Today and all thgear;

But youknow how much I love you
So that ought to help you guess

Because you see, thatés just how much
| wish you happiness!

Love,
Dorthy
Lynch, Nebr.
April 12, 1944
Dear Elaine,
I dondt s u pxpextedeo rgceive a letierefrom mee, so | hoperttess surprises you in some
way.
I wrote this with a typewriter, but it doesndt work
al ways u the touch syst edak, teatsvayd can fedl if the lettehsénreach viord wr i t i |
I t

herefore in a blackout | con:
as any f can plainly see i f tskcay bbhdverggadod éhhedreitng,t
because | andt read either.
| worked in the field all day today. | was disking without a disk & | sure got regusted because the motor in
the tracor was missing and | looked & watched very closely as | drove aroundtleel d, but | di dndét f
noon. Wel |l because it was dinner time | didno6ét bother
dinner so | drove it home to dinner (and | do mean drove). It developed a stubborn sgelrsahd refused to
go, so | whipped it with a piece of barbed wire and finally got home with it. | was just in time for dinner and mom
had and extra big meal prepared, because she knew | would be hungry. My little brothers ate so much that some of
themgot sick. | felt 0.k- because | was awful hungry and could hold a lot which | did. All of us enjoyed the larger
meal though- | had 2 cups of coffee and the rest had a glass of milk.
| went in the living room after | was done with dinner and laidaascass on the davenport so | could rest
for about an hour, and in no time at all | fell asleep. The fall nearly woke me, but not quite. After | had slept for
about 3/4 of an hour mom woke me up, and | asked her why she did that and she said tledd hieadat wake me
if I snoted cause | candét sl eep when | snore. 't al wa:
Did you know that | was up to Butte to try and find you one night? It was a quite chilly day, even though

se
are too big or to smal
ool
c
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the sunwas shiningg di dnét know where you |ived for sure, but |
to the Counts farmod, sondt lsiang omapperd®od $hallf @amé ohuaclal
the future, if. 1l donét die in the past
| just glanced at the clock & noticed that it is now 11:20. That old clock keeps good time even though it
hasnét run for years. I'tés getting about the time whe]
dream sacks, close oneeyegn sl i p off to dream valley & if you 1|ike
You know many people dream every night, but | donot
never dream anyhow. | never had a dream & probably never-wily-- that remnds me of one | had the other
ni ght . I't sure was silly but was | ike other-sdolnédvte had.

worry because there is still room at the Norfolk hospital for both of us.

I f you hav e n darunighovn disease tbat causes stiffamihg of the muscles in the bones of
your fingers and arms then | hope not to hear from you so Write soon and bear in mind that | want to take you out
some time and prove to yo-ufydutkkrotvwhiatdmeadi f f erent than you

So long now,

Lovingly yours

An x inmate of some insane asylum
Josh Stewart

Lynch Nebr

P.O. Box 16

P.S. Donét forget to write soon & bDf &yddTushAndusWwidte
P.P.S. This was writ by hand & through tips in my own mechanical robot brain.

Before | go to bed I want to remind you not to use thi:¢

Spencer, Nebraska
April 24, 1944

DearesClayton,
Here it is fifteen minutes to eight and | 6m finishe

news, at least it is for me.
Darling Mrs. Fisher has to work in the hamburger stand Wed. nite and she asked me to stay with the kids

She said |I didndét have to, that she could work some ot/
thatds that.

Hel en Louise was in town today with Toney, they can
said herand Rayahd n 6t pl anned on going. I havendét called Jerry
to Bonesteel to the dance tomorrow just come | 611 be a
Wed. nite until 9:30 so come up ang,cse me awhi l e until then if | dondt see vy
chance to take your other girl friend Wed.

Margarate still doesnét feel very well yet.

It really ended up nice today after all. Sure was a nice wash day, everything dried dqustealled
Jerry and he said he would be in in about fifteen minutf

home Sun. nite? It was | think 15 to 1 when | got in. | sure am sorry about Wed. nite but | think it best not to go if
she tirned away from the church as they say she did.

I bet it wondt take me |l ong to get to sleep once |
Stanley isndédt home tonight so |86l get this letter
| dm wai tphgnéocalmy before | close this | etter becau

future boy friend. o I guess | should have I eft that ol
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| suppose | better write a little to the folks. The other day | told Mom not to werkyds would get home

Sat . nite and Helen told me that today. I 61 1 bet they
Jerry just called and said he would go tomorrow night (Tues) to Bonesteel and go to your place first to see

if you can go. He39abhddhéebddnbeombenétebous R&ids. I s

I donét care if you kids go Wed. nite or not. l'tds be:
Wi || close for now. And 1 61 I be | ookiihlgnow or you to

wedre going for sure.
| wonder why | write such short letters.
Goodnight Sweetheart
With all my love
Thinking of you often
Love
Dorthy

Lynch, Nebr
April 25, 1944

Dear Elaine

Will throw a few lines your way just to let you know that | am still alive, even though it makes no
difference to you.

I was down town awhile this evening Awowo, i s this
as the morgue. Justtodaytherewas &fl ow di gging a grave in main street &
to him & asked him what he was doing, & he said he was

in the main street of t ownughttbisgwas thedotforéhe rea cecheteryfia®ih o | 6 m s
really is dead. Yes, it has such an enomous population that | still get lost once in a while. Today | started down
town & after | had gone 3 blks; | happened to think that | had forgot the grocerydittiem| discovered | was lost
so | had to ask a policeman how to get back. Well | made it 0.k.
Then | took a taxi downtown. | got out on gossip st., & walked over to the store which was on 4th & scrap
drive. After | got my groceries and walked outloé store a young and very ince intelligent looking girl of about 19
asked me how to get to the other side of the st. & | showed her where the other side was, then she walked over to
the other side. | noticed her talking with another man on the stashg@i$t gone to & suddenly she walked back

across to where | was. S yoe toldvraesh other kide bftthe streeawiag over thereas s h e
& that man over there said it was over here, so which of you is telling the truth? Thanmadelisgusted so |
Afsaido, | ady before | give you any more advice it wildl
because when the ti mei <ohmerse tfhlad!l Il d6bre tcad &kd thlg of

| went to bed at 9.00 last night or 2100 Navye-t he ear |l i est | 6ve gone to bed
married.

I just | ooked at the clock & it | ooked-mh0a26d01l at me &
told it to be quiet, but it-Iwolnldéthet It hsaetnts uniyt swiiltl troe a
cleaning but, | think it will do it good. A couple of female juvenile delinquents asked me to take them to Bonesteel
tonight to the rat race but they are the kind that goes someplace nearly every nigheathdth@nything goes
attitude) so | told them where to go, but theyve already got a good start.

I was planning on coming to Butte Friday to get my
sure if that is the right day. | would like to gettibugh before | go to Omaha to work for awhile before | go to
Portland, Ore. where | have a job as electric welder.

Are you going to the dance in Spencer tomorrow nigh
dondt know of amyagepvhoawhdulgd cag tolkee@mecampahy to the west coast, do you? Well
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anyway | didndét earn the name of the Vagabond Lover t h:
Write Soon Must close for now
Tvas A micur
Josh  (over)
Pleaseaddress your letter me as follows:
Josh Stewart
The Vagabond Lover &
Love Wolf Incorporated
St. Adress
Corner of Gossip St. & Scrap Drive
C/O = PA- 4 brothers & sisters
This is my new address effective as of now.

Spencer, Mbraska
April 27, 1944

Dearest Clayton,
I i magine this |etter wildl really surprise you, I h
letters. | have counted only seven letters you sent me. Wish that would only be a thirchaditmpyiou sent.

Really enjoy receiving letters from you.

Got a card from Helen Louise today saying Gertrude
and that they may go to Fairfax Sat. nite (the big bums.)

Think | better go to bed.
How did yaur folks like the dance. Mrs. Fisher said there was quite a large crowd.
Jerry was in town Wed. nite and about quarter after ten he called me up. | told him | was home alone with
the kids so we decided he should come down and see me. Got here aR@aintiovent at 11:00. We just talked
and gossiped but I 6m not stepping out on you Clayton, :

sat in the big blue chair and thats all the closer we got. Ha!

He called Annie, but she was in bednsotold them not to call her.

Darling, |l &dm realling getting |l onesome for you. Yo
hear that because |1 6m always thinking of you.
To bad you were thirsty Wed. and then couldndét drin

Mrs. Fisher sure liked the candy | bought for her. Clyde and the kids bought her two pair of rayon
stockings. Her dad gave her a box of candy, and she got about six cards.

Better close for now and hope to see you real soon.
Itis only ten minutestoninedod1 | take this to the post office, the

Goodnight Sweetheart.
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Sweet dreams.
All my love -- Dorthy

Howard Temple
Creek Rd. R.D. #4
West Chester, PA
5/1/44

Dearest Elaine,

Youwil I probably fall over when you see this l|letter f
found out that Wwasengaged, but would you please tell me. | was engaged about 4 wks altogether. She was a swell
gairl and good looking, but she new Her family had plenty of money & everything, and she was to darn
sufisticated. Her mother was going to give $1,500 to get married in Feb., but we broke up in Jan.

I couldo6t pal around with none of my IKknewdodg es or eve
before | met her. Well it was probably all for the best.

(Darling), please excuse me for not writing sooner as | was living at the girlfriends house, and was working
in Phila. My address was at the girls house so if | got any mailthatshé n 6t want me t o have she
keep it herself.

Darling, I have been thinking of taking another tri
now, would you?

As for the graduation picture, please send me one, | want one.

Well, Darling, it is time for me to start to work, so answer this write. Remember | am not engaged, and |
still love. | sure was surprized to see a letter from you the morning. | got your letter about 10 min. ago.

So long now & write right away.
All my love,

Howard ATempo

MY GRADUATION MAY 11, 1944 Elaine I. Counts

Just A Great Big
Thank- You
In A Friendly Way
For Kind Rememberance
On My Graduation
Day.
Spencer, Nebraska
May 14, 1944
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Dearest Darhg Clayton,

Clayton | hope you wasndédt disapointed that | went d
I thought you probably wouldndét get here before 9:00 ol
kissed yourightinne mi ddl e of the street, but you seemed in sucl
lonesome | get for you and then when | see you it is only for a few minutes. Sure wish you could have taken me
home Wed. nite but | know you came withyoukid so | guess i tdés all right. Cl a
romance? I t 6 s ¢far.dliwender reow long iy willnastc Mrk. Fisher thought the locket you gave

me was so pretty, and so do I.
This morning the wo mergidsa breakfastandiMss. Fishevis helging semve it. Se

|l 6m home alone with the kids again. She is going to C
mi nd. | 6m getting rested for $aite (infoveiallsn . Are you reall
I f you come to town Friday nite, and it isndét to | a

bed about 9:00 or 9:30. After this rain the road in front of the house is awful muddy. Mr. Rosengreen is fixing the
road and he put new dirt on there. Clyde leaves his car North of the house on the first corner by the walk. Hope you
dondt get stuck.

I didnét get my |l etter finished this morning so am
scribblingl 61 1 try to clean my room a bit.
Stanley and Clyde just left for Duning, a town over a hundred miles from here. They went to get some
samll turkeys and they wonét get home unti/l |l ate tomor |
Sure looks like it is going to rain again. | hope not.
Bet t er sign off and 10611 write again when | find tin

Goodbye Sweetheart
With all my love
Dorthy
Clayton & Dorthy
Dorthy & Clayton
P.S. | thought | would get my money worth
P.S.S. Watching Jensans moving in over where Arendgdnout.

P.S.S.S. Thinking of you often darling. Write soon.
Signing off again.
Dorthy Connot Spencer, Nebr. | still Love You 11?7

Rembering Your Birthday

| 6m remembering
your Birthday,

As | love to, every year,

With a wish thatos
truly heartfelt

For a world of Birthday cheer!

Ann
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A Birthday Message

Whoever wrote this little card

Must know you awfully well,
6Cause | ook, i
AfYoubre absol u

It says that folks as fine as you
Are mighty hard to find!

Yes, sir, whoever wrote these words
Sure did have you in mind!

t says:
tely swell!

Love,
Dorothy
Spencer, Nebraska
June 7, 1944
My Dearest Clayton,
Thisreally means business seeing you | ast nite and writ.i
be to much for me onlwe need the sleep especially me. | am not very tired tonight and | also worked today.
Cleaned my room and washed the woodworks amchich e d t he hal | way. Il 6m ready to

are coming (Wed nite) tonight.

It is fifteen after ei-gjbstfinisheddvithimy workisptsotghtil wosld wr i t i ng
keep my promise & scr i Bbnevercah boijusteall it scriblaen t want ® finesmthisvr i t e
letter & then the letter | started to my cousin last nite so please excuse the mistakes for | want to hurry & if you are

not here by about 9: 00 or Gthebdstoficdled nite) 1 o0ll take t hi
Were you very tired today? I know us kids could ge
it necking. I believe | 6m getting use to the | ate houl

early tomake up for Sunday.

I dondét believe it wildl rain Friday so we can go to
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decide to go just go bacause Jerry said he didndét thinl
to fill the car with girls, which is easy for you.

Darling | see my second page is nearly filled with scribbles so | better close.

Goodnight Sweetheart, will all my Love

Here | go, Se Long & every breath a kiss
As Ever
P. S. | j off judt like | atedd leagei g n Dorthy

you when you are with me.
P.S. You know I 6m al ways thinking of yo
P.S. Darling | must go now & leave you my love.
P.S. Thanks for the hug it was a real thrill.
P.S.S. lItis never godaye just sdong wntil the next time. Love Dort.
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX Ttdlkealsoat mashye j ust XO&6s

Spencer, Nebraska
June 15, 1944

Dearest Clayton,

How do you like this for a change, seeing you five nights, and writing the next night

Donét mind the scribbling everyonedbds outside but me
comfortably and writing to you It is only 8:15 & | 6m
noon. Tomorrowgoni bt Graddpiakbe 1 f | have enough ti me.

or else get up a little earlier in the morning.

Helen Louise, Doris & Henry were in town all day and tonight Helen Louise called up about 7:30 & asked
me to send my caning sugar stamp home in the morning, so that means another short letter to write. She said Kelly
delivered mail today.

Annie called me today from home and asked me to tell Joann & Marie to go home tonight. The kids go to
Catechism School or Sunday 8chin Spencer this week & next. She said Pop told the kids they could stay with
Grandma tonight and then he changed his mind & told me to tell them to go home.

| got another call from Jerry tonight & he wanted to know about the dance. | told hinoRoh asked
Annie to go with him & she said she couldndt --so Jerry s;

he can feel proud of hisgiflr i end now) . Il told Jerry to tell Paul fihe
then Vivian came to the phone and told me | didnét have
as soon as Jerry came back to the phone | told him to say hello again & he did. Vivian tried to get the phone but

Jerry stuck hisfoototnd woul dnét | et her. So after this 1811 alw

Clayton, two pages is wusually all/l I write, but | gu



RG5324.AM: Klasna, Claytn Index and letter transcripts 34

| better sign off for tonight.
With all my Love

Your Sweetheart Dorthy

Dal i ng no P.Sé6s after &4l6lm goofy anyway so | hope you
ltds just Love understand my moving the paper
Phillip is asking why 1 &dm writing this way. so what s|

| say just Se Long until | see you again Darling.
My Love for you spel LOVE = LOVE

Dorthy
Spencer, Nebraska
July 8, 1944
Dearest Clayton,
Here | am, and | haven6t seen you for a few days.
would write you a letter so this is the last day ane liteis.
Wednesday nite | took Phillip down town to hear the
went to the show with Clarice, it was really funny and that is the kind of shows | like. Tonight | am writing to you
which you can see dn | hope can read. Must fix my hair for | hav
soul who with- not everyou.
Clayton | havendt any news and should close but |6l

time. How did youeel Wed. after the day before?
It happens to be twenty minutes to eight and | believe it is raining but | hope | get this letter sent to you.
Stanley is going down to Couchés & then swimming in
Mrs. Fisher has been feeling better but I still get my share of work.
I 61 1 sign off and waiting to see you as soon as you

Goodbye Sweetheart
With all my love and---------

P.S. I Love You Truly. | always did love that gpn
P.S.S. Goodnight my darling.
As Ever

Dorthy
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Spencer, Nebraska
Aug. 4, 1944

Dearest Clayton,

|l suppose you are in bed already snoring as |l oud as
with the dishes. Pop, Ann, Leona & | pulled cackleberries all day until about 8:30 tonight. Mom, Helen L. & the
other kids are canning apples and beans. Toney does whatever we want done and between times he drug the roads
today.

Henry went home with Ludemandbs Wed. nite so Toney & Helen L. went
left. It rained a bit here tonight already. Pop said we had the worst storm last night that we had in ten years, but |
slept right through it. Did your yard get filled with wateraad’

| suppose you & Jerry talked about 2 hrs. again Wed. nite after we went home. | forgot my overshoes at
Fisherds so suppose |16l have to get them Sat. nite. |

There is three pictures on the piano and they looka$damiliar to me. Who do you suppose they are?

What have you been doing to keep yourself out of mi

dondt know how to spell very wel/ but | aswrreow ake do st
have to haul bundles but Ann & | might have to haul gr
I started a |l etter to Doris & I better stop & finis
book & package of gum.
Well, now leteiflomwai t for a

Will close for tonight
With Lots of Love,
Bye now,

Dorothy

Spencer, Nebraska
No toothpick men Aug. 6, 1944

Dearest Clayton,

Here comes a | etter t @&oneloe sag goa started Sthaafteznodnthowleng ei v e d
does it take you to write a letter.

We started threshing Monday afternoon. Our hired men are Clay Mashino & Junior McKright. Pop went
down after Junior about 6: 30 [Bat.mite. &aboutii:00 bucile Weber wasnoét |
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brought him. None of us kids had much to say at first but more & more every time.

Today Leona & | went out to the field with Helen Louise to take lunch so we could up set the shocks so
they would dryout & notplug he machine, then we decided we wanted to
rack & brought in a little jag.

| finally got the saddle horse from the other place this noon & had a little-rédways afraid he would
buck me off f alrdeme floadrmdto uliedn 11 i2-benthat madesyou feelbadt 1 | 6 m st i
suppose you wish | would be laying in the creek but | hope not.

Areyouoveryourhangver by now but | know you are stild]l drun
&lwonder . Not hing happened before but | just dondét kno
|l 61l get drunk since it must not be bad if you boys gef
you even after Sat. nitait what did you think of me when you heard |
that the last time. But we were only acting silly.

Jerry wil/l be a man soon then imagine you two guys
funny Mg gee-

Nothing to write, Just gossing & scribble

I 611 seal this s oo Andstand ¢ntafiddle.

This just takes up space, So my paper will get filled,

|l 61l put-h@n my str &w | wondt get chilled.
Why hello, there Clayton, What do you de- ?

(@)}

How is dadyés son & how are you?

ltds 11: 00 odclockldbWw &8ozemento dglreaml and
And you wono6t hear |l dal pedpeam of you
I dondét know what fowondt go on explaining
Because | donét know no mor e.
Author Shakespear€onnot
Here | am in my right senses. I sure hope | get a
We plan on going to town tomorrow (Wed) So | suppos
course just toltabkttgovwouhoMgmt | HAd come to see you.
Annie is stildl up to Henryds so youdll miss her | et
Everyone is O.K. here and still kicking at every little thing. Better close now hoping you can read this
letter.
Love, Love, Love, Love, Love,dve Dorthy
P.S. | forget how to sign thse letters because | never get enough from pauling -- wrong or right?
P.S. I f you dondt write you wil!. be wrong.
P.S. Goodnight Sweetheart
P.S. S. Didndédt work how | wanted it to.

P.S. If you want me to | Wicome to town Sat. nite with the folks. Write if you can & tell me.

Pfc. Gerald R. Kiphager 89107196
Det. of Patients 4125 U.S.

Army Hosp. Plant Area #519

C/O PM New York, New York
Somewhere In England

July 29, 1944

August 9, 1944

Dear Elaine,
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Hello Pest. Received your graduation announcement in France. Thanks for it. Good picture of you, how
did you get so good looking since | left?

Well here | am in the hospital. Was wounded in France entdack to England. | am feeling fine again.

| finally gave up trying to find Raymond. Could not find out where he was located. Would sure liked to
have seen him.

Well there is not much to write about. So will close for now. Give my regardsitanyather and Dad.
And thanks again for the remembrance as you read this letter?
Love,

Kip

D.AS.T.M.ALK.S. Spencer, Nebr.
Aug. 16, 1944

Dearest Clayton,

Are still alive? Better be cause here ist@eliletter for you to read. Did you enjoy your trip? How many
times did you go to sleep?

You know we took Mandis Peterson along to Butte Sat. nite and | hear we might be in a little trouble. Pop
didnét think they woul Hadenédnyhbandg he us kndshe pényat
going to take you along & have a talk with Mandis. Annie was to Butte Mon & she heard it so called Jerry & Mon.
nite he came up to Henryés just t otsdenJemy!| ouldwritmmaree about
but I suppose he has talked to you about it by now.

Well, Annie & Jerry made the grade or should | say they broke up, wonder how long? The way Annie talks
it will be always except she would go with him a few times.

Today(Tues) is a holiday for us, we went to church this morning at 9:30 & then | went home with Henry &

Annie then us kids finished his shocking in about 2 hr
four & she went back so Annie willridetpeony up their tonight so they donét
Toney & Junior went to Obneill today because Toney

Jerry came over about 4:00 Sun. afternoon & stayed for supper then he & Annie went to the show & |
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plannal on staying home until Toney said | should get ready & he & Junior would go to town so | did then Helen &
Ray went with us. Really liked the show, you should have seen it but | suppose you had a better time with your
othergirttf r i end butcare. really dondt

Did your folks get the hay put up?

| have to write something so to take space.

There isndét any news but must file this big sheet.
AiThe Family Work?o
Pop sleeping

Momdéds reading & rocking
Toney buming as usal
Helen sitting in the rocking chaideniring up upswoop haido.
Annie reading this letter & she asked me to write about Junior next just so they could be together closest
shedl |l ever get to him fA?0 Wait till she reads this.
Junior is buming too.
Leona readindgunny papers.
Joann natcherly doing the same thing.
Leonais
Marie acting off.
Dorthy trying to write to you
With all my love,
Dorthy Connot
P.S.S.S.
I can come to town with the folks Sat. If you get a card from Ann burn it.
Spercer, Nebraska
Aug. 22, 1944

My Dearest Clayton,

Everyone in bed but mom, Helen & |, she wrote a | et
Jerry & of course it would be out of the ordinary if Dorthy sit there looking on. Welkpecting a letter soon
because it rained nearly half the day so you surely could have found time to write a bit.
What have you been doing this week? Monday of course we washed & today ironed. Helen Louise had a
cold today and Dorthy is getting onehére is a bottle of whiskey on the table so her & I tip it every once in a while
SO we can sweat it out tonight.
Pop, Junior & Toney went to town this noon and when they come home Pop just wobbled a bit & did

Annie & | ever have fun. He satonthesidewa & her & | carried him to bed it v

he should be pretty well over it. How long does it take you to get over a little drunken spell? Toney & Junior were

0. K. but they didndét hel p uanothewampkge.ds mi |l k t he cows so
Last night Henry & Doris came down to bring cousin Paully back because he was up there Mon. afternoon

& Norm is working for them kids now. | suppose being

chisle in on me. (Yo suppose | even have a chance). Anyway while they were here last nite us kids faught every
minute because they, Toney & Junior, were in the house while we did chores.
Of course Norm nor Helen Louise helped because Annie was here & we really made beabeéad a

blackeyeej ust a |l ittl e. Toneydés nose is still swollen he s
That whiskey is making me sweat already imagine | should be in bed but there is so much noise going on
up stairs alreadegd |I coul dnét sleep i f | tr

How many fish did your Mom & dad catch Sun? Your mom told me your dad just chased them away so |
was just wondering if his luck changes! (Getting my punctuation mixed up, you better teach me how to write)

I f this |l etter iusncéatn wrnidtetresnt awmid hw hsye nbggebadyasfew | 6 m j u
more snorts & | will be drunk.

Does Jerry still plan on a date with Naiomi? | know he still likes her at least that is what | thought all
along. Not saying a thing about you & Normfobve al ready given you my i dea. T «
go with Melvin about a week & then try to get a date wi
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Probably better not tell him | told you that or he will scold me & s in one ear & out the other.
Better close now Darling
Goodnight Sweetheart and sleep a little for me.
Lovingly
As Ever
Sincerely
Yours Truly
Dorthy
P.S. Did I get all the endings in?
Pfc Guy H. Carstens U.S.M.C.R.
Transport Co 4th Base Depot
Marine Sniper Svc F.M.F. PAC
C/O Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif
Dec. 16, 1944

Miss Elaine Counts
Butte,
Nebraska
R1

FRIENDLY CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

May The Friendliness Of Christmas
Making Everyone Feel Grand,
Keep On Spreading, Till It Reaches
Every Corner Of The Land
May It Find You In Good Spirits-
Feeling Happy Through and Through
And Remain Throughout The New Year,
Bringing Added Joy To You!
Love,

Guy
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Pvt. Jerome L. Fiala 37757877
Co. D. 150th Bn. 91st Regt.
Camp Hood, Texas

December 31, 1944

Dear Clayton,
Well here we are in the state of Texas. Jr. & | arrived Thurs. morning and Tony came Fiivaiigeonly
about 5 barracks apart, so we can see each other often.
How is everything with you. Did you attend the Xma
of been there though.
We start training tomorrow. How did you come out in Omakiéte soon, since this is my permanent
address. Excuse just a card.
Love,
Jerry

Harold Duane Klasna H.S.
Co. 2263

U.S.N.T.C.

Great Lakes, lllinois

Dec. 31, 1944

Dear Cousin,
How are you, fine | hop. Well how are things around Spencer now, just like they used to be | suppose.

Mom wrote me a letter saying you could not get in the Navy. That seems funny to me because in my co.
there are about six men over twenty that were drafted.

About35menarée r om Nebr . in our company. There is one bo
We got a radio in our barracks so it makes the time pass a lot faster. We get up any time before or after
five ob6cl ock. To night 1 6ve got guaercdlittheadogwatchk r om mi dn i

because its the worst time of day. The food is pretty good. The canteen is always full. One thing in the navy is you
have to hurry to go some place & when you get there you wait in line.
Friday we got our first shots, three bt so my arm was a little stiff. Today we are starting our third
week here but it sure dondt seem that | ong. I expect |
think of so will close.

As ever,

Harold

Pvt. Arton E. Connot 37757934
Co. B. 150 Ba. 91 Reqt.
I.R.T.C. Camp Hood, Texas
Jan. 3, 1945

Dear Clayton,

We | | |l 6m started training now and it isndét so very
any man could hitYour up in the morning, about 5:30 and once a week or so on K.P. thats 4:30. They have got
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that in rotation. Noon about 30 minutes and off at around 6:30, then eat, scrub barracks, dust, make beds neat, etc.

Boy you just got to go even to write a lettdrseen a guy fall down today from too much running. He just went

down, jump over him an go. Let the darn fool l ay as t|
back, first aid kit on our cartage belt and a quart of water on there@sta helmet, and some heavy shoes also so

you see we got plenty of weight.

Jerry is 3 barracks from me. Il 61l be able to see h
t wo weeks on account of our mayxcdetathank hdodOmandt It eddna@t
worry. Theres guns going off all the time bang, bang, from daylight till dark. Boy | really got a honey of a gun a 30
M-1.

Well to tell you the truth | dondt tew®hbuyagngthingenough
to eat.

We | | sweetie pie please have a bur for me. I haven
the stuff,

Well | want to write a letter home yet so better close.

ltés 8 oclock and 9 the | ights go off.
Love, Pvt. Anton E. Connot

P.S. Say Willie how are you and the draft board come out.

Pvt. Anton E. Connot 37757934
Co. B., 150 Ba., 91 Reqt.

Say Rudy Frasch from Fairfax is down here I.R.T.C. Camp Hood, Texas
some placewe intend to look him up soon. Jan. 7, 1945
Dear Willie,
Got your letter today and it was sure nice to hear from you.
|l 6m | aying on the bed just taking it easy. Il 6ve ha

This comming week whave to eat outside three days, 9, 10, 11. Boy that may not be any fun especially if
it is raining, and it does that most of the time.

Well saw Jerry this afternoon. I see him nearly ev
Company B. \é eat together and drill together.

Say if theyéd give me a discharge 1 6d walk every st
Donét mind my writing, |l 6m |l ieing on the bed.

Today | had to wash some cloths, firettygood 6ve ever wa
Boy money sure goes. | 6ve spent 28 dollars since |

and that all takes $$3.
How is every one up around Good old Home? And how is But making out with Vera. | suppose all right.
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Wellhe s pretty smart i f he can stay home.
| 6d rather work every day and be home than be here.

dead soldier).

Pvt. Anton Connot 37757934
Co. B., 150 Bn., 91 Regqt.
I.R.T.C. CamHood, Texas
Jan. 10, 1945

Dear Willie,
We | | here goes, got a few minutes, time to write.
you everything we carried, Rife, Rifle belt, water canteen, first aid kit, Bayonet, Tent, Tent steaksit
consisting of plate, spoon, knife, and fork. Blank, Razor, Soap, towel, pair of underware, exter Handerchief,
Raincoat, and gas mask. So you see this really counts up and boy it is heavy. There was a quit a few guys fell out
today on accourdf the march. | was tired but | could have walked another block or so.
We | | Clayton I ém pretty tired so I é&dm going to make
Well so long pal,
Love Toney,
P.S. Say they tell me | missed out on@déince Tuesday evening up there. Sure wish | could have been there.
Pvt. Anton Connot
Co. B., 150 Bn., 91 Reqt.
I.R.T.C. Camp Hood, Texas
Jan. 17, 1945

Dear Clayton,

Well we came back from our hike yesterday. We wé@niniles, got up at 4 oclock, left camp at 6:30 and
eat breakfast, dinner and supper in the field, which was C; rations, you know dog biscuts and candy and such darn

stuf . We got back I ast night at 1:2dk. walsthesl alpo watnh d8 w3
Were suppose to be cleaning our barracks but | sneaked out on them. We leave here today at 11 oclock and come in

tonight at 11:30. And darnit ités raining out today s
machire gun fire |l ast night. Boy was that ever a racket.

was a real racket. There were two squads that made it through the fire out of 14 squads and our squad was one.
There are 12 men to a squatl this is the way were lined up.

X This is me right out in front
X X
X X X
X X X
X X
X

Well time out. -- A lieutenant just stepped in. We had foot inspection. He s&attidught | may be
getting a broken arch. That pack is just to darn much for me. We left yesterday morning with 48 men and came in

l ast night with 31. Il 6m afraid ités going to get me t

Jerrygoeso t he hi ke | believe Thursday and Friday. I h
We carried our pack every minute of the day and my sho
Iife. I 61 | close for now.

Love,justToney
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Harold Klasna

Co. 2263 U.S.N.T.C.
Great Lakes, llI
1-25-1945

Dear Cousin,

Well how is every thing back in Nebr. fine | hope. Things around here are okey. Theres a little snow on
the ground but itsot very cold

About all we did this week was drill & do the manual of arms. We are getting ready for Regimental
Review for tomorrow. We are going to be the youngest co. there so we want to be good.

Sunday we made out our railroad tickets out forleave. The way it looks | will be home about six or
seven days. We have four weeks |l eft starting Sat.

Ted Loukota is here in G.L. to. He is in a camp about one mile from me.

Well thats about &l can think of so will close.

Your cousin,

Harold
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Pvt. Anton E. Connot 37757934
Co. B., 150 Bn., 91 Regqt.
I.R.T.C. Camp Hood, Texas

Jan. 29, 1945
Dear Willie,

Well kid | here yourunder he gun for induction. We | | it aindt so
because itds altogether different from what your use t
from Donald. His child died so | walked Junior around a whitey he sure took it hard. Well back to the news.

Therebds really not much to tell you but | 6m getting to

because there all swell guys each and every one of them. We go on Rifle range thisycaeek so | hope it
doesndét rain because rain doesndt stop our training | |

I f you have to go, I hope you get to come down here
much choice as to where you will get sent.

Say, brother Wl you find out Daryl Velders address and send it to me. He may be down here with us.
Next Sunday Junior, Jerry, and | are going to get a pa:

We | | pal , | 6ve got 7 smfornew.l etters to write so wildl
Love sweatheart

XX Toney

Harold Duane Klasna A.S.
Co. 2263 U.S.N.T.C.
Great Lakes, lllinois
Tuesday eve. -B0-45

Dear Cousin,

Well how are things back in Nebr. fine | hope. | sogpyou are getting ready for the big dance in Spencer
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tonight. Today we took Co. 2264 place on Reg. Week. It was just for today. | work at the canteen not to hard of
work. We have to go back at 7:45 this evening until about ten. At midnight | hgeeoto guard until three in the
morning so | will be up quite late too.

Ted is in a camp about a mile from me. We call each other up quite often. He called up last night. He
thinks its pretty tough & it geumrchedtaskiictkk.he didndt | |

| have received two letters from you so none probably got lost.

I dondét suppose we wil!/| get to see each other if yo
pretty sure.

Last Fri. we marched for the Rooster Flag mly@ot second. That was pretty good though. A 11 week
Co. got 1st & us a 6 week Co. got second. A 8 & 9 week co. got 3th & 4th. The worst of it we lost the Rooster Sat.
But it probably is just as good because we wondt have

How was the Basketball game at Butte. Amelia in her letter said you were there.

Well thatodés just about all | know now so will <c¢close
guard. Hope you have a good time.

Your Cousin,

Harold

Pvt. Jerome L. Fiala 37757877
Co. D. 150th Bn. 91st Reft. I.R.T.C.
Camp Hood, Texas
Feb. 6, 1945

Dear Clayton,

We | | hi ya Mike. Recdéd your |l etter the ourtdomg day &
0. K. Well everything is still fine in the way of Ar my
letters anymore. Have about 15 to answer. Will write you just a card but will write you more Sun. when | have
more time. | willhave to walk

guard duty Sun. nite. Had rifle inspection today & mi |
Recéd a |l etter from Patsy P. Vivian, Ol ga, Lumir, Anni
Sun.&not i me to write. Ha. Al so heard from Leonard, Tony

feeling better now. Well Clayton until next time then. Bye now.
Jerry
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Harold Duane Klasna H.S.
Co. 2263 U.S.N.T.C.
Great Lakes, lllinois

2-11-45
Dear Cousin,
We | | how i s everything back home. I am just fine a
lot of scarlet fever around here. About eight from my co. have gotten it. Yesterday twavembite sick bay. |
don6t know if they have it.

We started out with 135 men & now there are about 100 left. Ten of those they took to the Seebees & the
rest left because of sickness, not very good is it.
This next week we have fire fighting & the weafker we have antircraft. That will finish boot training.
| hope its nice when | get home. | plan on being home the night of the 27th. There has been some talk of
being set up five days, but | wondt believe that wuntill
| got the Spencergper today so | get caught up on the news somewhat.
| tried to get a pass so | could see Ted but was out of luck. They said it would have to be some close
relation and also because of all the sickness around.
Say do you know if there will be any dandegween the 28th & 6th of March. | hope so but with Lent
being on there probably wondét be any.

We | | thatdéds about al | for now, so wil!l cl ose. | Wi
Your cousin
Harold

P.S.  This morning | was looking in the telept@Dictionary in the K & found Klasna in it. There were two.
James & Jennie. | was really supprised.

Pvt. Anton E. Connot 37757934
Co. B., 150 Bn., 91 Reqt.
I.R.T.C. Camp Hood, Texas
2-12-45

Dear Clayton,
We | |  thave fingk to@nswer before this so will drop you a line.

Week before last we were on Rifle range and if | must say so, shoot pretty good. | shot 177 out of 210
possible. And this week we shot the basooka. You know the Rocket gun that is usedsonWarskso shot the

Antitank gun called a Rocket gun which is shot on angl «

Junior & Jerry & | are in the day Room just writing
slinging the buldre. WeOff ddurad e 6werse huwtdt ihng i n pretty
her e. Thereb6s 60,000 others here and | figure 1 6m no |

is a lovely way to spend a week end Saturday evening, buteh#s not t o much to do here ol
get a pass but as far as that goes Junior & | are out. You see we got gigged on our Rifles today, so are not allowed a
pass.
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Jerry didnét have inspection s ordidayafa.MgndayevEmngior r ow e

go on. The guards are on alll night and still fall out
and someti mes mor e. Boy I 6ve sure got a bad cold just
Wel | br ot hoenow. IHbping when yousge you will land here as most of the Nebraskans do. We

could have a little bull session every now and then.

Be good,
Love Pvt. Anton E. Connot

Pvt. Jerome L. Fiala 37757877
Co. D., 150tHBn. 91st Regt. I.R.T.C.
Camp Hood, Texas

Feb. 14, 1945
Dear Clayton,

Hi ya kid o. What 6s cookin? How is everything in
writing you Sun., as | j usgheddite dow.dJust ianteddo let ioumkaowlcan n f act
still write.

Wedre restricted to our Co. D. area for 10 days now
go and see Tony, go to the P. X., c hidar ¢ h, or anything.

Todaydés Valentines Day. Hu h. Didndét hardly know i

How did you make out at the dance in Spencer Tues. nite?
Heart Marvin H. & Henry didnét pass their physicals
| 6m on tabl e wairndétr sbhadmotrralwl. . Thie ist hesr i s K. P.
| was on guard Sun nite. It rained, & rained, & rained. Was really soaked. | was on from 4 to six Sun nite.
(What hours.) Wow. | walked our Service Club.
Well Clayton | wanted to write you a lot more, but justhadvén got ti me now. Write me
the news & | am going to try & write some more letters tomorrow nite.
Until next time then,
Goodnite,
Love Jerry

Pvt. Jerry L. Fiala 37757877
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Co. D. 150th Bn. 91st Re I.LR.T.C.
Camp Hood, Texas

Feb. 19, 1945
Dear Clayton,

Hi ya kid. What 6s cookin? I'tés raining |like h**x*
under quarantine. No one el se lhaasst tVdekde.n sDocrnkd ty ekin o w Huao
making out.

How did you make out at the dance Tues nite? We ha

lately. Have been kept pretty busy lately. Marching & etc.
When did Albert Johnson leave for the Armifdonder what Annie is going to do now? Sounds like
Dorthyés man doesndét go yet either. Who is your girl |
come home on our furlough. If 15 weeks is all we get, then this Wed. our basic is halfTowe sure flys. Room
is scarce, so must sign off. Write soon.
Love, Jerry
Pvt. Albert E. Johnson, A.S.N. 37762276
Rec. Center Detachment, S.C.U. 1773
W.D.P.C. Barracks 625
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas

Dear Klayton,

Well, 1 &m finally taking time to write you a |letter
know how it is in the Ar my. When we have time we al wa:
I came down hereg. belerhawnandt haavamlbtamsmoked eit her. Th
I havendt been to any of them yet. We spend quite a ||

Say donét tell Annie but | took that nathher Scierbls aut
swell girl too.

We moved to shipping Barracks Friday but six of wus
Boyd County guy that wild.l be | eft that | know of. I d

number yeeither.
Thereb6s dances at the Service Club about every othe

danced down here yet but maybe 18611 try it someti me. {
in place of private. Hesaldhat maybe hedéd better change. We have a p
Mi ssouri and Nebraska. Il &m with a couple of boys from
boys.

Nearly all of us boys went to church this morninge Were given some Bibles.

We are put on detail most of the time down here but
stop gambling and tearing around.

We | | i fool stay down here much |l onger 1 0dsl adbblué t on

for a bunch of prénductees coming down.

I havendédt done very much saluting so far but iif we

I havendét really been out for K.P. yet. usWa served
time and it wasnét no work at all

We | | |l 6m going to dress up and go down to the P. X.
get some | etters. I havendt recei ved anynniapgretty et . I
soon. I donét think 161l write her again unti/l I do.
things are stacking up back home.

Your friend,

Albert
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Pvt. Albert E. Johnson
A.S.N.,37762276

Co. C, 16th Bn., A.R.T.C
Ft. Knox, Kentucky
March 8, 1945

Dear Clayton,
Well your letter finally caught up with me. | was already down here when you wrote the letter. We have

been down here | ustsua hweae kb atdo dcaaymp. THitsdsi sandti ttl e hard
They say it covers 40 square miles.

Il dm i n an Armored Replacement Training Center. We
got a pretty good break. There wasyoht of us that got to come down here from Leavenworth. | was acting
corporal. I guess thats the highest 10861l ever get in
that came in from Indiana had a real Corporal. Quite afewef¢the boys wer e drunk. We di dn
when we came down. I guess the boys were afraid theyod:

We havenét started our training but | think we star

I h a v e n 6 ¢ anything sinceyl cach® down here. We were on K.P. last Monday and we really worked then.
Most of the time we just ride around in trucks.
| heard that a kid got killed down here yesterday. It was on the obstacle course where you have to crawl

underthemac hi ne gun fir e. He got scared and raised up. I
much that isndt so.

| guess we have to take 17 weeks of training. We first get 8 weeks of basic training. Some say this is
really rugged butsomeay it i sndt bad either. The weather has bee
every day down here since we came and | guess they had quite a little rain before that. Louisville is only about 40
miles from here. itle caudds a tilted so ff Itchaeditrmogvngu I think tha
mai | . I havendt even heard direct from home since | «c:
mail.

I got a letter fr om Ameprety reguad & hear fromPdrendose thhnererm wr i t i n
home.

Well in 17 weeks we get a 7 day furlow with traveling time. | guess thats the only thing any of us are
looking forward to.

Hank Fish wrote that dances hiaviel t@angdondtathdle ovel
freedom either.

They are trying to feed to many boys in our barrack
be better after while.
All the boys down here ar endt apyhwosfiuxfom the/sanfieiplacef or t h
but therebés 9 or 10 of us from Nebraska.
We | | guess | 611 have to close for now.
Your friend,
Albert

Pvt. Albert E. Johnson
A.S.N. 37762276
Co. C,, 16th Bn, A.R.T.C.
Fort Knox, Kentucky
March 22, 1945

Dear Clayton,
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We | | |l received your |l etter today so I édm going to t
We got up at 4:15 and went out to the range. We went to a place called Easy Gap. Then we hakttakiragia
make believe German town. We had to use practice hand grenades and they used charges to make up for the sound.

We had to fall on our bellies in the mud and water. I 1
ljustfini shed writing a |l etter to a cute Lynch girl. I
go to bed. Thatoés if | dondt get to tired.
We had to throw some real ' ive hand grenades this n

nervous. No one was hurt so | guess we done a good job.

Our Company commander said that our platoon was really on the ball today. He came into our barracks to
inspect our feet after the march home. They took us out in trucks but we had to walk baCanfany
Commander is Lt. Foppe. He came into our barracks smiling and he was supposed to inspect our feet but he only
asked how we felt. He looked at some of the boys feet. Only three boys out of the whole company fell out and there
are quite a few oldhen in our barracks. Some are 38 years old. There are quite a few bald headed men down here.

We | | when we came into the Army we couldnét get int
at all . I dondét t hi ndfustike thg Armye Weljusniave to like it and hopee the war No n e
ends soon. So far our training hasnét been very rough
to take up so we really have to go to get through in 17 weeks

Wetookacopl e of shots | ast Saturday. My | eft arm was
l &dm not really tired tonight after all that exercise.

It was pretty cold here yesterday and it rained nearlyagll dt really warmed up today and it was really
nice this afternoon. The Easter lilies are in bloom down here now.

It must be nice up home if you are figuring on star
guess itsd about ti me.
Well | guess |1 6d better close for now. Take good car e
Your friend,
Albert

Harold Duane Klasna F4C
Sec. E3-6 Bks 608 U.P.
S.S.C.U.S.N.T.C.

Great Lakes, Minnesota
March 22,1945

Dear Cousin,
We | | I dondét have much time so this letter wildl be
|l 6m going to a electrician school here at the | ake
The school is a night school . Which i s feaderm 3: 50 wu
of my section & have charge of 27 men so | 6ve got my h;
muster.

Our barracks is right next to the lake so its a little chilly.
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I havendt seen Ted yet .himbiutdovuek. | goesskhe got asigialmanwsahaol O. G. L
& they have one here at the | akes so thereds a chance ¢

We get Liberty every week end for only ten hours.
We | | thatdés al l t h ere somarothertimehave & wi | | write m
Your Cousin,

Harold

Pvt. Anton Connot 37757934
Co. B., 150 Bn., 91 Regqt.
S.R.T.C.

Camp Hood, Texas

March 24, 1945

Dear Willie,

We | | webdbve had onkeaweekSohnhdéby vbomac2 amadr e weeks. Th
weeks. I't ainét so bad if it doesndt rain. We | | I 6m
be seeing you pretty soon if your still home. Be good and so lomp¥er

Love, Toney

Lynch, Nebraska
April 1, 1945
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Dear Elaine,

I have just put forth upon my will the idea of find
Countso who resides i n twbuldabddyche withdutya wil?f OnB mustthave a vierg b r . W]
excellent will in these uncertain times if he or she is going to find a way to enjoy life of today. The will is the way a
person has of being and doing, but | guess it is not the will that wills asytfmen it is the perceptive powers that
perceive or the faculty of imagination that pictures mental images. The say that if a person does not know what he
shall do, he is not a complete organism Sometimes | think | am not a complete organism. Péiselielke that
there is no living person who has not taken leave of his complete senses at one time or other.

Perhaps | am getting into a very deep subject, so best | should get on to other topics or subjects. Please
allow me to enter into the next tiopf maybe future discussions, which involve two people who are practically
strangers to each other. Of course | refer wholeheartedly to the writer, and the written to. Please forgive me if you
should find words in these next few lines which you doumaterstand. If this is the case please consult your
dictionary. (Thank you)

| suppose you know there is to be a dance in Spencer Tuesday night. | am very hopeful that you shall be
there. | would like it very much if you would perambulate through thlesee hall doors and see me there then try

to find time to peripatch my way so that | may talk to
speech.

If I should ask you for a date, would it be necessary for you to perpend before yioligive me an
answer ? I f you acquired a good means of perspicuity ¢t
thoughts or feelings. Maybe you have a certain phanta:

this is not truefor | certainly would like to have a date with you in the near future.

Maybe if | had some sort of philter to put forth upon you then | think we could enjoy each others company
in a philharmonic way.

Well Elaine | have tried to put over to you in a piesi way that | hope to see you soon so if | must be
denied your company then you might at least, write to me.

Love,
Art
Harold Duane Klasna F 2/C
Sec. E36 Brks 608 V.P.
S.S.C. US.N.T.C.
Great Lakes, Illinois
4-5-45 11:15
Dear Cousin,
Well how are you, fine | hope. How did you get over the dance Tuesday. | thought of it just before | went
to bed.
Yesterday it sure was windy. Over the radio they said it was from forty to sixty miles an hour. A person

could hardly stand up. Today it not very windy & has
| 6ve been busy writing |letters on the week end & tr
| suppose you are busy with the spring work. | hear it sdavpethere the other day so that makes it sort of

mi serable dondét it. The war news sure | ooks good does:

| thought boot camp was tough but that was a snap compared to service school. | guess they want to make
a man otiof a person. The Physical training was tough but you get sort of used to it after a while. | think | better
close & wash my jacket & by that time it will be time to clean the barracks. | received your letter a few days ago.
Your Cousin,
Harold

Pvt. Anton Connot 37757994
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I.R.T.C. Co. B. 150 Bn 91 Regt
Camp Hood, Texas

Apr. 8, 1945
Dear Willie,
Wedre in camp now. Got in yesterday morning. Boy
holes & tents.
I should be home pretty soon, dondt know for sure w

have any envelopes left to write and no lights after dark, so was in a bad way on writing.
Well by good Mike,
Toney

Pvt. Jerry L. Fiala 37757877
Co. D. 150 Bn. 91st. Reqgt.
I.R.T.C. Camp Hood, Texas

Apr. 8, 1945
Dear Clayton,
Just a line once again to tell you everything is O.
lhae né6t had any time to write either, so | guess webdre
for now. Dondét write to this address anymore as wedl |l
Love,
Jerry
Alvin Tupa 440711305
US.AT.-LT -378
C/O Postmaster
San Franscisco, Calif
April 15, 1945

Hi Kid,

Well, | have just time before we are pulling out. | just got back to the ship from a West Coast League ball
game. It was a double header today. Boy that was some ddhiiek that some of our teams back in good old
Nebraska can play better all around ball.

We | | kid how are you doing with all the women aroun

which one. | have been going with a gal in Seattle. Sheswamgio home with me so | thought | had better quit
before | got myself in bad. The lucky thing is that we shipped out right away and she thinks that she is still going
back with me. | get a letter from her about every other day. She is a hell ofkédnice

How are you coming with the Army. Boy stay out of it as long as you can because | tell you it is not any
good. None of the service is.

The war doesndét | ook so bad now. I think she wild./l
only a couple of months. Then | guess | get to come home on a leave. | guess around the last of June sometimes.
Boy | can6t wait to get home again.

Well times is short so better close.
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A pal,

Alvin

Pvt. Albert E. Jbnson
A.S.N. 37762276

Co. C, 16th Bn, A.R.T.C.
Fort Knox, Kentucky
April 18, 1945

Dear Clayton,

We | | itds two months since | |l eft good old Nebraska
changed though. Whendft it was cold and there was snow on the ground. Now everything is green and nice.

| got your letter yesterday and | was sure glad to hear from you. | suppose you have quite a little to do.
Spring sure came a lot earlier than it did last year.

Well | guess we wil|l have to fall out soon. I tés abol
We take up the study of carbines today. We also have the bazooka and rifle grenades.

We had a road march Monday. It rained all afternoonsgwet qui t e wet . We had a t
the longest hike we have had so far.

We had a two hour hike I ast night after supper. It

WearetoturnourM 6 s i n as soon as t lytgOrdinaseComparsypveredver o n . Y
and | ooked at our rifles but they said that only half
it and they all say itoés good and cl ean.

We | | l 81l just have to quit for now. 61l finish |

We just finished chow. We had a pretty good dinner. There was even a Colonel eating in our mess hall
this noon.

Well we have classes on the rocket launcher this afternoon for two hours and then on the rifle grenades for
two hours. | sure likeclassesd y we canét hardly stay awake.

Boy these carbines are really honies. We had instructions on them all forenoon. We get to take them out to
the range tomorrow. They say that a person can make a very good score on them.

With the help of the boys in thgts in marking our score | got a score of 178. If | would have had 180, |

woul d have made expert. As it is 16I]1 only get the sh;
I think I8l go to the show tonillgkosesDiamondseen a very
Horseshoe.
We | | itds evening now. I changed my mind about goi

|l dm not goi ng.
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| got a letter from Bob Nelson tonight. | got a letter from Margaret Ann Long too. The girls are really
good at writing. | got letters from four last week. The Lynch girls really write good letters. Especially one blonde

down there. I donét know if Annie knows it or not but
wanted to leave Spencero ear | y. I guess it wasnbét too early becau:

I wonder if Jerry will go with Annie again when he
difference to me because | really played a dirty trickon Jersyulppose he thinks 1 édm a hell

We | | I havendt been with any girl since | | eft home
sout hern girls. Il guess they are O. K. bufficersoldus al | t h
when we first came that a | ot of the girls down here h:

the rate | have been going.
How are the dances. I dondt suppose kelloggotea ar e very

dance up there again.
We had classes on rocket launchers and rifle grenades this afternoon. The Lt. said that a rifle grenade made
a rifle kick like three Missouri mules.
We | | I guess | 6d better close for now. Dondét wor k
Your Pal,
Albert

Harold Duane Klasna F 2/C
Sec E3 6 Brks 608 U.P.
S.S.C. U.S.N.T.C.
Great Lakes, lllinois
April 21, 1945
Dear Cousin,
Well how are you & every little thing. | just got back from the eant
We dondét have much to do on the week ends just sort

Tomorrow | get |l iberty. I think | wild.l go to Chica
it will be a change.

Mon. we start our six weeks of sadl. | sort of wish | was out of here. We have a new service school
commander & he has really clamped down on things. Truthfully the guys that got sea duty were the best off.

We have test every day & a weekly test on Sat. morning.
Ther e6s gsxmmeryonaubdeek how. About half are on liberty & the rest are at the canteen, etc.

| hear the weather was a little disagreeable lately but the rain helps | suppose. The last week it has been
windy & cold here but today it warmed up & not any wind.

I saw Ted this afternoon just before he went on I|ib
to a day school & | to a night school so we miss each other.

We are starting to do our physi c dourblocksdongn&imtlmgt out si de
there are things we have to climb over & boards about
thing like a ladder in the air & we go across it with our hands. Boy when we get at the end we are played out.
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We | | I candét think of any more so will <c¢close.
Your cousin,
Harold

Write when you have time.

Pvt. Albert E. Johnson
A.S.N. 37762276

Co. C, 16th Bn, A.R.T.C.
Fort Knox, Kentucky
May 1, 1945

Dear Clayton

I guess | 6d better answer your | etter tonight. I h
we have to work some nights. We have been getting off early so far this week.

We finished up our I nfanadythiraiing ngveraswi twe.ek.Il t |IwW
longest hike was only about ten miles.

Yesterday we drove the pub and the truck a little bit. It was only to find out how well we could drive.
Today | worked in the motor pool. | worked in the paimbp and really had an easy time of it. Some had classes

and another group drove the tanks and half track. The:

medium tanks until later. Tomorrow we have classes. The group that drove todaynaiatenance and the group

that had classes drive. |l 61l get to drive Thursday.
We | | |l guess | wonét be going with Annie when | con

with me because | 6m not a Cat thleryitoanake upfagam buvshe daid shée hat t h«

woul dnét . I guess a guy is better off without a girl i

We may not get out for a long, long time. Some of the men down here say it may be five yeara/befet

di scharged. I sure hope it wondét be that | ong. Al l t |

They want to get home too.

Wel |l , you donét have very much time | eft ramahw bef or e
of the service as far as | 6m concerned I know | [|ike
ti me. Yesterday everyone was SO udd!l ed up we didndt |
mixeduptoo. ASgf r om t he medi um tanks had to have a class on t
learn much, but anyway we put our time in.

We | | itds nearly ten obdbclock so | guess 1 6d better

Your Pal,

Albert
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Pfc Edmund Lampman 37747883
Co. C. 328th Inf. A.P.O. 26
C/O P.M. New York, N.Y.
Czechoslovakia
June 25, 645

Dear Elaine,

Received your letter of June 14 and was glad to hear you are still kicking. | am Odfillamaiting for
some dope on what wedbdre going to do. Qur <captain told
the South Pacific. That sounds pretty good to me. I
It will probaly be quite awhile yet, but you can never tell. There are quite a few men leaving for the states for
discharge, out of our company. | sure wish | was one of them. Ha. Ha.

We | | honey, howdés the weat her? lytyourdastletted. syoul i ke it n
must have had quite a bit of hail. I hope it didndét d
liked to seen you. Ha. Ha. The weather has been pretty nice here. It gets awful cold here at night.

| got aletter from Art R. the other day. | guess he is getting along O.K. His outfit has been chosen for
occupation, so | suppose Art wildl maybe stay over her e,

| hear my sister Laura and her husband and Margaret were homea. ¢s wi sh | coul d have b
been quite a while since | have last seen them. Well, | guess | will get back there one of these days. Boy, | sure am
surprised at Rich. | wonder if he is going to take the fatal step. How about you? Arengtogaiake a double
with Clayton K. Ha. Ha.

Lots of Love,

Eddie L.

Pfc. Edmund Lampman 37747883
Co.c 328 Inf. AP.I. 26
C/O P.M. New York, N.Y.
Linz, Austria
August 21, 0645
Dearest Hine,
Received your most welcome letters of August 7, 9, 11. Sure did seem good to hear from you again. It had
been about a week since | heard from you. Our mail has been coming in way slow since we moved.
We . ., howbés ever y arfedlinglfire. Itarh getting 2long ©.K. hSo, yau weigh & 120
Ibs. now. Well, | would say thats just about the right amount. The way | understand it, you have gained weight, but
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have developed in measur ement s ingbadkimahe giades.tl pamediftegn | di d
pounds while | was in training, but | didnét get much |
now, eh? I 61 1 have to be careful aboutremgujusthad®i ng you
set back and take it, but now, | donét know, you might

only teasing. Ha. Ha.
You ask me in one of your Il etters, abijpusthowthhhe medi c a
medical corps work over here. To start off with, | was running to a house with five of my buddies. As you know we
were fighting right in the town of Sarlantun. We had captured the house the night before, and were bringing rations
up to oumew position. Machine guns and burp guns opened up on us, and one of my buddies and | was hit. The
other fellow got to the basement door when he was hit and he rolled right in the door. | was hit about eight yards
from the house. This all happened ab®d p.m. of Feb. 13. | layed pretty quiet so maybe they would think | was
dead. Bullets were spraying the ground all around me. | thought | was done for. After they quit shooting, | crawled
to the house, where the boys fixed me up as best as thely d@nk of the boys ran back to our C.P. to get our
medic. He came down about 4:00 p.m. and gave me a shot of morphine. | went to sleep till about 7:00 that night.
They waited till it was dark and then took me to the aid station which was a few bleaks @hey then loaded me
on a jeep and took me away. We stopped at several evacuation stations where they would give me a shot of
penicillin and check on the wounds, etc. I dondét r eme.]
had giverme morphine, and | was sorta in a daze. | rode the ambulance all nite and arrived at a evacuation hospital
about twenty miles from the front at six a.m. in the morning.
Just as soon as | got there, they took an xray of my leg, and then brought mepertiteng room. They
put me under there, and when | awoke | was in bed and the nurse had dinner for me. Boy that food was really good.
Well | stayed at that hospital for four days. They then took me to a hospital in France where | stayed a few days.
was then taken to an air strip, where we were supposed to be flown to England. The weather was too foggy, so the
pl anes couldndét get i n. We then got on trains and weni
There | was in the 7th Gerad all the time | was there. After | left the hospital | went to a convalescent home, where
| stayed for two weeks. Then | started my way back to my division again.
| say, the medical corp did a very good job over here. They saved so many mewiathis t hat woul dn&
|

have had a chance in the | ast. You most | ikely heard
discovery. After | got back to our aid station, | got a shot of penicillin every four hours for about five daysy Boy
arm was really sore. At night when |1 86d get to sl eepin

a shot. My arms get so sore, | took some of my shots in my legs. If | would have as many needles sticking out of
me, that have been stuckmy, | would look like a pine tree. Ha Ha.
Well we are still here near Linz guarding S.S. troopers. There has been a few trying to escape since we
have been here. They havendt got enough | odgdhatat ar ound
one of the guards, but it came from outside of the cage. They ran after him, but he got away. The prisoners are very
restless. Some of them are prowling around all night. They are not getting enough to eat, so naturally they get
prettydespr at e . We havenét had too much trouble yet, and i
such a bad deal.
Well honey, | guess | better close for this time. Answer soon. All my Love and Kisses to a sweet little gal,
that | wish | could hag with me on my twenty four hours off. The pictures are sweet.
Love,
Edmund

Alice & Jac
3515 Jones St.
Omaha, Nebr.
9-10-45

Hi Buzzy Cousin!

Got your letter last week so thought | better write you a sivetbefore you started up this way. Cause |
want you to be sure to stop in Omaha on your way up or back. If you come up like | did from Kansas City, you will
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probably get in Omaha about seven o#&dlteddabraidiyouwile mor ni |
get us out of bed because we never get to bed early. So give us aring. And if you getin the after noon call me up

at work and we will meet you when we get off. The number at work is At 3900 and ask for extension #33. Now

d o ndiget. If you know far enough ahead when you will get in drop me a card & we will meet you at the depot

and maybe have time to dash over for a short one.

| got a letter from Ben last nite. He is still in Linz Austria, but has a new A.P.O. numbees® e has
moved again. Still in the Army of Occupation and does:

Jac & | had a wonderful time up in Oakland this last weekend. You know two sailors back from over seas
and we were ready for a good time.

Anyway it was arly (in the morning) Friday & Saturday when we got home. And last nite it was mid nite
again so I 6m going to hit tHe dsoancdk daécirilnk .t o ni t e. No

Well Clayton we will talk instead of write so remember to call when you gbetg The number here is
(Harney) HA 2531. And | dondt mean ha ha.

Bee seaing U
Love

Alice

629 N. 43 St.

Omaha, 3, Nebr.

Sep. 14, 1945
Dear Clayton,

We recb6d you ni ce daysags.yThidwellthe aevery short tetbetbut!l wantydu to
know we will be |l ooking for you and a bed will be wait]
can call Ben at the office (Atlantic 1654) Who knows | may be out for the dgou have a chance you might
drop us a note telling us when you will be here.

Love,
Ann
Our home phoneWalnut 3687
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Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. H. 2nd Bn. 1st Regot
A.G.F.R.D. #3
Fort Rley, Kansas
October 9, 1945
Dearest Elaine,

I will write you a few lines tonight before | go to bed as | am pretty tired and sleepy.

I went to Butte Saturday night but didnét see anyth
wait until the folks went home and then took their car as | sold mine Saturday afternoon.

| left Spencer 11:00 Sunday morning and went to Omaha with Gallentine. We got down there at 7:30 and |
stayed over night with my MdItelt®mahaabMidnightlast nigint and gothere J i m K|
at 3:00 this afternoon with a two hour lay over in Kansas City.

This camp has gotten Camp Fannin beat so far that i
hold around 100 men. All of tHauildings are painted white with nice green grass around them. The roads are all
paved and no white sand in sight.

Out sergeant told us that none of us would be shipped out before the 29th of this month so we will get some
more training of some sort. ékaid that according to the latest report we would go East but the orders may be
changed.

Well, Honey, | will close for tonight and write again soon.

Lots of Love & Kisses,

Clayton
Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co.H, 2nd Bn., 1st Regot

AG.F.R.D.#3
Fort Riley, Kansas
October 12, 1945

Dear Sweetheart,

I am over here at the day room now and thought | would write a few letters tonight so will start off by
writingto you as | havereallybeenoi ng a | ot of thinking about you since

I went to Junction City with Jim Kimball and two Johnson boys from Wayne last Wednesday afternoon. It
is a little | arger than OO&Nei bbeaprettpnict mwnt Thaythavethreeas bi g
large U.S.O. buildings and we spent most of our time there as they had a couple of typewriters there so | sat down to
one and brushed up on my typing a little and typed a letter to Jerome Fiala. | plan oragetfiice job after | get
over in Europe.

We havendét been doing much but a little practice wi
time. | had K.P. yesterday afternoon as one fellow got sick and | was the next one on the list so | badlto go
think it was better than having it all day today.

| was down to the P.X. after supper tonight and saw a lot of fellows who were in my old company down in
dear old Camp Fannin and they are scattered all over down here.

Well, Honey, | will close fotonight as | have about three more letters to write and then hit the hay.
Your Loving Darling,

Clayton
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Goodnight Sweetheart
XXX XX

Butte, Nebraska
October 14, 1945

Dearest Clayton

Here it is 10:10 P.Mand | sat down to write you a letter at 8:3fthly a short while it seems but an hour
and a halt and before long it will be another hour or so before | get it finished.
Raymond came back from Omaha again this evening and you can imagine how gaisiund here.
Everyone is talking at once. One thing | can thank the Dear Lord that | am a Lady of Few Words is that | can enjoy

myself just sitting back and |listening. Hal Ha'!l Can

| 6m so or nelr yhavoenitghhetm twoantder i ng i f something reall
They candt keep me down. Il 6m not il 1. I said in the
prove it.

Evel yn went to the sholvwet oWiilglhtdo atl Speeandc €rh efi Gaololk Gf
perhaps ten or twelve, back in high school. Ha! Ha! Anyway | would have enjoyed seeing the show merely
because | enjoyed reading the book. For some reason or other | was not
inthe mood. Icouldhavegoe t oo but | didnét want to. Trustfully I
suppose Raymond doesndt help matters along.

| suppose he will want to go quite a béspecially for a while so he can do some shopping to find out if
Mary is reallythe one he wants. Butformé 6 ve f i ni shead nryeasshoppimdg i ni shed f ol

Ha'l Now, pl ease Honey, dondét take me wrong. You know
There is a dance in Bonesteel Tuesday night and there should be one in Spemasdaienight. | would

li ke to go to one of them but yet, I &m not too interes:
We had a lot of company, today. Some from Stuart, Butte, and Hastings. More fun!! Some come to see

Mom, somets ee Daddy. Some to see Evelyn and noone to see

thing. Dondét you feel sorry for me?
We were going to go hunting tonight but Raymond came home so that changed our minds. Of course,

when we go at night we hurdbbits. More fun! | used to hudear but Il 6m over that stage n
Well, Honey, | hope this letter finds you feeling swell and enjoying the best of everything.
|l 6m O. K. and feel swell, also verylkeoomenery, as usual

Write soon & God Bless You
All my love & kisses
Elaine
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Butte, Nebraska
October 15, 1945

My Darling Clayton,

| received your most welcome letter of October 12th, today. | was really happy tiodmeaou again. |

thought perhaps you had forgotten me already. Honey, |
much you thinkaboutme because | do care how much you think of me.
in my eyes.l am always thinking about you. How could anyone foxmet I would I|Iike to know.
couldndédt and 1 éd&m sure | wonoét. The haordlosldlsaythis ng t hat
mor ning? Dar | i ngyftomyou.sThat was thd ficstrtida anythmalike tratathered me and |

stall candt recover from it. It still gets me when | |

Tal k about brushing up on your typewriting reminds
fingers abit on one of those keyboards. | have a Corona portable and | usually use it quiteeagatially for
schoolwork, such as examinations and the like. One of those things comes in pretty handy for school work. | have
very little knowledge about typeiting, only a First year course, but | can type one hundred and eighty words,
perfect, in one minutewith the use of two carbon sheets. Ha! Ha!
| just had to quit. | just bit on something so hard, that my teeth will hurt for a week.
The kids were hang club ( K. of Y.) and for entertainment they had a truth or consequence quiz. My

guestion was: Aiwhy did the rabbit sit on the stump?29
Say, Honey, i f you wrote kmowsermynep ediadraege |forldm jae std
Perhaps it isnbét so pretty good either, is it? When vy

that | still think of him, will you?
You are quite the characteone to go into @ayroom and write letters at night. Oh! Bravo! That was a
good one.

I surely wish | knew some news to tell you. Me | et
(School was out too soon so | have to finish this evening).

Raymond satdownbype t o write a |l etter to Mary. So far he |
Maryo. |l sndédt that a nice salutation for a gentl eman t

chap!! But does he ever have a temper. Woo! Wb a dozen times worse than mine. One sure thing, | never
oppose anything he says, that is the best way to get along, that | know of.
It is just about time for little girls like me to be in bed or you will have to worry about me.

Whateveryoude-be car ef ul because | mi ght b e-justplanty-- ki nd, or
dondét you care?

Wel | Sweet heart, I got Raymond shut off but Daddy
time and leave Daddy for Raymond to control.

I 6m stil]l |l ooking forward to getting a picture so d

Good luck, & God Bless You
All my love & kisses
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine
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Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018

Co. H., 2nd. Bn. , l1st. Re ¢
AG.F.R.D. #3

Fort Riley, Kansas

October 15, 1945

My Dearest Elaine,

| received your most welcome letter this noon and was really glad to hear from you. Honest | was. |
looked for it yesterday but the mail clerk said that r@l momes in on Sunday, so | got it now and | have read it
four times already.

If I had known that you were at home that Saturday night, | sure would have been out there for awhile
anyway as | would have liked to see you again before | left.

I 6 m srrythat yos have been sick but just take it easy and follow your diet pretty close and | am sure
that you will come out to the better. Dondét try to do
while it probably will never bother you ag n . No, Honey, | wondt di sown you a:
ever think of doing that.

Jim Kimble and | went to Manhattan Sunday morning to see the town but hitchhiked back to Junction City
about 1:00 as | wanted to see about bus connedtiddsrton, Kansas as | have an Aunt & Uncle who live there
and | havendét seen them for about four years. I canét
chance of not making connections.

They have asked us if we wanted to enlist forth@oyear in the regular Army. If we were in for six
months or more we could get a thirty day furlough, $200 mustering out pay plus five cents a mile traveling expense
and a Private First Class rating. It would be a good deal as most of us will havim tanother year anyway. The
only trouble is that | have been in only five months t
what | want most of all. If | can get a furlough | mi

About all we have been doing the last few days is going out and practicing a little with a few weapons but
just sit around out there and kill time. | think the only reason they do it is to keep us away from the barracks so that
we wonot | aapdskeepound her e

I s that slang just for people under 127? Donét worr
good. I't seems that some people candt control their t

Well, Honey,| will close for tonight as | have to shave yet before it is time for lights out. Write when you
have time as getting a letter from you is like Heaven to me.

With All Of My Love
Your Loving Sweetheart
Clayton

Hope you are feelingetter and
wish you a speedy recovery.
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Butte, Nebraska
October 17, 1945

My Darling Clayton,
Here | go again for a few lines this afternoon while | am sitting hdoéng nothing but thinking about
you. If I would write to you eery time | think of you, | would have to hire a dozen secretaries and give the

Postmaster General a special notice to have more stamps made. In other words, my thoughtasef you.

| believe the three Counts children (one married one) witbgdpencer, tonight. At least those were the

pl ans when | |l eft home this morning. So I dm barring ol
Evelyn went to Bonesteel |l ast night. I could have

enough but not enough to make me givelitave to go when there is a reason to want to go but otherwise, | like to

stay home, or shouldndét | feel that way? Evel yn may b

pl enty of good times, too. y|] Hdodddnédppmewma 0D gbaso f|

opinion quite so strongly so please forgive me, wonodt

We certainly have cloudy weather here; it really makes me lonesome. | guess | sorta live by the weather
because when it is gloomy, | am too. Bugtjthink-t hr ee mor e y e a rose; asotbreelmdreyearb e t wen
and it will be Leap Year. Ha! Ha! The folks really tease me about that but | get a big kick out of it.

I presume you have heard about iVrerceasw |ysooun Heaevienmgd ts h
you. He was hunting pheasants Monday and got shot in the face. One bullet hit his left eye. Today is the day for
his operation. The bullet lodged behind the eyeball. The chances are small for saving the eye étheasght

|l dm really extending my sympathy to him. Raymond |
back from the war O. K., and get shot as a civilian. H

This morning | had quite a grideg. My pupils, came real early and hid behind the schoolhouse until |
cameinandthen-t hey barged in shouting. AHappy Birthday. o W
nice gift from them. They certainly are nice.

Wel | Dargmnngff |l HBodt soOow and | 6l Dorwmtrtrtyi,nHi e ndft  ou
you tonight either.

Good Luck & God Bless You.
All My Love & Kisses
Your Sweetheart

Elaine
Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co.H.,.2nd Bn., 1st. Regét
A.G.F.R.D. #3

Fort Riley, Kansas
October 18, 1945

Dearest Sweatheart,

| received your most welcome letter this evening and was really glad to hear from you. | also got one from
my folks and one frommy Aunt&ncl e i n Norton, Kansas. I planned to g

think | can make connections so wondét try it.
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You probably candédt realize how much | think of you.
almost anything toee you again. | just looked at the moon and it sure is nice and full and is really bright. That
moon sure makes me wish that | was home and had you in my arms again. That is one reason that | would like to
sign up for a year, so that | could get thatdaf) furlough.

They arendét giving any of us a chance to sign up ye
don6t know for sure if | want to sign up or not. 't hi

Are you teaching now again? | was wonderingoifi are or if you have to take it easy yet. How many
pupils do you have this year?

This day room that | wrote about is just the name of this building where we can play ping pong, read
magazines, or write letters. About the only time we get to useattnight.

We moved over to a new area Tuesday afternoon and we have been busy cutting grass and cleaning around
the barracks. This area hasndt been used for about si:
buildings are pretty new dmice.

This poem that you wrote is pretty nice, but | donbd
think you would do a anything like that.

Mom said that she sent my proofs back to have them developed so will have her send meamddhpte
send you one.

Well, Honey, | will close for now and write to my folks and write again soon.

Love and Kisses
Your Sweatheart
Clayton

P.S. My fountain pen went dry so | borrowed Kimballs. He is going to mail this for dnis araiting for it now.
Goodnight and sweat dreams.

Butte, Nebraska

October 18, 1945

My Darling Clayton,

Anot her |l etter writt emlebnied Sthtes Aring, reachel its sldstihatigniogay.i n t h e
| am still givingtan ks t hat it came to me instead of to
sure bothers me. But skip it.

I quite well realize why you read my letter over so many timeserely because you could hardly make

out the writingandsecndl y you coul dndét wunderstand it. You canbt
Gee! Darling, a year sure sounds like a long time. | realize that you will more than likely be gone for a year
no matter what comes but | mean a year without seeingwyiod | seem | i ke a century to me

about the Army and | pretend to know less but one thing darn sure the army makes promises but very seldom keeps

them. That enlisting etc., that you wrote about, is what Richard joined but by thevietteceived yesterday, he

hadnét received his papers yet and they were ready to
abroad. I sure hope they did, too because hilslanqgsust doe:
He said it is not a secret so it doesndt dhounrdtt tnoe atneltlh a
it is the writing it, that would hurt. | would, thruthfully, give anything to talk with you again. Did | readyritjlatt

you want thdurloughmo st of al | ? Now, dear, tell me, fAjust why d

No, Darling, slang isné6t just for people under 12,

AKi ddo one night ,amd tahme orveeprl yl 2wads tShoi st hat i s what | me
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home, | really hear enough slang but he never says anything when anyone is gususdmetimes, to be silly and

to give us an idea of the army, he uses it. Otherwise he nevaa sayst hi ng out of the O6road. 6
watching his tongue. And furthermore, Honey, | never heard you say anything out of this line of English lingo,

either. That is a comp. for you and please take it. What you did say was all very egesi§taod and | remember

every word. Darling, | can still hear your voice repeating those words over and over. | will never forget them.

We , Raymond and | went to Spencer |l ast night. Rayn
sleptinthear and waited for me. l snét that a brother? He
that way about her, I dondt want to intrude. I know s|

between them if | can help it.
| just heard some news so had to stop to tell that first. | have to walk home tonight. More fun!! Itis so

_____ col d. Al most freezing but if | hurry fast enougl
before and | can do it agailsometimes it is a lot of fun, it helps my morale.

Now | &m going back to |l ast night. I have danced wi
night . He has never said anything to meatérst-douthot i t |, eit |
anymor e. I n plain English Ed just doesndédt rate with m
him, aside; | will be much happier. Will you do that, for me?

We received anot her | et tshipbutfTonumyBoRka &lamAndersandayay . He
from Anoka that were with him since in Camp Fannin, shipped and Richard and a boy from Monowi were sent back
to Hdg., not much to their disappointment thugh. He ¢
hoping for the best and so are we.

Wel |l , Darling, 16l be signing off for this time, b
Dreamland.

Il 61l just put this little photo in. ylotu idoo ndltd wamd

it, send it back. Good Luck & God Bless You.

Your Sweetheart,
Elaine

Butte, Nebraska
October 21, 1945

My Darling Clayton,

Here | go again, trying to write to you. | would rather be with you, angdaelin person, what | have to
say. It would be much easier, than writing.

| received your welcomed letter of October 18th, just this morning and one good thing, | received it after
church instead of before, or slsaymwp TiHatdsthédmmudhgourdettdrsi st ened |
affect me.

Talk about the moon! Say, Honey, | wish you were here to see the moon we have. ltis just beautiful! And
|l 6m not fooling. There is nothing | andbsukendionrisesr about
They are always very attractive to me. Tonight it is exceptionally beautiful.

My brother even had to go out to see ités beauty.
could only get a furlough. Honey, | long $ee you every time | think about it. If you could only get a furlough
without all of that #fAstuffo, 6é6twould be O. K. with me.
Oh! Yes, I dm still teaching. I get along O. K. I o

know that | was evall. | have eight pupils, the same as last term but the school is so nice and much more
interesting than |l ast year. I really like teaching ani
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others, but | like children, so naturally, thase nice to my notion. Two months of school will soon be past, too.
That sounds pretty good to my notion.

Il 61l bet it is fun cleaning around the buildings, ¢
work? | enjoy making somethingpet t y, maybe | shoul dn6ét but | do.

Say, Darling, what do you mean, when you say that vy
when it comes to referring to that poem? Do you really trust me that far? Do you really and truly want me to be
drued to you? It would, truthfully, be the easiest th

that | can be trusted, too. | have so far and | can continue.

Raymond and Evelyn went to Naper to the dance last night. Framl\wkard they had a pretty good
ti me. At |l east they didnét | ack partners. That real |
content.

Well, Sweetheart, we had a pretty big day with a lot of company so maybe | should sign off.
Good Lk & God Bless You.

All my love & Kisses
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018

Co. H. , 2nd. Bn. , 1st. Re
A.G.F.R.D.#3

Fort Riley, Kansas

October 22, 1945

Dearest Sweatheart:

Your most welcome letters arrived here yesterday and one today and | was really glad to get them. You
never will know how much your | etters mean to me as t hi
and | hope that | ner do.

Kimble and | went to Lincoln Saturday afternoon but there were so many Officers there that we went on to
Fremont. We got there about 8:00 and it was really dead there. We ate supper and then started to drink beer. It was
really goodtodrinksme good ol d Nebraska beer again. We went ove
look very good to us but we stood around for a while and then went up to our hotel room. We slept until noon and
went down to see Ji mo 8etodkabusto Lintanrat 3B amdileft Lincolmeaa 6:30 and o u r .
caught a special bus to here.

We planned on going to Omaha next week end but changed our minds because we were the last two to get
on the bus and a lot of soldiers had to wait for the midrigk and they were an hour late getting back this
mor ni ng. I't is too much of a chance to take as | woul
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| will admit that a year seems like a long time, but the reason | wanted the furlough is stothdtget
home and be with you again. | am really stumped as to what | should do as some think that we will get out sooner if
there are enough who sign up for the regular Army.

| read in the Spencer Advocate about Vere Wilson. That happens to @aHesefdischarged men. A lot of
these pilots completed there missions without getting a scratch and come back here and get killed in a little Piper
Cub.

| was really glad to get your picture and put it in my billfold and carry my billfold in my left ghoket at
all times so that you will be next to my heart. | wrote to Mom to send me a couple and | will send you one as soon
as | get them. They probably wondédt be very good as |

It rained here yesterday and it was so cbld morning that there was ice on any little puddle of water. We
almost froze this morning when we started on our road march, but soon got warmed up in a hurry. We walked (ran
half of the time to keep up with our Lieutenant) six miles and it took u$justinutes. We got back at 9:00 and

then came back to the company and played volleyball, s
volleyball.

Honey, i f you want to go to a dance neerjustbetaugetd hi ng go
am not there to take you. I dondét want my Agirl o to s

I will close for tonight as | am pretty tired and will have to shave yet before | go to bed and dream about
you. | &Imy dremrasgonightt u |

Goodnight Sweatheart
Pleasant Dreams
Your Loving Darling
Clayton
You write that Ed doesn6t rate anymor e.
That is swell and | will forget about him.

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. H. , 2nd. Bn. , 1st. Reg:
A.G.F.R.D.#3
Fort Riley, Kansas
October 23, 1945
My Dearest Darling Elaine:

Here goes for another letter to the swellest and loveliest girl in the whole world. At least she is to my
knowledge. Ter e i snét much to write but | am still thinking

We didndt do much this morning except kill time by
break up a riot or mob as they think that wi# mn into some situations like that overseas and will have to stop
them. Our Sargent let us have an hour of bunk fatigue just before dinner. That is laying around on our beds and
sleeping but was tireder when | got up than before | laid down. Weoneand threw a few practice hand
grenades and came back about 3:30. We were supposed to have a retreat parade but they called it off because it was
raining pretty hard.

Kimball and | took one uniform apiece over to the dry cleaners and then wentaltivenP.X. for a while
and bought a couple of magazines to read.

We are to have tomorrow afternoon off but | think | will stay here and wash some of my clothes but may go
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to Junction City as | have to send my garrison cap and hand bag home. We kees®equipment and canteen so
have to carry them around in our barracks bags so | am going to send them also as they take up too much room.

I had to take time out and Iight up my pipe again.
while. I bought it two years ago in Plattsmouth when we
three packages of tobacco in it ever since | had it.

The fellows in here are really ornery tonight. Some of them have gone to the show and thieiynare
their sheets so that they candt get in bed. The | egs
fold under. They usually do that after a person is laying down nice and comfortable just thinking about someone
back home and yocan just imagine who that person is that | think about.

You wrote in your letter dated Oct. 18 that you gave thanks that my letter came to you instead of to
Please let me know what it is that bothers you. Do you think that there is somedhatdisared for? | would
like to know who it is but please forget the whole thing as you are the one and only one that | care about and | really
mean that.

I will close for now as it is five minutes before lights out. We have to write here in trecksas they
don6t have any tables in the day r oom.

Goodnight Sweatheart
All My Love & Kisses
Your Sweatheart Clayton

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. H. , 2nd. Bn. , 1st. Re
A.G.F.R.D.#3
Fort Riley, Kansas
October 24, 1945
Dearest Sweatheart:

| received your most welcome letter dated Oct. 21, this noon and was really glad to get it. We have this
afternoon off so | just laid around and thought that it would be a gooddid® a little letter writing and will start
off by writing to you.

We didnét do anything this morning but they checked
di dndét have them they took down otheyexplainedeto ua abdut emlsstingar e t o
in the regular Army. It sounds like a pretty good deal and | may sign up as | want that furlough very much so that |
can go home and see you again.

They didndét have anything elosheyletusgooutandplayfodtwall, f r om 10
softball or play volleyball. | played volleyball as | have a catch between my shoulder blades. | guess | got it last
night as we had all of the windows open and it was too drafty in here.

Yes, Darling, | really ad truly meant what | said about me not having to worry about you in reference to
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that poem. I know that | can trust you and know that
you went out with someone else as long as it is somgecent whom | would approve. You know about which
kind that would be. | imagine that it gets pretty monotonous not having a chance to go out once in a while. As for

me it seems that these women ar oundelhavefeundwhatltwasd ondt ap|
|l ooking for and believe that she is the one for me. I
sorry of it.

Yes, | really enjoy cleaning up around the buildings, especially if there is a lot of grasd.atdwave
al ways wanted to fix up around our4 house but coul dnodt
some bluegrass and put in a yard fence. Maybe, after | get out of this Army and get settled down, | can get
something accompligd.

The fellow who sleeps in the bed next to me has gotten out his harmonica and is playing so will take a little
time out to listen to him. He is really good and I truthfully enjoy a good song played on a harmonica. One fellow
who sleeps downstairs éasgood trumpet player but left his trumpet at home. He used to play in several leading
orchestras, and played in the C.B.S. Symphony Orchestra before he was drafted. He said that he had a notion to
send for it but that he may be shipped out beforetihgee.

| will close for now and will drop a few lines to the folks. | have a lot of relation that | should write to but
feel like writing now, as we will be shipping out next week.

Goodnight, Sweat Dreams, Sweatheart,
Lots of Love & Kisses
Clayton

Butte, Nebraska
October 25, 1945

My Darling Clayton,

| received your swell letter of October 22nd, just this morning and was | glad to get it. It was the first one
since Sunday. You really kept me guessing. llwdun 6t have received one from you t
have given up hopes of ever getting one. | really looked for one from you yesterday and was really disappointed
when | didno6t get it. Honey, |l pmease dopnbdinhgi gyhut hat.
hear as often as | do and it is often but | could never hear too often from you. That is how | mean it, and what your
|l etters mean to me. No, Honey, what ever afoatwritidgo, dono
me and | really appreciate that. | &m beginning to be
forget me. |l 6m not worth remembering but | | ove you
s houl datdvay bl leam tarfd please forgive me.

I just put the children to work so they wouldnét bo
0ti kesd6 are always bothering me. One sur e tswéeng, I wo

So you fAkidso were in Lincoln and Fremont. So cl os
to have seen you!!l I guess | wil/l have to move to Omal
years since youwere hem hasnét it ? Gosh, it sure seems |ike it bu
November because | plan to go to Omaha for my Thanksgiving and stay over until the Sunday night following.
Maybe you could have made it to Omaha too but thaidao | e mont h fr om now. Il 6m sur e
dozens of things could happen to prevent our going. | am sure hoping for the best, nevertheless.

t
(I
S
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Now Honey, donét be so foolish over thatchgyoofy pict
fcornyod thing. But truthfully, I am glad you feel the
Well, Honey, | am glad that you feel the way you do about me not always staying home. What | meant
was, do youarcoauwned 2of IBefirtunnutdihmdlt wiatle médaitf [yado, (pl eas

wi t h. I havendédt done either yet.

Right after school, | have to go to town. Boy! How | hate that. The Internal Revenue Collector is in town,
so | have to see him. More fun!!! There has been #kemixup over my income tax and | rather doubt if it will
ever get straightened out. If | had as much good looks as all the money | have given for income tax, | would really

be beautiful. By the time t hey eavevkremughIdeeerafterflpayalr t axes
of my expenses. Ha! That is one thing that really gets me, though, after we earn it, we have to pay almost 1/4 of it
for our income tax. -just batf of wreatd pay mow. | teally shawadstn ésta ymuacnhy t hi ng

though, as my twin sister way paying $13.76, last year.
Now by twin sister, | mean the swellest gal that ever lived. She is really swell. Her name is Elaine Zink.
Il s she fiever cuteo!!! She i stwdyeassmWeélveere &/arse thantsister.eGee¢! t o s
We sure used to have fun together and now when you get us two together you can hardly get us to part. Evelyn
never was like a sister to me. | mean that when | was 12 she got married and now when sheneashe hust

doesndt realize that | am gradually growing up. We | u:
anymore.

Gosh!! Clayton!! I didndét mean to say al/l of these
either. Sojuss ki p over it lightly and maybe it wondét be too g
There is a dance in Spencer tonight. My cousin just called and wanted to know if | wanted to go along. |
mi ght go, I dondét know for sure. | ater. Butdldbgorlwitbeat | wo
thinking of you and |16l sit one dance fioutodo and just
I saw that cousin of yours in Spencer | ast night |

just happened to get a glimpse of him befoeecame home. We went down to Spencer right after school and came
home right away. Evelyn had to go down and have Dr. P

and oh! how carressing!! Ha! | know what his loves are like.
Oh! and Bob P.red Joan had a wreck sometime between dark Tues night and early Wed. morning. We

saw the car and is it ever smashed!!! No one was-futt was Mal |l oryo6s car too.

Wel |l , Darling, 16l1 have to close. od luck & &odpr acti c al
Bless You. All my Love & Kisses. Your Sweetheart. Elaine
I 861 1 be thinking of wu always. What does S.L.M.H. mean’

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. H. , 2nd Bn. , 1st. Regdt .
A.G.F.R.D.#3
Fort Riley, Kansas
October 26, 1945
My Darling Elaine:

| just got back from the telephone office and have a little time yet before it is time for lights out. | have to
shave yet but can do that after the lights go out as there is a light in the shomweIroight.

| wrote to the folks last week and told them to meet me in Omaha this weekend and said that | would call
them if | could go or not. | got a letter from Daddy yesterday and he said that they could meet me there but that |
shouldcallcollet t oni ght to | et them know whether or not | was
make it now.

| put in my call at 5:45 and the operator said that it would take about a half hour but | waited until 7:40
before it went through. It seerike all of the calls that go through Omaha have about a two hour delay. | could
hear my Mom just as plain as if she were about a mile away.
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Wel | Honey, I put my name down to sign u for a yea
with aCaptain yet and will get a little more dope on it and then we can either sign up or not. We can sign up here
and then they will hold us here until our six months are up or we can wait until we get o our P.O.E.

There are three shipments of men goingtbatlast part of next week and 500 will be in each shipment.
They are going to Camp Pickett, W. Va. I dondt think |
chance to sign up before then.

Today was rally a gloomy day for everyone. ks that our officers and sargents were rather sour. We
went out on a road march again this morning and walked nine miles. It took us a little over two hours. We had a
little close order drill and map reading this afternoon but we were so tired tlthkiweéen 6t car e what we di
sargent caught anyone goofing off they had to do twent)

My right foot seems to bother me now. | guess that | have a fallen arch or a march fracture. | suppose that
loughttogo on sick call and have it taped up but | have ne

Honey, | will c¢close for now as there isnb6t much to
tonight.

Your Darling Sweathart
All My Love & Kisses
Clayton

I 61 1 see you in my dreams again tonight.

Butte, Nebraska
October 26, 1945
My Darling Clayton,

Another perfect day has passed by with a letter from you. How | love to hear frolin Jast think, each
day that passes means just one more closer to the day when you come home. You will never know how | long for
that day. That is the only thing that | am living for.

di sputes. Ha! Hal Now, honey, dondét take me wrong, p
three battle stars since Raymond came homeerpfartHel al so
has been home three weeks and the last one has been so gruesome that | can hardly stand it. Neither of us chatter

So they are teaching you how to break up riots, are they? Welltj s o t hey dondét teach vy
I
I

with each other on friendly ter ms, not too much of a r
Gee! et dlilt bs swell to have a few fieasyo weeks, i snf¢
to and |16l just guess that you arendét gripping about |
Darn you, iif you smoke a pi pe eledoughtodattsat Iwautdi ng your

probably be |l oving you so much that | 6d wring your nec|
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me?

They really must pull some good ones, down there. | quite well remember when Richard was home how
wewed to fight. I donét mean fight, but we -alénre al way:
fun. When he woul dndt take me wi tsheeti, brrg somethinglikelthdt. ei t h e |
| remember onetimehgant ed to go to Bonesteel and so did | but |
clothes shut so he couldn6t get into them, every piece
gottogoalongbecause hetwouwltdndé®Onei phing sur e, I wouldno6t | u:

under me. That would be a little bit too much fun.

Evelyn & | went to the dance in Spencer last night. | enjoyed myself but | really missed you. Really,

honey, Imissedyourprs ence t her e. The dances just arenét as inte
can guess why. I saw Warren Collins there, too. He o1
really love to see you before yougo acrose& Hcame vi a Grand | sl and and doesnoét
fish.
Oh! Yes! And | saw your cousin, Don Klasna, too. He had to tell me he heard from you and you said that
you hear from me but that is all he would tell me. He must be a swelhcousio have, one that does
everything. I f I'dm not mistaken, | would say that he |
arenbét any other kids that know it | am quite sure, nol
Well, Darlin g , it is 10:00 ob6bclock now and you can guess
night and today the Co. Supt . came to visit and | &d&m abq«
I 61 1 be seeing you in my dreams so until next ti me.

Good Luck & God Bless Mpweetheart,
All My Love & Kisses

Your Sweetheart

Elaine

Butte, Nebraska
October 27, 1945
My Darling Clayton,

The old Counts clock keeps ticking away, mbun ut e aft
who cares; I donét . The faster the time goes, the bet:
someday, which | hope is soon, I dondét think that | wil

| sure wish that | could bihere to play a game of volleypall with you. When | was in high school we
used to play volleyball practically every noon. | really enjoyed the game but that has been about three and a half
years ago and | will admist atnhdatr elg ud cantdito njsu, s tb urte niehnabte rw o
difference, if | could only be with you.

I made a dress for myself today, and am | tired. Evelyn went to Spencer right after dinner and left Darold
with me so that meant take care of him and Mother,.b®tien to top the afternoon, My aunts & an uncle from
At kinson came over so you can i magine how much time | |
so happy to have them here. I  hadnodit Betheghingthatleph f or s o
me from sewing was your letter. | would sew a while, then | would have to reread your letter and that is the way it
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went all afternoon. Anyway, I finished the dmess exce|
Raymond really |likes it but he doesndt | i ke red and he
red, either, do you, or do you?

| just read your letter over and saidtomy-disl guess | 611 havewihtbhatlloadel CI ay't
|l ast night, just to see what he will say, 0 and she sai
other girls too and he doesndédt necessarily have to tell
doo She doesnét know the half of it, and what she does
getting her anyplace so | never say a word. She, ri ght
it tickles me. llike secrets and secrets are not secrets when more than two people know the secret.

No, Darling, it isndét monotonious not going with an
thoughts are of you, and | seem to be with you in spirit at least.

Sentimental

Wel |, Honey, when you come home, I 61 | keep you in F
Al t hough, I dondét know any present popular ones (songs.
house dances over here lusedtp | ay part ti me. I't was a |l ot of fun but
interesting anymor e. We dondt have a radio and | havei
have a chance is at danc éstenandcahtchithe tiimen But | hapetdo bembhleddhplay i me j |
AWhen the Yanks Raised the Flag on |Iwo Jima. o0 soon. I

enjoy playing but | would rather listen to someone else play either a harnoo@Einaccordian.

Well, Darling Dear, | have to rise early in the mornin and go to church so perhaps | had better sign off this

time.
Good Luck & God Bless You, Dearest
All my love & Kisses to my Sweetheart,
Your Darling,
Elaine
May || shgyefYou?o

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. H. , 2nd Bn. , 1st. Re g
A.G.F.R.D.#3
Fort Riley, Kansas
October 28, 1945
Dearest Elaine,

| will drop you a few lines this afternoon before | go back to &etlam pretty tired. | had K.P. yesterday
and got through about 8:00. | went to bed at 10:30 and got up at 11:00 this noon. | guess | had too much sleep that
makes me so tired.

It is pretty nice today but is awful windy. | suppose it will fool ambamd blow up a rain again. | was
going to wash out a few clothes but it is too windy to keep them on the line so will wait until Wednesday afternoon.

I am really glad that | had K.P. and didntihey try t o
coul dndédt get any tickets on the noon bus as a bunch hat
going home on their furlough. They had reservations for this bus so had too many passengers for any others.



RG5324.AM: Klasna, Claytn Index and letter transcripts 75

My folks wantmetomde t hem i n Omaha next Saturday but | donot
as this company will be on shipping orders (at least part of them) and all of us will be restricted. | have my name
down for an interview to see about enlisting so probably@wat be on shipping orders or
|l get out to W. Va. I would rather sign up here and t |
ride all of the way out there and back.

Please excuse my poor writingaslam t t i ng in bed and using my pillow
tables over here in the day room so we candt write our

It is pretty quiet in here today except for a card game and some are discussing the football game at
Manhattan. Bythe sounds of things it was pretty good. Kansas State played against Oklahoma and Oklahoma beat.
They had special transportation from here and reduced rates for any soldiers who wanted to go. | would have liked
to gone but as i dllylikeacsseela gand faokbdllmame. g o . Il re

I got a letter from my Mom yesterday noon and she s
but thought they should get them any day and would send me some as soon as they got them.

Well, Honey, | willclose for now and probably write to my folks yet. | will write again when | get time.

With All of my Love & Kisses
Your Sweatheart Clayton

P.S. I havendédt gotten any letter fromhywmalealsi nce | ast

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. H. , 2nd Bn. , 1st Regb6t
A.G.F.R.D. #3
Fort Riley, Kansas
October 29, 1945
My Dearest Darling,

I received two swel |l intewhelevworldfthisaagon andl ecallfireearetleat € st  gi r
was so glad to get them that | didndét even believe that
outside and read them.

They were the first ones since last Friday that | feagived and | was wondering if something had
happened to your mail but felt very much relieved as soon as | saw who they were from. You can never know how
much they mean to me.

| would really and truly have liked to met you in Omaha some weekendabuhbt going to try it unless |
have a ride as they didnét put on a speci al bus at Li nt
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suppose that the folks could bring me back if they would come to Omaha.

No, Honey, | donmdtounmalr easi l ywowlrdwmdét want you to be
far as who you go with doesnét make very much differen:
you wouldnét go with anybody I ike that.

You wrote about havingt go t o town and see the Collector of | nt
have to pay this year or whether | will have to, but | had to pay $152.00 last year.

That car that ASlugdo was driving wasadtnhbe omd dt hat all
woul dndédt have if | had known that | would be down here
could go home every weekend and then drive out to see you. He is really quite a kid. He is just at that age where he
stars acting smart and | get a big kick out of him. We really did have a lot of fun when | was a civilian yet, back in
the good old days.

Well, Honey, | have decided to sign up for a year as | want that furlough and | got a letter from Mom
tonightandshessi d t hat they could use me very nicely during cc
here or if | will have to wait until | get to the next camp as some rumors are going around about them not holding us
here until our six months are up.

Byt he way you wrote in your | etter you must not | ik
my neck but | am going to take the chance as | am far
a pipeful a couple times a week, especl | y when | am writing as | dondt have

on everything.

So you are going to spend Thanksgiving in Omaha. It is mighty hard to tell where | will spend mine.
Maybe | will get that furlough and spend it at home butiaather spend Christmas there.

Yes, this is really a lot better than it was down in Texas. The last three weeks have been pretty easy and |
have put on a little more weight down here. | weighed myself down at the P.X. tonight and weighed 166 Ibs.

Well, Darling, | will be signing off for tonight and will write again tomorrow night.

All My Love & Kisses
Your Darling Sweetheart
Clayton
Still Love Me Honey? | Love U.
Butte, Nebraska
October 29, 1945
My Darling Clayton,
| received your swell letter of October 26th, today. It sure seems good to hear from you, it is a little more
like talking with you.
Say, Honey, when | began reading your letter | was practically on edge. | thought that you meant this

comingweg-end but you didnét and besides | finally came to
remained in Omaha and you wouldnét have come home anyw

Tal k about telephone call s. I had abdMepgotachlle wor st
here yesterday and | answered the telephone. I't was a
AYou are just the one | wanted. O Gosh was | thrill ed!
seemeinafe mi nut es. I couldnét figure out who it could po

away. It was Ed Tiefenthaler, a guy that married Agnes Boettcher, while she was working here. He is back in

civilian clothes now and is leaving inghmorning for Montana to get his wife. Oh! Yes. He is married so please

don6t worry, but he did start out here and the car st o]
journey. Boo! Hoo!
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Darling, | am really anxious to know which wthings are going to go with you, within the next few

weeks. But, please, honey, dondét | et me have anything
am innocent. Forget me, until you decide because seeing me may not be woetrathe,y af t er war d. I s n

Gee! |l sure hope that you wondét be in any of those
better. Now dond6t take me wrong for | meant it for thi

We had company this evenindpr supper too. Onwas a discharged soldienow wait- one was his
wife. He described quite fully what pushups are so it is no wonder that the guys wanted to stay alert. He was telling
about his work in the Army, first he was in 6 mos., then in the Aleutians 3 yeatiseamich the Army another year.

That guy is really swell, he isndt one of the type to |
a little tiny stick and hit the guys on their helmets when they became droopy. They really mustvakereed
them.

Il am really sorry, honey, that your foot bothers yo
stand on my own two feet, wonodot | ? A stitch in time s;:
again. Ha! Wd| honey, | really am serious about being sorry that your foot bothers you, because | never feel sorry
for anyone and never want anyone to feel that way toward me. But what hurts you seems to hurt my heart. | really
mean that, Darling, it is the truth.

Have you ever heard about Norma Ludemannds husband?
came AWOL. Now for punishment, they are to send him out of the States and he is neither to hear from or see her
for at least six months but it may be extendetimo years, depending on his behavior, or he can have six months in
the guard house now, and when he is discharged, serve six more months in the Navy with hard labor. | sure am glad
that | am neither Norma nor her husband.

There is a Halloween dance@pencer, Wednesday night. Presumably, we will go, but nothing is definite,
yet. Would you care if | went with a handsomeseidier, age 27- too old, whom I love very much, but not as
much as someone el se? I k n o wt apyause explaihing. know who | me an

Last Thursday night, Swede Fredrich wanted to date me but the effort he put forth was all in vain. Then he
wanted a date for Sunday night but he didndét have much

exactyand | di dndét want to take chances. Honey, | &d&m sat.
The ol d Count stdck, soll lrad Bettesbe yeady tb dockkefore | hear the old red cock.
(That is what Raymond used ingdohesaafrpp you. We | | Sweet heart, (I

God Bless You & All my Love & Kisses
Your Sweetheart,

Elaine
Take good care of that foot Honey and remember il Love
P. S. I forgot to tell you, that t heestryingsto farae emetodutifmy o6 f i |

off but by using too much force, it just broke off. | still have enough left to keep the tip of my thumb from getting
sore so you can imagine how long it was. Mom dared me to send it to you, so | am.

S/Sgt W. Colins 37465996
Co. A B.&G.F.IR.D. #3
Ft. Riley, Kansas
Oct. 30, 1945

Dear Elaine,

Go ahead and say it. I didnét come out to school
woul dndt have been aveleteveryldllygelmmea. sveuldhave iovedthiat anchl suppose
the pupils would have too. Would you?

My brother just took me as far as Bartlett and | caught a bus there. Got in Lincoln about eleven. Stayed
there until the next morning. Then | cammn into Camp. Believe it or not | was on time for a change.

El aine, there isnb6t much news around here so |61 |

Love,
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Warren
Write

Butte, Nebraska
October 31, 1945
My Darling Clayton
| just received your swell letter of October 28th. | could hardly wait for the mail carrier to go and you can

guess why. I hadnét heard from you since Monday. Oof ¢
letter yesterd y . The day just didnét seem right. Everything
mind constantly.

Darl ing, I candét figure out the reason why you hadn
Friday, Saturday, Mondagnd one Tuesday so if you havenét gotten t hi

Those days are the days | mailed the letters, they were written the day before except the letter | wrote Sat. night and
di dnét get mail ed untaédal andfeasd befeve me.That i s the truth, d
Gee! Honey! l &m just holding my breath until | he
wait to see you.
My brother is going to Omaha next Tuesday or Wednesday to see his girl, if they finish pickitigicorn

we ek . It is about time for my vacation, too, but [06l]1
t hen, Il 61l forget all about a vacation. And how | hop
gethomeandt candét be too soon to suit me. Two weeks from

months of service will be over if that will be any help to you. Time really flies but of how slowly it passes by when

you want it to fly and how swiftlyfiflies when you want the time to stop and barely go by at all. At least | knew the

ti me when | didndét want the time to fly and | know t hat
You know, Darling, | would be a pretty happy girl, if you were hombelieve | would be completely

happy and woul dndt ask for anything el se.
The last we heard from Richard, he was going that day, to either sign or not sign the papers to join the

regular Army. There were twentliree going together and he was almost uehe would sign. He was in 6

months the 9th of (April). | mean October. He went into the Army in April.
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I sure hope that he signs because | d6m really gettin
get to see him because sheissoVveoyyw; we t hink that it may bring her bacl
continuously about him. Ever since she received word that he was to ship out of the states, she has been getting
worse.

Darling, please forgive me but | just had to say it. | triytodourden anyone with my troubles, but when it
is your mother, it is different. One of us girls has to be with her all of the time and if we both leave we get our

cousins to stay with her. If only there was someone who could relieve heror helhherr 8 j ust i snoét a t
can do for her and God alone knows how we wish we could.

Wel | | Sweet heart, I 611 be thinking of you al ways an
Bless You.

All my Love & Kisses to the
Best guy in the World

Your Sweetheart,

Elaine

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018

Co. H. , 2nd Bn. , 1st. Regét
A.G.F.R.D. #3

Fort Riley, Kansas

October 31, 1945

Dearest Elaine,

Here it is Wednesday afternoon andtjanother dreary day almost gone. The only good thing about it is
that | received a swell letter from the nicest girl in the whole world and it was truthfully appreciated. The next best
thing was the fact that it is the last day of the month whichyisha vy . We have this afternoon
feel like going anyplace.

The time sure seems to go fast down here as we have been here three weeks now but it seems like it has
been an awful long time since | last saw you. Four weeks ago tonigatexact but seems more like two months.

| had planned on writing to you last night but the night really slipped by. | was so tired that | laid down and
thought that | would rest a while and tuhtietheycame t e t o vy ol
through at 9:30 to turn the lights out. I didnoét even

We didnét do much this morning but clean up the bar
many men sit around and gamble after theypgéd. There are about a dozen sitting around one bed playing poker
now. Most of those are on guard tonight so couldnét gt

What do you do, make dresses on your spare time? It is something to do to pass time and is helpful also.
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Yes, | do like red. | really mean that honey.

So you went out with a Blonde the other night. Who was it? Not that | object but was just wondering.
There is a little saying about truck drivers. They will pass up a Brunette, stop for a Blondegkang bahalf mile
for a Redhead. Nothing like that ever happened to me but Gallentine was telling me that when | went to Omaha
with him.

I havendédt been to a dance since | |l eft home and | g
probablyw né6t know how to dance by the time | get back fron
I dondét know if | am going to get a chance to sighn
sign up and had six months in the Army alreadg they signed up this morning. Those who signed up are going
home on their furlough next week.
I heard a |ittle saying about a Chinese commenting
cook it go make it hot, put ice in it to make it@oput sugar in it to make it sweet, add lemon to make it sour, pours
it in a glass and says heref6s to you and drinks it him
I have never heard that song AWhen They Rise The FI
My favorite songnowisi Sent i ment al Journey. 0 I also |like AWho Thr

hillbilly song.
Well, Honey, | will close for now and be thinking of you always.
Your Loving Sweetheart
All My Love and Kisses
Clayton

I love you trdly. My bedside partner gave me this little verse and dared me to sent it to my girl and | took the dare.
Hope you dondt mind.

Woman
Sheds an angel in truth, a demon in fiction,
A womansé6és the greatest of all/l contradictions;
Sheds aforckirdaath,a shedl | scream at a mouse,
But sheol | tackle a husband as big as a house.
Shedl | take him for better, shedl | take him for wor
Shedl | split his head open and then be his nurse;
And when he is well and out of bed,
Shedl | pi ¢k thnowatkkishtad.apot and
Sheds faithful, deceitful, keen sighted and blind,,
Sheds crafty, shebés simple, sheds cruel, sheds kind
Shedl | l'ift a man up, shedll cast a man down.
Shedl | make him her her o, her ruler, her c¢cl own.
You fancy shed tthhats,s lbeuds ytohua tf;i
For shedl | play like a kitten and fight I|ike a cat.
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Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. H., 2nd. Bn. , 1st. Regot .
A.G.F.R.D. #3
Fort Riley, Kansas
November 1, 1945
My Dearest Sweetheart,

Another day gone by and another letter from that sweet girl back home came to me tonight. As far as the
day goes it wasndét very good for me. It seems that | ]
Army) to do anything.

To start the day off, | got up tireder than when | went to bed and then we had a nine mile road march and |
was really tired when that was over. We went to a show and saw two combat films right after dinner and then had a
parade. Gen. Wiawright stopped over at this camp on his tour of Army camps so we had to parade and pass in
review before him. |l usually | ike parades but sure di
but may snap out of it soon.

Honey, | sue wish that | knew what to do about signing up as | might have to go to the Pacific after | got
back and would rather go to Europe where it is a little more civilized. Some days | have my mind made up to sign
up and in a few days | change my mind. Threreen 6t any shipments going out of t
next week. No, Honey, I coul dnét forget you |l ong enou
| get that furlough.

So old Swede Fredrickson tried to date you? lammsugl ad t hat you didnét as tha
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approve. I have known him for about ten years and kno\
that he used to go with were the oseenonthelsteeetwith. woul dndt
| got a letter from my cousin Harold this noon. He is in the Navy and was at Seattle but is now in Pearl
Harbor. It took them twelve days to make the trip which is around 2500 miles. He is on a L.S.T. boat and he said
that ittraveled pretty slow. He said that they ran into a lot of rough weather which made a lot of the boys seasick
but it never bothered him.
Say, how long are your finger nails anyway? They must be awful if you broke that much off and still have
enough to kep the end of your finger covered. | never noticed them as being that long, to tell you the truth. | never
paid any attention to them. I guess | was |l ooking int«
you go with this handsoenex soldier as | know who you mean and | know him. He is really a swell guy or at least
he was several years when | knew him.
| just took time out to enjoy some cake and ice cream. A boy from Omaha brought a cake back with him
last Sunday and he wetatthe P.X. and brought back some ice cream. He, Kimball, and | ate it and it really was
good. | am about froze up now but | just lit up a cigar so maybe that will warm me up a little.
We.., Darling, | will close for tonight as it is 8:30 and | havéhanr yet to write to my folks and to my
cousin.
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
P.S. That foot of mine is getting a little better and maybe if | stay in bed over the weekend it will get better.
Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. H, 2nd Bn., 1st. Regbt
A.G.F.R.D. #3
Fort Riley, Texas
November 2, 1945
My Dearest Elaine,
Her e | go again writing another |l etter to you. The

am still thinking of you.

It looked like it was going to be a nice day the way the sun came up but it changed in an awful hurry. It
was so cold that we had on our wool sweat shirts but
enough to do any good. In fathhade it that much colder.

We went over to the warehouse (wirehouse as we call it) this afternoon and got our field jackets and
overcoats. They are all used but will do until we get to the next camp. They have only two sizes in the Army, too
large andoo small. Most of the clothes that they have down here are too large. When they asked if we had all of
our clothes they filled out a form and put down our size. | asked for a size 36 R in the jacket and overcoat but | got a
46 jacket and a 38 overcodtcan assure you that | will never be seen in public with that overcoat on. If | get that
thirty day furlough and it gets so cold that | have to wear an overcoat | will wear my civilian clothes. Most likely |
will wear them most of the time anyway.

Ki mball wants to go to Wichita tomorrow afternoon

b
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care about going anypl ace. I dondét |i ke to stay in cal

Tomorrow morning is Saturdayaming again which means another inspection. | will have to shave,
polish my shoes, and get my buttons polished up. | had to get a haircut again tonight as when they think you need a
haircut you just as well forget about a weekend pass and plan ondoeiq§. on Sunday.

| got a letter from Mom this noon and she said that they had gotten my pictures and had sent me a couple
but | havendt got them yet. She said that they werenboi
soon as | can.

There sure arenét very many guys up stairs tonight
arguing about some poker game that they played some days ago. One boy has such a loud voice that we can hear
him for about a block.

Well, Honey, | wil close for tonight as | have an hour yet to get ready for tomorrow.

Your Loving Sweetheart
All My Love & Kisses

Clayton
| Love You Honey
Butte, Nebraska
November 2, 1945
il édm startind now, so here | go, O

This is the way Raymond told me to write the salutation.
My Darling Clayton,
That sounds just a I|little better, doesndt it? Al so

Your most welcomed letter arrived this morning. It took four days for this letter to comés, thatas
mailed Oct. 30 and | received it the 2nd of Nov. Usually if you mail it one day, | received it the second day
following. | hope the rest of your letters come with a little more speed. When you send them give them a little more
Opush&a! Harlhey can6t come too fast to suit me and ther

We had a little bad luck here, today. Daddy and Raymond were so proud (happy) that they finished picking
corn, this noon, that they decided to haul cane this aftarand tomorrow which would finish the work for right
now. Daddy ate a nice dinner but got a little bit hungry this afternoon about 2:00 P.M. so tried to eat a sandburr. It
|l odged behind his tonsil and t hebyutc oHia wlknidénts gceotu lidin éotu td. o
Mr. Roush was here so he said he would take him to Norfolk, so to Norfolk they went at 3:20. Jim just called now
from Norfolk and said they couldnét do a t hiossiplef or Dad

They are quite sure that they canét get it removed by
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City. Jim said that more than |l ikely they would end uj
have to suffer thdbng.

One good thing, though, the darned old sandburr <can
because Daddy has asthma so terrible and can only breathe through his mouth.

Il really miss my Daddy. Hseu cihs an edvDeard daywbasy dfirrd nd ht ohnae
anyplace of any distance | get to go along. If | had been home this afternoon he would have taken me, but they
figured that | couldndt get home from schr®addysand get r «
much, you get quite closely attached to one another. Well, while Richard and Raymond were both gone, he needed
someone to fildl in the gap so |I tried my best and he |

Eventhoughlaamy Daddyés girl, Honey, that doesndét mean t|
me wrong.

Gee! Honey! Al l I am waiting for is: for you to g

waiting but far from patiently. Richard has sigrand is waiting for his turn to come home for 30 days.
Well, Darling, in all of the confusion maybe | had better sign off for this time.

God Bless My Darling.
All my Love
Your Sweetheart
Elaine

Do I still love you honey?

Ordo I | dodefinitely.

Butte, Nebraska
November 3, 1945
My Darling Clayton,

I received your swell letter of October 31, this morning and | was really happy to getit. Your letters are
always received with open arms, so would,yand | would give anything to have you here. | am really longing to
see you.

We havenét heard any more from Daddy. I sure wish
as you can imagine. Mrs. Roush looks for them to come home sometimegoht , but | dondt | ook
tomorrow, at | east because something I|ike that is goin
anyway.

You asked me who that Blonde was, HoneBlondeld®e | | , t ha
night, 0o or something of the sort. No, Honey, I wasno6t
Yes! And i f that is the way drivers feel about red he:
come. Ha! HalOr arendt you for redheads?

Gee! Honey! You donét have to worry about forgett
one knows how to do a thing it is not easily forgotten.
to stay home, someone changes my mind for me. But | do

not too bad or am 1?11?2117
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| am sure looking forward to your coming home and can hardly wait to see you. This is punishment,
having you gonecslong.

I quite well agree with the Chinaman because | donbd
6em good flied |lice; Me good O6Melican. o I n order to s
Wel |l , Sweetheart, don §makingonreangry.artuthfully, | enjoyacit. Ibtakes of poe
an awful |l ot to even start me to get angry so dondét t al
gal he thinks | am, if | couldndt take a joke.
Darl ing, | 61 1 sGoed yBolue sisn Ymoyu ,d rSewaenest.hear t . Al Love
All My Love
Your Sweetheart
Elaine

Richard came home this morning, Sunday.

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. H, 2nd. Bn. , 1st. Regbt
A.G.F.R.D#3
Fort Riley, Kansas
November 4, 1945
My Dearest Elaine,
I just finished reading your swell l etter of Nov. 1
mail call yesterday so the fellow who sleeps next to me got it & | re¢hisimorning. Your letter dated Oct. 31.
| started to write this letter this morning but | was so sleepy that | had to lay down and slept for three hours.
The reason that | was so sleepy was beghhuse | don6t t hi
Kimball and | decided to try hitch hiking home yesterday afternoon as we thought that we could get there
faster that way and would have a few hours at home. We went to Junction City right after dinner but the bus was so
full that wesodedded tahitahhike. géetleft dumction City as 12:30 and started for Lincoln. We got
as far as Wymore, Nebr. (53 miles so. of Lincoln) by 6:00 which was half way from here to Fremont and we had

el even different r i des bugeutoftherego we ldexided to com&mcktocamp,but 6t ge't
werendét going to hitchhike as it was so col d. We had
coul dndét sl eep on it.

That town was really dead so about all we did was sit arbuadafe a while, go down and drink a little
beer, and walk the streets. There was a dance there bl
what to do after midnight so we went daoaegotosleepfore hot el
fear that we wouldndt wake up in time for the bus so s:

| got the Spencer Advocate this noon and read about Toney Connot. | bet he will think he is a big shot
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when he gets back and hisfokk¢e al | y mus
were real pals before t
the same time.

I think that t hetenraeyafsyaunletterdiwas that itgetsiai ldalied up aldwn here. |
sometimes get two of your letters the same time and one was mailed a day sooner than the other. | have been trying
to write to you every day b umuchmo veite abaut bubifyouare kkkelainn a whi |
just a few lines mean a lot.

| got a letter from Mom this noon, asking what | had decided about signing up. | am going to sign up if |
get the chance if they will hold me here. | have eleven more days.ai@itéat | should try for a furlough without
signing up but a lot of fellows tried it and were turned down. She said that it sounds like most of us will have to stay
in for 18 months so that will be just another year.

Darling, you had better keep plangion that vacation of yours, as | might not get that furlough. 1 think
that | am hoping to get home just as much as you are.
on those furloughs. | know those ten days went awfully fast.

I got my pictures yesterday and will send you one, but will have to wait until Wednesday afternoon as that
is the only time that | will be able to get over to thi
take pictures any more.

Whois this fellow that Annie was with now? Jerry wrote to me while | was in Texas and told me how he
felt about her going with this Johnson boy from Gross.
I dondét know wheatnhoetrh elre rgriyr Ih ayse tg ootrt ennot as | havendt he
be getting a letter from him pretty soon as | wrote to him the first week that | was here.

They must be having a lot of dances up there now. | suppose if | do get thatdurlo t hey wondét hav
many then.

Well, Honey, | will quit for now as | am awful tired and sleepy, and will have to go to bed again. | should
write to the folks yet but will wait until tonight.

brag about hi m. I probably s|
s

t
hi Army |l ife interfered and thi

All my Love and Kisses
Your Sweetheart
Claytoan

What does H.I.I.L.W.Y mean? It has gotten me bested.
Butte, Nebraska
November 5, 1945
My Darling Clayton,

Hi! Honey! or should | say Good Morning? It is rather eadpout 8:30 A.M. None of my pupils are
here yet, so | thouyg | would just drop you a line in the meantime.

I tried to read funny papers yesterday but just <cou
that time, here came company, my cousin and her husband. So | went home with them. Th&pbweer, but
wanted to see the show in Butte. When we were about to our place we decided to stop in and take Evelyn along but

to our surprise there were only four cars sitting in t|
were goingon to the show, and that was almost too long because there were a lotafeezthere, too. | should

have stayed at home but | had been so -bBask Baghtdayl td
mean being bothered but I melan wasnét feeling too well yet and didnodt

number so | just stayed out of the picture entirely.

Gee! Honey! It was a happy day for us children, yesterday. It was the first time us kids were together for
overf i ve years so you can imagine how we felt but Daddy
happy we were and the folks also.



RG5324.AM: Klasna, Claytn Index and letter transcripts 87

Richard is home on a 30 day furlough. He signed up for one year in the regular Army. Whoopee!! Am |
ever happyhat he is home!! But Raymond is sure jealous now. It is going to be hard for them to agree on things
but they will learn soon, | hope.

Well , Darling, 16I1l have to bring this to a close a
I 61 | Kkibgeof youhalways.

God Bless You,
All My Love,
Your Sweetheart
Elaine

Al | ove you. o

Butte, Nebraska
November 5, 1945
My Darling Clayton,

I received two letters from the swellest guyahere in the world, today. They were like something sent
directly to me from Heaven, only | am never satisfied. | would have been happier if it would have been you,
instead.

This has certainly been quite a day though. | am so nervous yet tonightaindlty know what to do first.

It is first, one thing and then another. This being the first week of November, it means, redecorate the whole school
room and get ready for Patronds Day, Fri finshedandséritat i s |
out tomorrow, but the menu has to be finished first. The heck with all of it for tonight. This letter more important

than any of it and then sleep comes next.

Oh'! Honey! My fingernails ar ealBdnttosyou. @remgreisio n g . N
the process of breaking off. That al most breaks my he:
hate to lose a finger everytime | broke a fingernail. Perhaps | would be minus fingers, | meaml@&aulde ve n have
enough if | counted my toes as fingers too. Maybe you could lend me some. Ha! Next time you see me you had
better | ook at me, instead of into my eyes. I knew yol
me. That is oa time you got caught. Ah! Ha!

When Richard was at Camp Fannin, | sent him a beautiful chocolate cake. It really looked delicious and |
really worked so that it would be packed just so and he got it O.K. | made the frosting a little soft to akaid crac
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and he said that when he received it, it was just like it was when it was packed, so fresh and still in one piece. |

think he keeps talking about it so 16l send him anot h
Ahem!! Now,Hb ney , I didnét say they werendét alright. But |
someone el seds brother that is tops!! A comp to u, Dal

We have had only one real cold day so far this year. That was only last Saturday bwtarmasalready
yesterday and today it was simply beautiful. It was really warm. The bees came out and were more than buzzing

around that school house. You know, Sweetheart, when i
acatchtoevetyhi ng too and | &dm getting di sgusted. Everyday |
another honey much farther away and candt reach him ei!l
But until my Honey thaughts his wayamdtry to redch him thagvmag. my
God Bless My Sweetheart, & The Best of Luck.
Remember , Darl ing, Al | ove you. o

Always my Love,
Your Sweetheart,

Elaine
P.S. Harold Sedivyds wi f e hesaidhewhsofree, whiteC& 21,mow ulilsie. ( whi c h
comes back. He is the flirtiest thing | ever saw. | f
of us girls. Dondédt worry, Honey, c ankafdatinghirh.Butétjustou 2 mi

tickles me because everyone was worked up about what a couple that was & how he loved her so much.

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. H., 2nd Bn., 1st. Reqgt.
A.G.F.R.D. #3
Fort Riley, Kansas
November 6, 1945

My Dearest Elaine,

Another day gone by and two swell letters from the sweetest girl in this world reached their destination this
noon. I't was really grand hearing f smaihis geting dedaged i n . [
someplace and | think it is down here.

| got a letter from Jerry this noon also and was the first that | had heard from him in two months. He is on
Luzon Island and seems to like it very much. He said that it is about likeogbod Nebr . over there sc
Tony is in Tokyo and wants Jerry to try to get transferred up there. | would like to get over there also as | would
really like to see those boys again. Jerry said that they may be back in the states by next May

|l 6m really sorry to hear about your father but am s
sandburr really hurts. | had one stuck on my cheek once while picking corn and it was real painful. (I had to take
time out to refill my pen).

Kimball and | went over to see a couple of fellows from Wayne who are across the street in G. Company.

We sat around a little while and talked and then decided to go down to the P.X. and drank a few bottles of beer. It
sure doesnb6t doadoldHebrabeer.t hi ng 1| i ke
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One boy from Wayne went home over the weekend and d
hours late but all he got was company detail such as raking leaves and cutting grass for two days. Another boy went
to St. Louis and was 13 hours late. He is restricted for a week and has K.P. for the rest of the week. | heard that
they woul dndt issue passes that far anymor e.
| heard that we have next weekend off from Saturday noon until 5:00 Tuesday morning. If that is so and
we canget a pass we plan on going home. We would get home on the Bonesteel bus Sunday morning and would
have to | eave on the midnight train from O&Neill or ha:
We had a pretty easy day as far as the training ¢Xeepne hour which was unarmed defense. That was
learning how to throw a fellow if they tried to take us down. It was rather rough with a few ending up with a few
bruised elbows, knees, and sore backs. It was a lot of fun and | think that it i3 feelpfuyone. If fact | think this

Army | ife isn6t doing any harm to anyone and | really |
I 61 1 bet that you are all glad that Richard got hon
I 61 1 bet he is wisaoriCmriggmas.hat he could be home f

There was a shippment of 20 men shipped out this morning and 30 more are going out tomorrow morning.
They are mostly married men and are over 26 years old. They are going to a camp near Washington, D.C. to be
trai ned as NieaRl.ydl whether dny noee wid ship dut this week or not or what they are going to do
with me in connection to signing up. | have just nine more days yet but most of them have to wait another week

before they sign up and another week before theygosome | probably wonét be home for
get to sign up.

Wel |, Darling, there isnbét any more news to write s
that your Dad is home and feeling fine.

AfHoney, I Love YoualMylLove &Kisses

Your Sweetheart, Clayton

Butte, Nebraska
November 7, 1945
My Darling Clayton,

| just received your swell letter that was written November 4th. Gee, Honey! Your letters are all | need to
keep me existing sinceis impossible for me to see you.

I candét blame you kids for going back to camp, afte
really candét wal k very fast. Usually when one starts
fast . O |l snét that true? It is also very disgusting.

Darl ing, I have something on my mind. iStrange, i s
you about it | wonét feel ri ght so her glastnighg Hewasl went |
very nice but Honey, you just canét be beat, so he def |
was just a discharged soldier, home now after four years of service and getting acquainted with people around here.
Imet him about a month ago and danced with him a |l ot, s
down to the cafe but couldnét get in so we went back t«
cousins at Burwell, soweevr en 6t t oo newly acquainted, or do you thin

very guilty in my heart for having dated him. Please forgive me; will you, Honey? | love you and | mean it and |
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also told you the truth. Donavon K saw us walkingvddo the cafe and he really gave me a look because he told

me before intermission that he trusted me after he heard me refuse a date more than once. Evelyn, Raymond,
Richard, Lois Jordan, Kat hl een Lewi dasifawoddhavedated e t oget |
him privately.

We really had a lot of fun last night but | really longed for you. When Raymond goes with us, we always

have to much fun; but we really cut wup. Penoyp.loe really
When we were coming out of the dance hall, that is, we were on the floor with the mob, and Raymond just picked

me up by holding me around the waist, exceptionally ti
| 6m carrtioed,e Icalrirkeed comfortably, at | east. o No soone

to step off the floor, he swept me off the floor and carried me out of the dance hall and across the street to the car.
Did | ever feel embarrassed!!! Emwone just stood and shouted with laughter. But not all sisters have a brother that
will be so kind as to carry them! Ha! Ha!

Ri chard used to go with a gir/l from O6Neill, Anita
hi m, have nway heywmte &nd told rerthat things were all off and that was that. He never left her know
that he was coming home or anything but some way she got wind of it so she called, long distance, three times last
night but Dad kept Hhwetl | wwgl creGt htee lwla swmhdbdr éh ohme wa s . (Pr
first place she thought he would be was Spencer so she hired two kids to bring her to Spencer. They reached
Spencer just as we came out of the dance hall. Richard managed to dodd# iheanre time to get into the car

and she was there so he couldnot. Finally she went ba:
Richard came and got in. We tried to reason with him and tell him to talk to her and tell her whtatyaggyi

t hen, so she would |l eave him alone but he wouldn6t and
We went on home, then, and at 5:00 A.M. this morning someone practically tore the door down trying to get in.

Right then we knewwhbot was so Evelyn went to the door. She want
for sure if he was home but she was al most sure she he:

would be over in the morning to see him. Evelyn did stasttalking and said she would see for sure. When

Evelyn went in to Richard to wake him and tell him, in went Anita right behind her. Richard just turned over &

woul dndt tal k. Finally he said he dangpufposefard.nShe t o t al k
knew how things stood and didnét need any more of an e:
gave Evelyn a big line about what Richard said and never said only a couple sentences and he said both of those

right together. Just as she went to | eave she told Evel
get any satisfaction, then, she would come over on the
after a fashion. Ifsh was just bl ind, maybe she could see but as i
concerned, personally, we like her, but as a girl for Richard;uHth. No. He | i kes her too b

really eager to know if she called tm®rning or what happened.

Donavon told me last night that your father and his father were twins, and also that they looked very much

l' i ke each ot her. I saw Donavonbtés father, so if your F;:
really mean that, Honey. | was behind the kitchen door when they passed out the good looks in the parlor, but it
really wasnédrivas@& | my faul't

School is just dismissed so you can imagine how the pupils are acting.

Friday i s Pat reallpdas, gladaoygetit ovdr. llreally emjoyed it last year, but | am more
nervous this year. I't isnét as much fun when | &dm ner v
Christmas Program. Oh! Yes, if you are home around theehtref December, | might even invite you, who
knows? Ha! Hal!

Well, Sweetheart it is almost time for my folks to
have my sweeping done, yet. Bad Ide¢ Hd!! But 1611 bet t|

Say Honey, if you dondét know how | feel about you,
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I correctly you put that on one of my

means | f | recal
t you care?

a
. Doyoumindaro n &

God Bless My Sweetheart & Good Luck.
All my love to the swellest
and sweetest guy anyplace,
Your Darling,
Elaine
Just as a reminder: | loveYou.

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 377708
Co. H. , 2nd. Bn. , 1st. Regbt
A.G.F.R.D. #3
Fort Riley, Kansas
November 7, 1945
Dearest Sweetheart,

| received your swell letter about a half hour ago and was really glad to hear from you. | am going to
Junction City thisafternoon to send some things home so will write to you before | go.

Darling, get set for the worse as | have some very
They called a bunch of us this morning and we thought that they were gd@aisoenlist but they said they
couldndédt hold us here any | onger than the 12th of this
said that we could still enlist but | wouldno6t do that
I suppose that | wild.l be shipping out yet this week

12th so | suppose this camp will mostly be shipped by then and that is next Monday.
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The Captain who tal ked ftvowouldsbe abte #isigh up at aut nexhcampdor d ndt k
not. | am hoping so and then | would get to be home for Christmas if | wait long enough.

Kimball and | were going to sign up at the same time so that we could stay together but it looks as though
all of those plans are knocked in the head as he will be able to sign up here. He said that he would wait until we get
to the next camp if he knew that we could but i f we cal

We had the rest of the forenoon off after we hadititatview and after we got back here the rest of the
company was playing organized athletics so | got into a volley ball game. | really do like that game.

| got a letter from my cousin in Omaha this noon and she said that her brother, Ben Blairpcaniash
week and he has really changed. He has been in four years and never had a furlough in all of that time. There sure
have been a lot 0 men coming back but | guess they are entitled to it. It is our job to go over and take their places
now.

Well, Honey, | will close for now as | am going to the P. X. to get a box to send that stuff home and then go
to town and send it home and get back to camp and write some more letters.

All my love and Kisses,
Your Sweetheart,
Clayton

S/Sgt. W. D. Collins 37465996
Co . 1AIBAG.F.R.D.#3
Ft. Riley, Kansas

Nov. 7, 1945
Dear Elaine,
So | surprised you by writing. | 6d much rather sur
the chance before too long, | hope.
Gee | 6m going to feel terribly I ost. My buddy that
tomorrow and will | ever miss him.
Gee, I just as well as stayed tessmibodywouldhave miasee ndét be

me.

|l guess its a good thing that | didnét come out to
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off.

El aine if | asked you for something you wouldndét di
to hawe a picture.Please.

Last Saturday my buddy and | went out to the Colleg
was very good too. We al so went over to the Rec. Hall
the evening.

Maybe | had better shove off for this time. So until then, Sweet Dreams to U.
Love,

Warren

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. H., 2nd. Bn., 1st. Regt.
A.G.F.R.D. #3

Fort Riley,Kansas

November 8, 1945

My Dearest Darling,

Anot her day gone by and another |l etter from my Swee
receive your letters but would be a lot better if | could be there with you.

It was really a cold dalere today and the way it looked this morning | thought that it would snow. It was
misting and almost cold enough to snow. We were out on the compass course this morning and saw a movie and ran
the obstacle course this afternoon. This Army is really fun. They give us a pair of glo
them. It was so cold this morning that we had to keep our hands in our pockets and Our Captain said that we could
wear our gloves this afternoon instead of walking around here with our handspiockets.

| went to Junction City yesterday afternoon and sent my garrison cap home and sent you my picture. We
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went to a show and then came back to camp and went to
good. Eddy Bracken and Veroaitake played in it.
There are about 50 men shipping out of this company tomorrow morning. | am not on that order as they

took all of those whose names start with A through H.
know if it will be any more this week or not.
There is so much noise in here now that a person ca

arguing with our Sergeant about how he monkeys around drilling us. He has to give us a fdwalmwets 6 bef or e
dismissewus from any formation. He is one of those buck sergeants and is bucking for another stripe.
| went up to the P.X. a little while ago to get some cigarettes and saw a fellow down there from Bristow.
He was in Camp Fannin the same time that | was buidsen a different company. He went as far as Omaha with
us when we went home and we never saw any more of him until we ran across him in Junction City about two
weeks ago.
Well, Honey, | will close for tonight as | have to shave yet and write to myircous
Your Loving Sweetheart
All My Love & Kisses
Clayton
| Love You Darling

P.S. You are really correct about writing letters first and then sleep. | bet that you really do have a job at school but
hope you enjoy that kind of work Honey, donét get angry now but | have
right now.

What kind of guy is this Harold Sedivy? He was in the same grade as | was in high school but was rather
quiet then. It seems like a lot of these fellows arewtzgt when they get back but not all of them.

Butte, Nebraska
November 8, 1945

My Darling Clayton,

No | etter today and do | feel it Everything seen
the truth. Thais just how much your letters mean to me.

This is really the first actually cold day that we have had. It froze things pretty hard last night. We
coul dndét get the car started, anyway thisadhaitni ng so t
cooled me off almost through. The school house was so
sure. Then to top the morning off, here came Miss Barnes and a lady from the State Dept. at Lincoln. She was
visitingsomeofh e best schools of the county and some of the s
recommended to her. | sure listened to thatdillee fun. But anyway, it really fixed me for a while. At least |
hope she doesnb6te.come again for a whil
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| just finished eating some ice cream. It was very delicious and | sure wish that you were here to enjoy it
with us. We had a |l arge birthday supper for my cousi n.
could wash the dishes.like to wash dishes. Itis a lot of fun to my estimation.

Tomorrow is Patronbés Day and | am so tired that if
look sleepy all of the time. Or do I, generally, anyway?

Well, Sweetheart, there justs n 6t any news to write but | just had 1
was thinking of you.

Good Night Sweetheart. I 61 1 be seeing you in my dr

Good Luck & God Bless You,
All my Love,

Your Darling,

Elaine

A Love You, Honey. 0

Butte, Nebraska
November 9, 1945

My Darling Clayton,

|l received your swell l etter of November 6th this n
today would Wavelbeernahafdl 6@ read it the last thing b
me courage, Honey, and lots of it.

Is Jerry still working in an office or has he been transferred? | sure think of him often, with connection of
Annie. She s used to think a lot of Jerry. At least she did when she worked here. We used to really have the
good times when Jerry would come just to see Annie, and us kids would just sit in the car and talk. When you write
to him tell him AHetibb heedmadaindet dathe had better c
Honey, 10611l Il et you in on that MfAadviced deal because |
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much, anyway, only Jerry used to advise me what to write, et@ug from Pennsylvania thatiked quite well,
but that is all off now. Jerry is quite the fellow. | always got a big kick out of him, he is so comical.

Gee! Darling! I sure would | ove to seetypwmn but K kK
| &m going to do something desperate. Only six more da
seem possible. No! foolin! But | wish | could make another six go by a lot quicker. | sure hope that you get home
onpass,Hone, but your folks are so proud of you (which | «ca
anyway.

Gee! Honey! |l 6m so tired tonight that | can hardly

one feels. It really feels good to relafter being so oh, not really nervous but you have more of a tense feeling.

Well, dearest | have to go wake my brother so he ca
wooden toy box for a pil | owerthingbthamthat but He adcasionhllg forgets kve ? We
do live civilized in some ways at least. Ha!

Take good care of my Sweetheart and you may tell hi
case you dondét know hintmsard@LIKI gi ve you a clue. Hi s i

Good Night Honey & God Bless You,

All My Love,
Your Sweetheart
Elaine

A Love youo

Butte, Nebraska
November 10, 1945
or 11 (just between)

My Darling Clayton,

Just a fewines before | retire for the night to let you know | received your swell letter today and Darling!
that wasndét all. I received your swell picture, also.
million for the photo honey, now, | ally will dream about you and how!!

We just came home from the show at Bonesteel. It was a pretty good-sghhawble feature. One was
about a Blonde, not very interesting, but the other was a swell wesghneriff of Sundown. It was really a good
western and how | love western shows fact, anything western. Daddy, Raymond, and | went for a change.
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The day has been more or less a gloomy one, very cold and disagreeable. Your photo brightened the day
for me but the contents of your letteratixed it. Oh! Darling! | want to see you so very much before you go

overseas. I dondét know what | shall do if it is i mpos:
take these words with you, Hhellevelmeeve you. 0 I mean them |
Well, Sweetheart it is after midnight so | had better sign off for tonight. Everyone else is in bed already.
Good night, Sweet Dreams, Sweetheart. I 61l see you
picture sitting on my dresseght by the head of my bed. All | have to do is open my eyes and see you smiling.
All my Love,
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine
Butte, Nebraska
November 12, 1945
My Darling Clayton,
Just yesterday atthi t i me I was sitting by the window, |l ookin

most handsome fellow | know or will know, or hope to know, for the driver. Gee!! Yesterday was wonderful. | just
didnét know how to act .rlfoundoutthattyduwerehsnoer pri sed me even alf

I just cané6t think straight today. I keep thinking
taped to fit me. | practiced first aid in school so | used a little of that knowledge and bandaged yooy)rinigh
tape. It really looks swell, though, even if | do have to say so myself. Itis a beautiful ring, but it seems still more
beautiful when | think of the one that was wearing it last night, | mean at first, not at the last.

Darling, It was simpt wonderful seeing you yesterday, and | mean it. Today, everything seems like a
dream t o me. Yesterday went so fast, if only the futul
Or dondét you think so?

I di dnoét g esmornng os rather this aftdmneanh eithen hecause after | put the kids to working
test s, here came my brother Raymond, so | didnét do t o
what | wanted to with him sitting there.

Gee! Honey!l 6m honestly enjoying myself at that dance to
61l truthfully admit that it is more pleasant here th:
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though. She coul dinsonté ts tiany hheormel.i neT.hatShjeusatsked me t he
go and | said, not unless | feel di fferent tonight. Wi
keep my mind away from you. Honey, do you mind?

| really had a wonderful time yesterday and | enjoyed everything very much. The show was a very
interesting one. AWasndét ito? Ha! (As if you know wh:
presence) could put any one under. Now, Honeyglsw j ust teasing so dondt get angr

Well , Sweetheart, Il &dm praying now, that we wil!/| me e

Good Luck and God Bless You.

il Love Youo
All my Love,

Elaine

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018

Co. H. , 2nd. Bn. , 1st. Regbt
A.G.F.R.D. #3

Fort Riley, Kansas

November 13, 1945

My Dearest Elaine,

| received three letters from my Sweetheart this noon and will answer them now. | got one from the folks
and one fromlrenealsbti s noon and one from my Momb6s Aunt and Uncl
letters tonight. | am too tired to write many so will write to you and then one to the folks.
| guess that Lady Luck was really with us over the weekend. We left hon&0ate&terday morning and
got to Lincoln at 4:00 with no car trouble to speak of. We were about to Norfolk and all at once the motor stopped.
We looked at the battery and found out that it tipped over to one side and was touching a piece of irorovtéith sh
it so bad that it stopped the motor. We set it up again and then had it fixed in Norfolk while we ate dinner.
We ate a little lunch in Lincoln and then went back to the bus depot and waited in line but were about at the
front of it. That was at 80 and by 5:30 it was really packed around there. When the bus pulled up to the door they
announced that there would be a special bus for the soldiers to Fort Riley which would load at a different door and
then everyone made a mad rush over there. We atdhe end of the line then so we were beginning to think that
the folks would have to take us on down here. We saw a fellow from this company who lives in Lincoln and he said
that i f we couldndét get on he would drive down and we
We decided to get behind the line of civilians getting on the regular bus so tried it and we were the last
three to get on the bus but had to stand up until we got to Beatrice and then some got off and we got their seats. We
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gotdown here at 11:00 soitwvan 6t s o bad.

I got to bed about 11:30 but just couldndédt go to sl
wi shed that | could have had another day at home and t
off of my mindifl wanted to and wono6t even try as it would be i

Kimble and | just came back from the P.X. and had a bottle of beer and then packed up all of our clothes as
we are moving back to the old company where we were before moving over here. Wethav@tour barracks
bags before 7:15 in the morning so have to pack them tonight.
| was really happy this morning as our First Sargent told us that we could come in this evening and put in
our application for reenlisting but | was rather peeved anadiaged tonight as he read off a shipping order and |
am on that and will leave here Thursday morning. | was in the hopes that | would get to sign up here but will have
to wait until | get to the next camp.
The folks and | decided that | could signugbud ondt know whet her | can or no
hoping that | can and get to go home and see you again. | am glad that we got home over the weekend as that may
have been the last chance to see you and wish that | could have been with you longer.
We had a rather easy day today and | think it was a
anything. We went to a class on riot duty and then cleaned a rifle apiece this morning and then went out and fired
the automatic rifle this &grnoon. They hauled us out there and back which was five miles out there.

Wel |l , Honey, there isndt any more news to write so
of you.
With All of My Love & Kisses
Honey, | Love You Your Sweetheart,

Clayton

P.S. I'will probably be half way out to the East Coast by the time you get this and will write to you as soon as | have
an address.

Butte, Nebraska
November 13, 1945

My Darling Clayton,

Herelamagi n after another whole day, and perhaps you ¢
with over two other girls. Or arendt you out with any’

Boy! This has really been an off day for me, Honey! | need your letters! This is the way thertgaly sta
for me. | went on the tractor Monday, yesterday, and everything went fine, so today | repeated my means of
transportation. Well, when | got about a half mile from the school hattsgg, chug, chug. Sure, it did, it started
to run out of gas in thfuel tank and before | could stop those rubber wheels and get it turned on the other tank of
gas, it was all in vain for it was stopped. That real|
feeling so blue and not good physically, eithe Il 61l sleep it all off tonight, t

Richard and Daddy just came home. Itis almost 10 so it is about time. They brought home six swell

ducks, all dressed. They | ook goowkreberectnhelp Usgetonthandt e al
outside of duck, dressing, cranberries, and everything that goes with it. Ummm, | can just smell it cooking but |
hope 1 6m not home because | candt resist a temptation.

Richard will try to drop you a line either tomorrawtomorrow night so that you will get it before you
have to ship out and here is hoping that you don6t hav
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mar ks tyheearfioh aolff service for you. ddather yéar dmdaphalf. Thatat t hey
would be too long.

It was such a beautiful night last night, which is quite different from tonight, and | really wished you could

have been here. The moon was r eal | y himkrlstayédthome. But was r
I 611 never regret it.

Say, Honey, I said | had a recipe to send you. We |
but as Il ong as you dondét take too much advantage of it

RecipeforaKiss@ke i s the name. I 611 put it on a differen
one anyway.

Wel | Darling, I 61 1 write again soon but it is gett

Goodnight & God Bless You.

All My Love,
Your Sweetheart
Elaine

il | ove you, Darlingbo

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018

Co. H. , 2nd Bn. , 1st. Re g
A.G.F.R.D. #3

Fort Riley, Kansas

November 14, 1945

Dearest Sweetheart,

Another day half gone and no letfesm my one and only Darling so it seems rather dull but | know the
reason. You probably didnét write Sunday and | am sur
| saw you.

We moved over here to this old Company at 7:30 this mowmaghad an inspection of our clothes and
then packed our barracks bags and had them marked. We turn our barracks bags in in the morning and they are
shipped to our next camp. We have a little cargo pack (handbag) which we have to carry with us and have
raincoat, shaving articles, and one blanket in it.

Kimball was called out this morning to enlist but | talked to him at noon he said that all he did was lay

around as there were so many there that he had to go back this afternoon. They toldthienthato ul dnét get h
furlough until a week or so later. | hope that we can get home sometime together and then stay together again.
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| washed a few clothes a little while ago and laid them out on the ground to dry so have to keep an eye on
themsothatsmeone doesndét take them.

| just heard that we may be going to Fort Knox, Ky. as the shipment that left this morning was the last one
going to Camp Pickett. That may be just another rumor but a person never knows. | would just as soon go to Fort

Knoxas it woul dnét take as |l ong to get there and may be
|l dm really tired again this afternoon so may take a

sleep very good at nights since | got back. It must &elthave someone on my mind and you know who that is. In

case you donét , I will give you a I|ittle hint. She | i\

but her last initial starts with Counts.

Honey, | love you more than ever andeswish that | was home to stay and | would prove that to you. |
am going to sign up if | can and get that furlough so that | can be with you again but being away for a year is really
going to be hard for me to take.

| got a letter from Daddy (my old magesterday and he sent me an article out of the Omaha World Herald
about how some officer was telling a young soldier thali
for three years. That must be about what Richard heard. WarrensGQadigntelling my folks that he thought it was
a pretty good deal and they finally said that | could if | wanted to. As you probably know, | really want to and you

know why but | dondét think my folks do.

Well, Darling, | will close for now and probablyomn 6t get to write for a coupl e
wonét get to you until the middle of next week. I kno
just forget about me for a few days it wonodét be so bad

With All of My Love & Kisses
Your Loving Sweetheart
Clayton
P. S. Please send me your telephone number and | will try to call you from Omaha on my way home.
| love you, Honey.
Butte, Nebraska
November 14, 1945
My Darling Clayton,

Theevening s growing short and the |lights are going out

Mot her is very, very bad tonight. We dondt have to
the worst she has ever been. We are afraid that weavid to take her to Lynch tomorrow. It is terrible to think
about it but what has to be, has to be and so the world goes round. She was feeling pretty bad today and stayed in
bed but didnét get worse until hdrecalorte withmer, the nest haeergahe a h al |
to the show. They left at 7:00 P.M. so they should be home pretty soon. We are scared to death that she will get
another heart attack and we dondét know wh hitnhhome asd o . Sh
usual she wouldnét talk to him. She just wants to kno\

Gee! Honey! | sat down here to write to you and forget about everything else and if | keep telling you my
troubles, it wondt be any better for either of wus.

Wesarted our Christmas Program today. I dondét thinl

swel | one we gave. (Of course it was fASuperd because |
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teasing.

Darl ing, | 6 | dfor hoagoirg intodhe eafe avith gay Sunday evening but you see | can only
drink water and milk and | wonét drink milk and | can |
had ice cream a while before in Butte. | stay away fromcafessles h as | can. So please fo

be all right by the time you get home, | have only two more weeks to go.

Gee!l Honey! The days sure are | ong without your |
messages again,ordiddt your f ol ks decide in your favor. Tomorr o

Richarddés furlough is sure going fast. I't wondt be
about the 28th and that isnét so very far off.

Raymond is goingto Omahai t he morning to see Mary. He canét st

Wel |l , Darling, 16l be signing off now, but only fo
don6t get one in the morning.

Good night, Sweetheart.
| love you, Darling,

All my love
Your Sweetheart (Or am | not your
Elaine Sweetheart anymore

or was | never?)

Somewhere in Indiana
10:30 Friday Morning
November 16, 1945

My Darling Elaire:

I will try to write you a few lines this morning but doubt if you will be able to read them as it is so rough
that | can hardly write as you can see by now.

We have been traveling for twenty four hours and are almost across Indiana now. We agepnedki
good time but killed a lot of time in Kansas City and St. Louis.

I am getting to see a |l ot of country but wouldndt t
that | was back there now. | am sure it would be a lot more eng@tfad riding on a troop train.

They ran out of water on here so we candt shave or
cinders coming from the engine. They |l et us change i ni
getso dirty.

We are going to Camp Pickett and are supposed to get there sometime tomorrow morning. The sooner we
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get there the better | will like it as | just hate rides of this kind.

We just stopped at a town and | found out that it is Seymour.alitdat a hundred miles South of
Indianapolis and are headed for Cincinnati now.

Cincinnati, Ohio.

| thought that | would finish this now as we have stopped and are changing engines and crews. Cincinnati
is just a small town about three timesliag as Omaha and from here it looks almost as dead as Butte. Ha. (Just
kidding) I't is built on the hills, sidehills, and dowl
sure wish that | could have stopped for a bottle of whiskeyaybe even a case. Seagrams five crown or seven
crown is my favorite brand. Some fellows got off in St. Louis last night and got some and had to run to catch the
train.

| have a U.S. Map with me and am marking the towns that we go through. Hadmetl will show you
where | have traveled. If | get to go home | will take a Streamliner to Chicago and then to Omaha and then that slow
old train home | suppose. By that time | will need about thirty days to rest.

| talked to Kimble yesterday mornirand he got signed up and thought that he would get his furlough
around the 21st of November. Dondét tell anyone when hi
and wants to surprise Lorraine.

ot

Well, Honey, | will close for now as | have sbave and will try to get a little shaty e  a s | coul d
It i h

n
|l ast night and probably wondét tonight either. i s
mail it pretty soon. | will write soon.

All My Love & Kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton

S/Sgt. W.D. Collins (37465996)
Co.B., }1, AG.F.R.D. #3

Ft. Riley, Kans.

November 16, 1945

Dear Elaine,

So I 6m a vilklil anngmme? naGes al r edalyy. Yolould thihkai ne | & r
of something sweeter couldnét you. But really it soun:
would have been rather akward (How to you spell it) if we would have both arrived at the same time.

Nowjust what would you have done?? | 6m serious.

How did you like the show. | guess that must have been where you saw me. Did you? If you did why
didnét you speak to me. Huh. I i ke that. Ha .

Believe me, of cour se Yy o uocdalecithht tgrificbeating yolurdaing to I 61 1 b
gi ve me. Il 81l |l ove ever bit of it.



RG5324.AM: Klasna, Claytn Index and letter transcripts 104

I just got a phone cal/l and it was my brother. He
deal dondt you think?

The picture deal is practically closed f or | &1 | have one on its way very
way. I 61 1 get one when | write home. O. K.

I believe 1 6m going to be here for awhile. Who kno
soon, | hope.

| guess you probayplall know this but just in case, Clayton left a day or two ago, for | believe Camp
Pickett, VA.

Darling, if you cané6t read this just save it and 1|60
lap.

Good nite & Sweet dreams
Love toU

Warren

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. B., 1st. Bn., 1st. Regt.
A.G.F.R.D. #1
Camp Pickett, VA
November 17, 1945

My Darling Elaine,

Well, Honey, here | am, way out East in Virginia and | must sayta quivays from home. Too far to be
exact.

We got here at 7:30 this morning and were really glad to get off the train after riding for 45 hours. They
assigned us to our company and then had a physical examination before we came over here. Wedsidbreakf
the train and again after we got here and had dinner about 2:00. Our First Sergeant gave us a little talk and then our
mail clerk told us about our mail service here. They said that we would have to send our civilian shoes home but |
d ondt wilhltalkek to la Sergeant on the train when | went home and he said that when a person gets on the
boat you can carry anything you want as |l ong as it doe:

We are to have a shake down inspection Monday and get our néescéotd it is hard telling if they will
give us all new ones. Only the ones that we need pretty bad. We are to get combat jackets instead of blouses and a
pair of combat boots.

They said that we will be here from three to eight days so I may notbeablo si gn up as t hey
open today or tomorrow and will be changing clothes Monday and if the deadline is the 21st. | may be able to sign

for an interview but dondt know if they will take me of
This camp is really a disappome nt t o me as | thought it would be so
built on a hildl but there are a | ot of tall pine trees

built like those in Fort Riley but look to be a lot old& hey are painted several different colors so as to camouflage



RG5324.AM: Klasna, Claytn Index and letter transcripts 10t

t hem. They arendt very ¢ r. I su
it ot be so mu

se together
should shel/l or bomb t

ei the
there woul dnot

I o pp

h a ch
The soilis mostly clay and it really blows around when it is windy like today. Most of it is rusty color and

reminds me somewhat of Texas.

The only good thing about this camp is that the WAC Detachment is just across the street but that is off
limtstouswhih means that we candt go over there. We are not
Our Sergeant said that a Captain in this regiment got restricted for two weeks just because he was caught talking to
one. Donét wor rr yr, cHeotncehy ,met hteayl kniinigl tnoevoene as | doné6t a
would | want to talk to one anyway. They are just another women except in uniform and | am going to stay true to
my Honeyback home.

They told us today that they were shipping methbweays from here so | may go to the West Coast yet. A
person never knows what they will do now days. | suppose that it will be about my luck to be shipped out before |
can sign up. If I do, it may be long time before | get any of your mail. Abotintleethis gets to you and yours
comes back | suppose | will be gone but it will catch up with me sooner or later.

I will close for tonight for | have to shave and write to the folks yet and will write again soon.

Goodnight and Sweet Dreams Daglin
With All of My Love and Kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
P.S. I will try to send you a telegram before | leave if | can get to a place where | can sent it.

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. B., 1st. Bn., 1st. Regt.
A.G.F.RD. #1
Camp Pickett, VA
November 18, 1945

My Dearest Darling Elaine,

I will drop you a short letter this afternoon as this is the last sheet of paper that | have and there is none at
the P. X., so | d o nrég tkan owr iitfe It cc aynow.et Wenyoreon 6t get a p

| just came back from the Day Room and mailed a card to Kimball and one to my cousin Slug and saw my
old buddy who was in Camp Fannin with me. He is from St. Louis and wastiRi#y but | never saw him there.
He said that he signed up for a year |l ast week and won
chance to.

I went to the P.X. last night but didnodssuset ay very
crowded. | am going to go back up there pretty soon and see if | can get some writing paper. | will have to get a
haircut also as they are really strict about that. We

Kimballand | wentto Junadin Ci ty | ast Wed. afternoon and saw the
think | slept through very much of it that Sunday night but after | saw it again | really missed a lot of it. It was a
swell show. I mi ght go wtohtthe ddhhoand owme ghdan&ts ghetre@ tic
Richmond once just to see what the town looks like.

Gee, Honey, just think, a week ago | was there close to you. | sure wish that | was there with you now. It
doesndt seem | iike&voweeks sirektheb hutl guess abeut dll | can do is think back and hope
that | can get that furlough soon. I't will be pretty |
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would probably be harder to take if | did get home fartytdays and then have to leave but | think | might be able
to take it or at least | am going to try it.

| had thought that if | got the furlough and if Kimball had to leave a week before | did, that | would go back
the same time that he did so that weld stay together but | have changed my mind as | would stay home and be
with you as long as | could as | <could find someone el
together anyway.

There are a quite a few fellows down here whofiame Nebraska. The follow who sleeps on my right is
from Madison and the one on the other side of me is from Columbus.

Well, Darling, | will close for now so that | can mail this before the mail clerk takes the mail down to the
post office and it willeave here sooner and that way you will get it sooner.

With All of My Love & Kisses
Your Darling Sweetheart
Clayton

| love you Honey

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. B., 1st. Bn., 1st. Regt.
A.G.F.R.D.#1

Camp Pickett, VA

November 19, 1945

My Darling Elaine:

Honey, please excuse this kind of stationery but it is the only kind that | could get and | had to buy it from
our Platoon Sergeant.

Itis really a dreary and gloomy day here dsi$ been cloudy all day and started raining about 9:30 this
morning and is still sprinkling. They just announced mail call so | went out but never received any. | suppose | will
get some in about three or four more days if | am still around here. Wbearshipped out soon by the way they
talk. The last bunch that left here went on a train right to New York and then right onto the boat.

We were supposed to go down to the warehouse this n
account of the fia. All we did was just sit around and then our Captain gave us a talk. We went to a picture show
this afternoon for about an hour and then just sat around.

They called me over to the Company Orderly Room about 10:30 this morning and they saicathad | w

report to the Staff Judge Advisory Office. I didndt ki
greatly pleased after | got there because a Major said that he had gone over my service record and saw that | had
three yearsoftypingnd short hand and if | would I|Iike a job of bei

any of it for over three years but could do fairly good after a little practice and he said that he would interview some
others and if he could use me he Vebcall for me so | told him where to get in touch with me.
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I guess that | am getting to |like this camp a | itt]
around. They wondét | et us | ay o nffoithem. Theehts ararpally s| eep a
good and is like Fort Riley but | wish that | was back there. Better yet | wish that | was out of this Army and home
with you for good. Honey, | really miss you and that is the truth. | am still going to try toiepbssible but they
said that they would call for us one of these days but | suppose it will be after we are on orders.

8:30 P.M.

I will finish this now as | was interrupted a while
intendedto enlist and we went up and had an interview with a Second Lieutenant and he took our names. He said
that he couldndt promise us i f we would be taken off s
and then | could get home.

WelbHoney, I will c¢close for now as there isndét much |

All of My Love and Kisses
Your Loving Sweetheart,

Clayton
| love you Honey
XX X X

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co.B,1stB., 1st. Regot.
A.G.F.R.D. #1
Camp Pickett, VA
November 20, 1945
My Dearest Elaine:
I am going to start this letter this morning but ma
to do but sit around and wait untiD:00 and then we are going down to the depot for our new clothes.
This sitting around and doing nothing is starting to get on my nerves so thought that if | would write to you
it might help. It seems as though | never could sit around and do notHimgywdy | can really think of home but |
don6t know whether | am homesick or not but how | woul ¢
school most of the time instead of staying eawesthome and
and a mile south of home. You can guess which one that is, or can you?
| sure wish that | could have signed up at Fort Riley as they allowed us two days traveling time and we
woul d have reported back t o F d&keaphysiecabexaminatiantherd Ifavesign t h e
up here we wono6ét get any traveling time, have to tak
would only have about 25 days at home but it would satisfy me.
Itis really a nice day out heses the sun is shining but is a little cool. It will probably warm up before
afternoon. It is still pretty muddy from the rain yesterday and last night.

Yy (
e

Tuesday night.
| just got back from the show so will finish this before | go up to the &t¥r some cigarettes. It was so
crowded that we couldnét get waited on after the show.
with me.
We went over to the depot and got our new clothes this morning and | am really glad to getwamesme
again. We had to try on all of them for correct size and then mark them after dinner. About 4:00 we turned in our
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old clothes or rather we just took them outside and dumped them in piles and then put them in our old barracks bags
and put them inhte supply room. A person could really get away with a lot of clothes if we had a way of sending
them home but they inspect al/l of the packages at the |
them there. They talked today like weyrget a pass from tomorrow until Friday morning.

| had to take time out to refill my pen. It only holds enough to write a page and a half or two. | guess that
the rubber tube in it is schrinking and | will have to get me a new one pretty soon. hiwvilintil | get to some
other camp or until | get home as | may be able to get a good one someplace. The one that | have now is about five
years old. | got it just before | went to college. That was back in those years long ago, in 1940 to be éxact. Ah
Those good old college days. Just something to look back to.

| can remember about a year ago when Tony Connot and | were sitting in his car one Saturday evening out
on the ball diamond drinking beer (as usual) and how we planned on going to calegeeadot out of the Army
and were going to study Sicology. There were just the two of us and we sat there for three hours and | was supposed

to take Dorothy to the show. Wasndt that a niwdle thing
do. They do some awful funny things or dondt you know

Wel | Honey, tomorrow is the 21st and means the | as
morning it wild.l be too |l ate as they whopirfgthatbgetaopen t omo!
chance to. If | dondét | am going to try for that of fi

little closer to home but time will tell.
Darling, I will close for tonight as | told Jr. (Knight) that | would dneer to get him and go to the P.X. at
8:30 and it is now 8:20.
With All of My Love & Kisses
Your Sweetheart, Clayton

|—
-
Q
<
D

You Honey

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. B., 1st. Bn., 1st. Regdt .
A.G.F.R.D. #
Camp Pickett, Va.
November 22, 1945
My Darling Elaine,
Another day gone by and the good Lord answered my prayer of last night as | asked that | would get some
mail today as it was getting pretty monotonious just waiting. | received tteosiérom the sweetest girl in the
world and one from my Mother. They were postmarked Nov. 13 & 14 and were forwarded from Fort Riley. They
should start coming pretty regular now unless they are held up someplace but | guess that | should be thankful fo
getting those.

I f have to stay around this place very much | onge
very much | onger. They donét have very much for wus to
keep busy. Theywént | et wus write |l etters or sit or lay on our I
been smoking so many cigarettes that | wasndt satisfie

but may have to go to smoking cigars ttisfg myself. | may be able to stand it if they have something for me to
do.

They called out nine fellows this morning and they went over to the hospital for their physical and then got
to sign up. I was one of tphesourdlomdky komrmoavs wthtaat t died/n atr
or whether we are going to get to sign up now.

Well, Honey, tomorrow is Thanksgiving and by the looks of the menu we are going to have a very good
dinner. We are having turkey, dressing, cranberry sawashed potatoes, hot rolls and some other things so that
sounds pretty appetizing to me. I sure wish that | col
for me to do but take it but they candt make me | i ke i
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There is a lot of cdmsion in here tonight as everyone from downstairs is moving either upstairs or over to
another barracks. We have to be moved by 9:00 in the morning as some more new men are coming in tomorrow. |
would move tonight but it is raining and | have to movas the alley so will wait until morning.

This fellow from St. Louis that | wrote to you about went up for his discharge and mustering out pay this

afternoon and went home tonight. I went ovekand o see hi
all of his clothes were still hanging up but when | got back from the show his clothes were all gone and they said
that he had shipped out. I candét blame him for going |

Thanksgiving Supper amay. | know that if | get my furlough | am going to go home as soon and the fastest
possible way that | can. | hope that | get that furlough and try that recipe for A Kiss Cake.

| wrote a short letter to Jerome Fiala today. It was only six pagesmaittboth sides and it took all day
as | would write a little at a time. | owe Tony and my cousin Harold each a letter but can do that tomorrow if |
havendt anything else to do.

Well, Honey, | guess it is about time for me to go to bed now so will &ogenight and write you again
tomorrow.

Your Loving Sweetheart

| Love You All of My Love & Kisses,

Sweetheart Clayton

P.S. Dondét worry, Darling, they wono6t ever catch me g
what | have at home and am going to be true to her and

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Hdgs. Det. 3rd. Regdt.
A.G.F.R.D. #1
Camp Pickett, Va.
November 221945
My Darling Elaine:

Anot her day gone by which started out what | ooked |
that way. To start with we had to move before 9:00 thi
everything streghtened up by 11:00. We had a wonderful dinner at 12:30 and | went back to the barracks and laid
down to let it settle and thought | would take it easy the rest of the afternoon.

| fell asleep and in about an hour they called me over to the ordenyand told me that | was to pack all
of my clothes and move up to the third Regiment and go over to the Headquarters building. | packed everything and
came up here on a bus and they told me that | was assigned here as a cadre. | am to start t@@vorkret 8:

morning operating a typewriter. I probably should be
what gets me is to think that | have to stay around thi
guesstt i s the atmosphere or surroundings. I am going to

| heard today that | may have a chance to sign up yet as | signed a statement that | wanted to enlist before
the 21st. | hope that| havetheoshae and t hey wondt hold me to this job.
for Christmas and that is what | am hoping and praying for now.
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Wel | Darl ing, I candét seem to think of aomy more to
mood tonight. Most of the men in here are overseas veterans just waiting for their discharge and they are all talking
and arguing so | cané6ét even think straight.

With all of my Love & Kisses
Your Sweetheart Clayton
| love you Hong.

P.S. | hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving and | bet you did as | imagine it was the first one for a few years
where the whole family was together.

My new address is:

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna. 37770018

Hdgs. Det. 3rd. Regbt.
A.G.F.R.D.#1

Camp PickettVirginia

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Hdgs. Det. 3rd. Regdt.
A.G.F.R.D#1
Camp Pickett, Va.
November 23, 1945
My Dearest Elaine:

Another day gone by and still no news from my loved one but | anigplhg that one of these days |
will. | suppose the reason is because | was transferred over to this other Regiment and my mail will have to go back
to the Post Office and then be forwarded. The last that | heard from you were the two letters | gdhesdéie
which were postmarked Nov. 13 & 14.

| started on my new job this morning and am ready to quit right now if they would let me go back to my old
company as | went down there this evening and saw two fellows from Indiana who were on the sameas0as |
the train. We all signed for an interview to enlist and they got their physical this morning and go up tomorrow to get
fingerprinted and processed and then Sunday they are to get their discharge and mustering out pay and will get to go
home. Iflwoul d have stayed there another day | <could be doi
anymore.

| have to go to work at 8:00, have an hour and fifteen minutes off for dinner, and quit at 4:45. That is good
hours and the work is easy.ll Adid today was to sort out the reports and shipping orders for four different

companies in each Battalion and there were four Battal.i
would |l et me try it for tdisfactorywort bwpdd ba tradsfetred some ather | wa s n
place.

I f | donét | i ke the work any better in a week or so
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transferred.
This camp is closing in a couple of weeks and are moving up to Camp Sh¥nKTINs is a P.O.R. now
and will be a P.O.R. and P.O.E. after they move. They are supposed to move sometime between Dec. 2 and 10 so |
suppose | will move again.
| plan on being home for Christmas as | am going to put my application in for a 15 dagfutb start
about De. 20 if | dondt get to enlist. I am still figi
here.
It was really cold here today and will be a lot colder in the morning as it is getting colder outside now. |
hada wool blanket and a comforter on last night and just about froze as no one fixed the fire in the furnace before
they went to bed. We didndét even have warm water to s|
It seems like time sure did go fast while | was in Fort Riletitis about standing still now. | have been
here a week now and it seems like two or three.
There is a free dance down here at the Regimental Recreation Hall tonight and they have a bunch of U.S.O.
girls from Richmond out here for us to dance with lbam not the least bit interested in a dance. When 1 go to a
dance | like to go someplace where | can be with you and where | know some people. | never did like a U.S.O.

Dance as there are usually around ten G.|1.6s to every
Well, Honey,Iwl | ¢l ose for tonight as | am pretty tired ar
good |l ast night as | wasnoét feeling very good. I gues:

With All of My Love & Kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
| love you Honey

I know that this | etter and the one | wrote | ast ni
get out of it. | plan on getting out of it some day if | possibly can.

Butte, Nebraska
November 23, 1%}

My Darling Clayton,
Here | am again after a short interval.

Honey, I dm just so |l onesome for you that | dondét kn
fact , I &dm so bl ue | can hardly wri hEoveyolDar |l i ng, I me a n
Darling, | have all of the letters you have written me, here beside me. They number to 23. | just love to

read them and reread them. When [ finish this, | am going to start all over from No. 1 and read them all.

Wel | H o n e ye]l yol about lastmight. dt wasa@ swell dance they had at Spencer. Everyone was
feeling pretty Apeckydo and before the night was over, |
fights. One concerned Oscar Rumsey, & Charley Hakahe other brought a dispute fight between Bill
Tiefenthaler and Howard Anderson. It was about Il rene.

happened. Even though | was right there talking with Irene when it happened, | was too sgerduetavhy of it.
They were both ready to fight it out physically. Raymond about scared the liver out of us kids when he tried to
part R & H. We were both dancing when someone told me that
Hi ! Clayton Raymond was into it. | flew off to Evatyand together we glided to
Love, Baby Darold the scene but to our happiness he was only trying to part them. He
didnét do a thing but talk to them and t

of that kind of @st uywere pretyhdrd b make I&ten byt bashtof tHern &heok habhds and T h e
even thanked him.

I had a |ittle interruption a short time ago, as yo
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ifiitedo so | had to | et hiimf ihe eas tHe lisavde Isween@tstKknd
miss him so much. He is so dear to all of us and he is such a darling. His Daddy received official word that he is to
start home the 1st of Dec. and by Jan. 1, he will have his discharge and belhisngeod news but | will sure hate
to part with him.
Gee! Darling, | can hardly wait until | hear from you to see what they have done with you. | am so
anxious to know whether or not you get to come home. One thing, if my prayers are any gédd,lyoug et h o me .
you know what that means?
Honey, | almost forgot (but definitely not on purpose), to tell you what | did last night. | went to the cafe

with Dean Hamilton and ate some ice cream. eisNaw, Now, |
nice, and al ways has been to me. He wondét even touch
knows | donét I|ike it. So pl eadmwe, Honey, dondét get an:

Wel | Dearest, |l 6m al emastshbseskpephabuttl danéb doche|(
bed. But | believe 161l try to |Iie down and just rest

So for this time (I know | should have stopped sooner) | will sign off saying. Good Luck & God Bless You.
Here is hoping that you gell af my letters in this confusion. (I mean your transferring, etc.)
All my Love toU
Your Sweetheart,
| loveyou Elaine

Butte, Nebraska
November 24, 1945

My Dearest Sweetheart,

| received another swell letttrr om you today. ltdéds really swell hear
Your | etters really mean a | ot to me and I édm not fool i/
letter from you dated November 21st. | have allofmyleos bui It up so strong, even th

just candt bear to think that you might not get home al
| mean it.

Honey, the more | think about it today, the more | think thatdte something in that letter last night that

you may have taken wrong. I didnét mean any of it wrol
worried that you will take me wrong, buUetitgbatthatdds-6t mean
dondt | know you?

Richard and Raymond went to Butte this evening. They are planning on the show so here is hoping that it
is a good one. The name of it is fAWhere Do O6We nGa From
interested in anyone tonight, but you, so | stayed home to write te gouyou have an objections?

Before | forget it | want to tell you, just in case
number is 101F13 but the cabroes through alright if you just give Walt Counts farm, Butte, if you should happen
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to forget the number, as you already know, perhaps.

Il really have had a wonderful Thanksgiving Vacati on
last too loy. About all | don is clean pheasants and how | love it!! | can do anything if | have to but there are some
things that | sure dono6ét I|Iike to do and that is one of
keep still. Wild duck and plasants, to me, always taste like they are still flying so wild.

Wel |l , Dearest one, | guess 106l have to sign off fo
finish so |I can write to Warrenl iyked ttontiggehsdse y dNw,, tHoatebd

Good night, Sweet Dreams,
Sweetheart.
Good Luck & God Bless You,
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine

| love you.

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018

Hdqgs. Det . 3rd. Regdt .
A.G.F.R.D#1

Camp Pickett, Va.

November 24, 1945

My Dearest Elaine,

| just came back from seeing a wonderful show and thought that | would write you another letter to let you
know that | am still thinking of you and wish that | werénatme so that | could take you to the show with me but it
would most | ikely be the second show instead of the fi.
the first as you probably know hohawlatd|ovas that Sanday Or dond

afternoon when | came over to see you.

I went back to Headquarters this afternoon to work
but to wait until 1:30 and i f t hedayoff sow hcanmedack amdwashedt o d o |

out some clothes.

| went down to the old Company to see if | had any mail but they said it had been forwarded up here and
the mail wasnét distributed this aft erdwstbuteittsnorrow di dndt

or not. They bring it over to the Headquarters for us.
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| planned on going to Washington, D.C. this weekend but | have to work from 9:00 until 12:00 in the
morning so couldndt go but wi helewhile lyam here. A fellovi thatg evaks . I w
the same place | do lives there and goes home over the weekend and said that | could go with him.

While | was down to the company, | asked what they had done with my enlistment papers and they said
that they tansferred them up to the 3rd Regiment Processing Officer and that | would have to see him but they
didnét know whether | would get to go ahead and enl i st
enlist | will be able to be home for Chrisas and New Years.

A Sergeant up here has a radio and is listening to a station in W. Va. and has a lot of Western Music. They
are now playing AHome On The Range. 0 That is the firsH

That wonderfus how t hat | saw was fiSan Antonio. 0 |t was a
Texas. Ah, Yes, wonderful Texas!!

| thought that | would gain weight now that | am just sitting around and not working very hard but | will
have to eat more than | haleen. | never get up in time for breakfast so | eat a good dinner and as we have to go
six blocks to the mess hall that we are supposed to eaf

It is really a swell night away out here and the moonstars are really bright. It is almost warm enough
to go without a coat. It was really cold in the office yesterday and this morning as they were about out of coal and
didnét want to use any more than therybthalle too badhey gol

Well, Honey | will close for tonight and shave and shower and then hit the sack (as we call it) and dream
about you again.

With All of My Love and Kisses
Your Loving Sweetheart
Clayton
| love you Honey.
I 81 1 mengydreaym® u i n
Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Hdqgs. Det . 3rd. Regdt .
A.G.F.R.D#1
Camp Pickett, Va.
November 25, 1945

My Dearest Elaine:

| just finished washing out some more clothes and will write you a few lines aséme news that were
music to my ears this morning. Honey, | am going back to Fort Riley again.

The Colonel called me into his office this morning and asked me how | would like to be transferred as they
needed clerks pretty badly at several other Repteent Depots. He said that | could be transferred to Fort Riley or
Fort Ord so natwurally as asked for Fort Riley. I am t
get transportation any sooner so wondédt | eave until thei

| went down b B-1-1, where | was before | came up here, this noon for dinner and waited for mail call and
got one letter from Mom which she wrote Nov. 15. It was forwarded from Fort Riley and took it seven days to get
to me. The mail is getting delayed someplacp doe ase dondét write until I send yol
would be a couple of weeks before your letter caught up with me.
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| am going to enlist after | get back to Fort Riley as | found out that | can still do it so will be able to get
homeforGir i st mas. Honey, |l 6m starting to believe that son

Darling, I donét know what | would do if | didnoét g
yet and sometimes | go through them all and reread them.w #rad it sounds foolish but | get a lot of enjoyment
out of it and helps build up my morale.

I will close for now and write to you again before | leave and maybe | will be able to see you in a week or
S0.

With All of my Love & Kisses

Your Sweetheart
Clayton

Butte, Nebraska
November 25, 1945

My Darling Clayton,

What a beautiful day this has been! The weat her ha
was really aonedasRaymdndsays. fibado

The first thing to start the day being perfect we arrived late at church. About two minutes, but anyway we
were late; secondly, | had to get that letter from you. That is one time | really regretted hearing from you and | mean

it, Darling. To think that you wondt get home just brea
all the crying didnét bring you home. I f you would hav
because all of the traintrackse r e washed out with my tears. I still fec¢
wonbét get over it so pretty soon But |1 d&m gl ad even i
later.

My cousi n, Kat hl e e nmebwnaday., Wefrdally had g @welltvisit andehjs everang
we took her to the show. It was pretty good. AWhere D
through any of it, either. Ha! Hal!
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| really would like to drop in on you right abbomow. It would really be fun. Perhaps you are at the P.X.

drinking beer grrr-r r . | believe | would really get angry but | v
that.
Wel | | Dearest, I had bettegnisi gonoof sof dondthi svotr ir me

Good Luck & God Bless My Sweetheart.
| love you, Darling, more than words can tell.
|l 6/l see you in my Dreams so,
Good Night,

Your Sweetheart,
Elaine

| love you, Darling

Butte, Nebraska
November 26, 1945

My Darling Clayton,

Another swell letter from my Sweetheart reached me today. It is really super when | hear from you so

often but Darling, it still isnét too often.

Uhuh! |l 6ve been doingosemagambnetonhghng aWeuwdnt C
for supper. It was really super. We had practically everything that one would have on Thanksgiarhing
missing-we di dnét have dressing. Mot her evakerherwithost Shei t h us
doesnét get out very much anymore. I n fact she is get!

tell it on her and it is really hard to take.

Gee! Honey! You donét know bacwsslyet dtpeglly bringpa m t hat yo
happiness to me, but | donét see why you arendt happy |
assignment. A nice little, quiet room with nice heat, umm, sounds interesting to me. Honey, it makes me very
unhapy when | think of how unhappy you are. Wonét you t |

My mot her 6s aunt passed away this morning. She has

telling everyone that she was going to die. Sheé&eaal her daughter make her dress (which she is to be buried in)

so she could see it. That was really hard to take then she kept talking about it but she was planning on living about

20 days yet. I suppose | 61 | aklutkok! howelhte fursehla.y of f so | ¢«
Well, Darling, it is only 11:00 P.M. so maybe | had better close.

I 61 1 be thinking of you always and | wil/ pray that
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| love you

My Dearest Elaine:

Good Luck & God Bless You,
All my love to you
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Hdgs. Det. 3rd
A.G.F.R.D. #1

Camp Pickett, Va.

November 26, 1945

Regét .

| just received a letter from my sweetheart amas really glad to get it but am sorry about your Mother. |
also got two letters from my folks so maybe my mail will get to me sooner or later.

I wouldnét have had to work this afternoon but |
hawe another fellow working in my place now so that he can get started before | leave. | showed him a few things
about the work this morning. I wonédét go to work tomo
leave Wednesday.

| supposehat | should be in bed now as | have a terrific headache but a lette to you is much more
i mportant. £ go to bed early and it isndédt too noi

Mom said in her |l etter thathesadderryenlistkddfadtaywarander ry F
would be home on his furlough sometime around Christmas so | think | will do the same thing and get home about
the same time that he is. Woul dndét that bebumsanét hi ng
probably wouldndt be home very much. As i f we werenbd

Wel |l , Honey, | will c¢close for tonight as | have s
but that canét stop me from thinking of you.

With All of My Love & Kisses

Darling, you are & always will be my sweetheart

Your Sweetheart.
Clayton

st

r

S ¢
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t

uc



RG5324.AM: Klasna, Claytn Index and letter transcripts 11¢

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018

Hdqgs. Det. 3rd Regdt.
A.G.F.R.D. #1

Camp Pickett, Va.

November 27, 1945

My Dearest Sweetheart,
| just came back from a U.S.0. Stage Show and will drop you a few lines tonight.

Honey this will be my last letter to you from this camp but | will write on the train and as soon as | get

settled down again. Honey, | am alwaysthinkg of you and canét wait till we me
hope.

I went down to my old company tonight for supper as | wanted to see a couple of fellows before | left and
they were going over to the Field House (Auditorium) to the Stage Showesat with them. It was really a swell
show but didndét | ast very |l ong. I guess | canét compl

One fellow is a Fusselman boy from Bristow. | never knew him until about a week ago when | heard his
name callect mail call. He was in Camp Fannin also but in a different Battalion and was four weeks behind me in
training. He is a cadre here now. | talked to a fellow by the name of Yokum and is from Petersburg about twenty
miles South of Elgin, Nebr. | askechif he had any relation up around Naper and he said that he had some Uncles
who lived Southwest of Naper.

I have all of my clothes packed except my Field Jacket and one set of O.D.s which | will have to pack early
in the morning and be ready to leavelliy00. | will be lucky if | get out of here by then as a person usually hurrys
and then waits in this Army.

While | was working this afternoon a Sergeant brought over a list of names of those who are up for
promotion and after tomorrow | will be a paite first class. | wish that they would promote me to poor foolish
civilian again.

| got a letter from Mom this morning and it was mailed before those that | got yesterday so | know that the
mail is getting screwed up someplace.

Well, Darlingthereis 6t much to write about so | guess | wild.l
With all of My Love & Kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton

| love you Honey.

Butte, Nebraska
November 27, 1945
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My Darling Clayton,

| received another swell letteroin my Sweetheart, today. Umm! Those Letters! But honey, | could tell

that you werenot feeling right. I guess | donét know
anything bother you. To me, you could never be any different, I stilntk you argol tbkyodoodbgappiyhat
l oved for so |l ong. I know you wil!/ stay the same. We
and we couldndét | ive without them, at least | coul dnét .
Sometimes things are so compressetiwitn me t hat i f | dondt | et -off ste:
Ahem! But | &m not proud of my temper so | say |1 é&m Boh:q
family Ha! I sure dondét | i kmytypehida! Bab NevpHomey swasanlyr o u g h .

fooling, just teasing you.

Sis and | just cam back from the neighbors (our <cou
place so all of the relatives that could possibly make it tonight went thereptr ay t he r osary. I ] uc
a dead person. It just simply makes me sick and everything. Tonight they were afraid | was going to pass out for

them but | showed them | could take it. No one will ever know what a terrible feelingthatts | candt overc
no matter how hard | try. It sure is a terrible feeling, that is all | can say.

Honey, I do hope that you werend6t in a bad mood whe
things, or werendt you out of sorts then?

Wel | Darling, I 61 1 be signing off now as it is 11:
at 9:30 A.M.

Here is wishing the Best of Luck to you and | am praying that you will get to liking your work better and
also the Camp becaudegarling, | love you.

All my Love 2 u.
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine

I love you, Honey

Butte, Nebraska
November 28, 1945

My Darling Clayton,

Ah! Yes! Evening is here again and as usual it finds me dropping @linggtou, whi ch | donodt
Al t hough 1 6m not in a happy mood tonight.
My Mot her 6s aunt passed away, as | told you before

funeral. | thought so much of this aunt and | really feel blue abottet.husband took it so hard and | really feel
sorry for him too. Something like that just gets me.

Richard just left this evening, too. Thirty days is a long time but when the last one comes it almost makes
one wish that t her e Itisgustéoo ltatd totparte @ut fgmilynis so eosabytattaehedsthat the
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mi nute one of us step out of the house to go even to B
hope | put it across ok, anyway. When you leftit was jasta a d , Honey, and | &d&m not fool |
My aunt and uncle from Bonesteel were here today. They really are swell. | think so much of both of them

and they have the sweetest children, twin girls, 8, and a little boy about seventeen months old. The girls were

school but they brought #dAWallyo along; he is such a sw
I just finished making out an order or two, I just
Then they wonder wherealrs@ 01 t eacher 6s sal ary goes. Ah! Me ! | 6d
Sweetheart, | sure hope that you get to go to Washington, D.C. and | hope you enjoy yourself. But honey!
Be carefulabout taking thelames I just wanted to tkmesvw iyto-youwwntdt dfi ainrd t
several, perhaps, in Spencer and have them <hlessk up on
you would give me the addresses of some nice handsome soldiers from your camp. Maybe | could coritspond w
themander-check up on you. I s that a deal ? Wel | Honey,
doubt if you do, either. I never doubt you in the | ea:
eating it anyway bu | have faith that you arenét doing that. I (
because | tell you everything I do and i f anyone el se |
truthfully believe that you believeen, t hough, or dondét you?

Raymond just came home from Uncle Dan Reisers with
to peel his coat and get busy and | told him he was crazy to start eating them at this hour of night. | received the

replgu doMdédt know me. 0 We | | I donét care to know him .
Well, Sweetheart, Mother wants me so maybe | had better sign off for tonight.
Honey, Il 6m hoping you | ike your camp & work better.
All my Love,
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine
| love you

S/Sgt. W.D. Collins 37465996
Co. B. 1st Real BRA.G.F.R.D. #3
Ft Riley, Kans

December 2, 1945

Dear Elaine,

Say, you must not trust me very far. Not even for a picture making rdeseg first. Oh well mine

arenét very highly prizes anyway. They are practicall
Gee, Il &m so sorry that my standing is so questionahb
guess | 611 have to s tawwelctananprbveibver when | get home m

| got to see my brother Elmer last weednd in Topeka and we had an ample good time. | guess you can
i magi ne. Candét you? You should have been along. I g

Welllwas going to say Sugar but | better hadnét) Ha.
good and sweet little girl or that you should be in bed??

Goodnite and Sweet Dreams.
To
]

Warren

P.S. I dondét haivtes 6t hceo npiincgt.ur eBeyleite vbeuti t or not !
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Spencer, Nebr.
Dec. 6, 1945

My Dearest Darling:

I am just sitting here tonight taking it easy so thought | would drop you a few lines.

We were invited to August Petersons tonight in hhasfdMrs. Petersons birthday but | am not going as | am
too tired and besides | am not very anxious to go up there anyway. | may go to the class play in Spencer if | have
enough ambition pretty soon.

Leo Lewis came over this morning and helped us haylfftom the West place today. We hauled six loads
from there with two racks and then one load from across the highway. | really found out today how soft | have

gotten in the last couple of months as | wore a few blisters on my hands and my musclbeatieac

I went to Spencer last night to the basketball game and it was really good, of course Spencer won as usual.
There werenodét many people in town but I saw a few of m

Ben Blair from Chambers, Nebr. came up a little while this aften. He is my cousin and was recently
discharged from the Air Corp. He wanted me to go home with him and then bring me back Monday night but | have
enough to do here and | donét want to be away from you

Well, Honey, | will close for tonightind will call you sometime Saturday.

All of My Love and Kisses
Your Sweetheart, Clayton

| love you Darling
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Dec. 7, 1945
Thursday Evening
9:30 P.M.

My Darling Clayton,

| 6ve been t hi nikhsnge Taebdaynight sodhaught lovoud drop you a line. | hope you
dondét mind, Honey. It seems I|ike two weeks since | sa

Saturday comes pretty soon. rsure¢e canb6t come too soon f ol

I was going to send the card alone but didno6ét know
thought | should play safe.

Wel | Sweet heart, I 611 sign off hoping to see you s
Remember fl Love You. 0
All my Love
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine
P.S.
Johnny F. came tonight to see
me because he thought you woul dnot
be here tonight. He said he saw you

today -- working-- | canodét believe it. Hal
Ha! Ha!

Belle Plains, lowa
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Decenber 8, 1945

Dearest Elaine,

Here | am again to bother you its 4:20 A. M. Il dm wo
Monday & | 6m really gl ad. |l &m going to work in a Hard\
Withmor e money & my evenings & Sundays-inohwisgoiegtdwork a bett
there to. He just got discharged so when they get a hi

be a good deal. So thisiny last night hurray!!

Thatdéds really swell you kids being all together aga
Johnny, my honey, is in Tokyo. Il got a letter fron
canimaginehow hr i | I ed | was, really wonder ful. Heds a swell

he was nice, at least | hope you would.

|l &dm really in a mess now Elaine, Bob & Johnny are i
same time.Gee Honey what can | do? Johnny is the nicest of
me s s. I 61 1 probably | oose both of them in the end. |

That was really awful about kabootst.eGedElahs!. I 611 bet vy

I believe I 6ve written to you |l ast but | l'i ke to wr
you a Iline. Hope you dondét mind.

I got all my Christmas cards done tonight to, so |6

Wonder wehgairtg towet Hom our guys for Xmas Elaiiea. No kidding what are you getting
your boy friend?

I'tés about time to finish my cleaning so as Johnny
Write soon Honey.

Love
Violet

Spercer, Nebraska
December 12, 1945

My Dearest Elaine:

| just got up about a half hour ago (8:30) and thought that | would drop you a few lines to let you know that
| still love you and am always thinking of you. | had a swell dream about usdastit will tell you about it
when | see you again.

Believe it or not, but my mail has finally caught up with me and | got eleven letters yesterday. Six were
from my Sweetheart; three from the folks; one from Irene; and one from my cousin in Omtatwd. nfe quite a
while to read them all but am glad that they finally got here.
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Daddy and | went to the sale yesterday afternoon bu
that was the only thing that we were interested in. It was realllystanding around so | caught a ride back to town
and Daddy waited until the cattle sold. | really got froze out and my feet are still cold.

| went into the store and talked to Raymond a while yesterday evening and he said that he felt rather rough
after the night before and he said that he was going to go to bed just as soon as he got off work. | was so tired and
sleepy yesterday morning that Mom could hardly get me up. She called me at 9:15 and | said that | would get up but
instead | just rolledver and went back to sleep. She came up and called me again at 10:45 and | got up for good
then.

We planned on going to Bonesteel today but | guess
fairly nice weather. Daddy said that if we gaydetters about some trucks that we would go and look at them. |
suppose he will want to go someplace tomorrow and won?of

Thursday night. If something like this should happen I will call and let you kss@an as | can.

Well, Honey, | will close for now as it is about time for the mail carrier to go and | want to get this in the
box before he does go.

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton

| love you, Darling.

Hotel Castle
16th at Jones St.
Omaha 2, Nebraska

1:30 A.M.
Dec. 17, 1945
My Dearest Elaine,
I am just ready to go to bed but know that | woul dn

goes. H o plgectyoodo yod.o n 6 t

We | eft Spencer at 11: 00 this morning and got here
Koenig came with us and it was rather crowded.

| went up to see my cousin but she was down to my other cousins so | werthéogvand then after | got
there | found out that all of my relation were there so got to see them all.

Alice and | came back up town and went over to the Rome Bar & Grill and had a couple of beers and then
she went home on a street car and | came tgtbego to bed.

| am going to do a little shopping and look for a truck tomorrow and am to go to my cousins for supper
tomorrow night and may start home Tuesday but rather doubt it as | might as well spend a few days or maybe even a
week now that | amalvn here.
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No, Honey, |l 6m afraid that | couldndt stand it down

I 611 close for tonight, Honey, and plan on being ho

All of My Love & Kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
Please excuse the poor writing as |
am not used to a straight pen.

| love you Honey

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Re-enlistment Section
W.D.P.C. S.C.U. 1773
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas
Dec. 29, 1945
My Darling Elaine,

| finally got settled down and will drop you a few lines tonight.

I got into Omaha at 7:00 this morning and | eft at 8
1:30 and then had to wait until 5:00 befave got transportation over here. We got assigned to our beds and then |
went up to the P.X. to get something to eat as | di dnd

| saw this Hiatt from Spencer up at the P.X. and he said that he had seen Richard and ippsngn s
orders for Monday. | am going to look him up tomorrow if I can find him. Hyatt said that Sheridan Wells went
home again for New Year s. He is now AWOL and | dondét
down a notch or two if herould get caught.

Honey, | really had to fight to keep the tears from rolling out of my eyes last night and | know just how you
felt. I't was really hard to |l eave, | almost wish that
forayear but here is hoping that it wondt be that | ong t

This is really some place down here. They call it Skunk Hollow. The barracks are older than the hills and
we have to walk about a mile for all of our meals.

| am here in the Dayroo and they are playing the radio. It is sad hillbilly music and it really makes me
sad, even a little homesick. Maybe | will be able to snap out of it if | get to see some of the fellows | know and if |
dondét have to stay h ¢hissthowostrplace | have evker been stafooed. Camp Rickett is k
wonderful compared to thizellhole

Wel | | Darling, Il will c¢close for tonight and write t
sleep over two hours last nightguess | was thinking about leaving you too much.

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton

I love you Darling
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Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Re- enlistment Section

W.D.P.C. S.C.U.1773

Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas

Honeyl am going to wish you a very Happy New Year but
Darling, | forgot to write that there are so many fellows going AWOL from here that starting at 10:00
tomorrow night we will all be restricted to the camp area. HyattthaidWells might be on shipping orders for
Monday and he wondét be here.
It is guys like that who do those things and we all have to suffer for it.
Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Re- enlistment Section
W.D.P.C. S.C.U.1773
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas
December 30, 1945
My Darling Elaine,

Honey, | am sorry to | et you know that | havenoét fo
he hasndét seen him nor heard his name called since he |
| tried tocall about 6:00 this evening and they said that it would be between 4 and 5 hours before it could
go through so wil/ try it again tomorrow i f | can. We
wait too |l ong.thridudh ctacmmdr rgeew la waddt try any more as
now and you wil/ get this soon and know that | havenot

Things are so messed up around here thataedhey canoét
going to be restricted and are to be in bed by 10:00.

| went over and saw this Hiatt this morning for a few minutes and as | was going back over to my barracks
I met Junior Knight so we had a nice visit. He is the one | chummed with in Texastevadeldsyou his picture.

| went to dinner with Hiatt and another fellow and saw Kimball up there so Jim and | went to town this
afternoon. We went to a show and looked the town over and it was really dead. Deader than Butte. We ate supper
up town and the went to a show at the main theater at the Main Fort.

There sure isndt much to do around here but keep ou
this evening that they are going to send a bunch of rookies down here for us to trgjime Ime trying to train
anybody like that. | have to go over and have a clothing inspection at 8:00 in the morning.

The snow really melted yesterday and was all slush and it froze last night so it is really ice and slick around
here. It was so cold egrhis morning that we almost froze as the fire had gone out in the stoves. After we did get a
good fire going it was almost warmer outside than inside.

I n a way | wish that they would ship me muff of here
have to go overseas | would just as soon go now. | hope that | get shipped out with someone | know.

Darling, | will close for tonight as it is 9:40 now and will try to call tomorrow.

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton

Goodnight Sweetheart, Sweet Dreams

| love you Honey

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
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Re- enlistment Section
W.D.P.C. S.C.U.1773
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas
December 31, 1945

My Dearest Elaine,

Iwildropyou a few | ines this afternoon to | et you know

report over to the orderly room at 5:00 this evening.

stay there. A Sergeant came in the b&samnd asked for two volunteers and noone would, so he walked up the
aisle and picked two of us.

I had to go back over to the Personnel Center thi

them.

We were supposed to have bed check at 10€hight and a Sergeant took all of our names to see that we
were all here and at 2:45 this morning a Captain, Lieutenant, and a Sergeant came in and woke us up. We had to
give them our name, rank and serial number. These men said that there weregd®erierthis row of barracks
and they said around 150 men were AWOL over the weekend. There was just one gone out of this barracks. | bet
that Sheridan Wells and this Olson from Bristow will really get into trouble when they get back as they will be able
to check up on them.

It snowed here this morning and was pretty cold. It is really slick now with this snow on the ice and it is

really mean wal king back and forth for meal s. I probal

tonight

I havendt seen Kimball or Knight yet today but |
and he is on detail. | donot mind some of the det ai
about all we have tdo around here.

| have been sitting here listening to a bunch of overseas men who are reenlisting and they are telling about
some of their experiences. Some of them are really worth hearing. Some of them have really been through a lot.

Well, Darling, | will close for now and write again tomorrow and will try to call tonight if | can do it.

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton

P.S. Please excuse the poor writing as | am sitting on the bed and using a statiofarg latle.

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Re-Enlistment Section
W.D.P.C. S.C.U. 1773
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
January 1, 1946

My Darling Elaine:

Happy New Year Honey. | am over here in the day room listenirteetRbdse Bowl Football game so will
write you a few lines.

Kimball, Knight, and | went to town again this afternoon for a while. Knight and | went to a show but

Ki mball didndét want to so haveno6t s e e ngwhmembuslanmmsure . I

u
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that | am not as | found the one that | want. That was in October.

| had to report over to the orderly room last night at 5:00 and six of us had to go down to the transportation
office. We had to go down to the depot at 12:15@mdad 150 barracks bags from a troop train and then put them
in the baggage room. We got back over here and went to bed about 2:00 A.M. | woke up at 8:30 this morning and
was so cold that | had to get up and stand by the stove in order to get warmed up.

I came over for mail call this afternoon but didno6t
going dry so wild/l have to finish with a pencil. I hav
itbefore lcameowr her e. Honey, I hope you dondét mind but | ju

pipeful of Virginia tobacco.

How was the New Yeard6s Dance, or didnét you go. D a
home just because | am ribere to take you or would you stay home even if | were there.

It was so cold in the barracks this morning that we all nearly froze and noone had ambition to get up and
start a fire but a First Sergeant finally did. | had two wool blankets on andypatencoat over that but still
coul dndédt keep my feet warm so put on a pair of socks.
keep the fires fixed tonight.

I donét think | will get to gb bveaséthsgbtutssatiohe
M. P. I f coul d 1 may be able to get home once in a wl
Al most everyone i s anxious to get shippedsthaytareof here
Wel | Darling, I owi || close for tonight and wil!/l be

All my love and kisses
Your Darling
Clayton
| love you, Honey.

Butte, Nebraska
January 1, 198
(No honey, it isn6t quite the

My Darling Clayton,
Just a few lines before | retire, Honey, because I just have to tell you how much | miss you and love you
and miss your love.
| am here in Omaha as you perhaps already know, Sweetimebl could just kill myself for it. When |
want to go someplace, | want to go and when | want to stay home | want to stay home.
Well, anyway, honey, | wanted to stay home last Sunday, honest | did, but between Evelyn & Mom it was
more orlessaforce af fair and something |ike that just doesndt
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When Raymond went to come down here | knew | shoul d
call is what got me. Honest, honey, | seemsasthqughwoua nd | |
mean all the world to me and | am sure that 106191 not f

Raymond took us around Omaha today and | really enjoyed it. Omaha is simply wonderful, honey, but |
will admit, that this |ifetlhd Ibiefiemgf et rmemgerisf tlo cdvredty
natural for me tap and get acquainted but if | have to drink, smoke & cuss to get acquathtetde (woop honey,

I al most slipped) | mean the heck wiandhhe iidsbad o bavea We wi

drink and then we went to the Music Box. It was about 10:30 when we went to the Music Box and when we got
home it was 11:30 so you can imagine how much we saw and besides they had intermission from 11:00 to 11:30.
Gee. Honeyseeing all of those soldiers and their girlfriends made me so lonesome for you honey, that | really feel

down in the dumps. Can you bl ame me? Not |l ong ago |
been a | ong, l ong, time. 0

Westayeda my Cousinbds |l ast night and tonight we are he
she, but Raymond is so hard to get along with and that
temper ed. iworse than 1, hun. o

| wanted to go dres shopping today but as it was the day before New Years the storedlwkrged, so
naturally | didnét get to do much shopping as you can

We did go to O6Neilll | ast t6geteverythiagyl wantechandupgces areaand | w
much | ower now that it is really fun to go shopping. !
woul dnét have come, at | east | wouldndét have.

Raymond & Mary are sorta on the outs tonightyRaond di dndt just approve of t
insisted that we go but | knew Raymond would be mad if we went so when he even looked toward the door that led
to the exterior of the building | knew we should get our coats so | made them bring berkielso they could enjoy
themselves. Now they can go and have their flithat is what you call it, without me.

Maybe | didndét mention it before, Honey, but Kathl e
griping. iwWeld,and sfloud Wo Wlod tdhe st hat o and AWell , I dor
home so if he gets mad, O. K. |l 6m not to bl ame. Or, Sw¢

Oh, Darling, I have t he dkuwitmnyeligettions uniil lasgeveniogwhenl |y ou.
we went by the Castle Hotel. | looked up at the sign and of course | was thinking of you and click the camera
changed |l ens and | was right. 't r eal foyitahodf lagi@ghte d i n a
my cousins took us to the Paramount theatre to the show and on the way home instead of catching the street car like
Donnie wanted to, | insisted that we wal k. Whiy ch we di
allies. My gosh! I f I wasndét dumb but | uck was with |

The name of the show was #fASan Antonio. o You were r
really was. AThere goes an e mgsoseriobspwhishd lik@veryinuch. hought |

Well, Sweetheart, please forgive me for not being home when you called. | will see that, it is made up for
soon. Please excuse this scribbling, too.
Closing, | will send you all my love to keep.
| love you Swetheart.
All my love,
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Re-Enlistment Section

W.D.P.C. S.C.U. 1773

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
January 2, 1946

My Darling Elaine,

Another day gonéy and still no mail from my loved one but | am still waiting and hoping for some soon.
Honey, you can6t i magine how | | ong for your |l etters.
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me.

We had a short road march this afternoonandthé hey read a shipping order bu
and they have been here for a month or more. Thi s Ol
to him to ask whether Sheri dan Welhims|ama@aingto byadatdktdb ut di
Olson and see whether they have to take any punishment or not.

Knight, Kimball and | went to supper early tonight and then went up to the Service Club until 6:00 and then
we went to a show. It seems as thoughthertédis much t o do around here but go t
go to town down here.

When we were in town Sunday afternoon we saw a fellow come out of a beer joint and was feeling pretty
good. He saw a good looking girl walking down the streetvelmdtled at her. A Major was walking the opposite
way and turned around |l ooking at this man and this fell
the Major turned around walking away. This fellow was a discharged soldier and viadwéaugh out of it when
we heard him tell that.

Honey, will you write a |letter to Jean or dono6t you
my | ittle black book. I f you dondét wekmwvmyaddresst i t e | ma:
Maybe it would be better if we didnét write to her as |

Wel | Sweet heart, I owi || close for tonight as it is

I will be ableto go to sleep as it is really noisy in here tonight.

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
| love you Honey

Butte, Nebraska
January 2, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

Gee! Was | lucky today! | reived two letters from my one and only Sweetheart and one from a girlfriend
and one business letter. I f | wouldndét have heard fr ol
think | would have written and told you that a good looking neiglimy is home and one of my pupils brothers.
(Umm are they cute.) (Oodh-l a . ) Now, honey, dondt take me werong for
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don6t you believe me? Perhaps you don bttfor somewskhowme any m
reason | dondét even worry about you going with other gi
and there isndbt anything | can do about it but truthful

Uumm! This licorice is really good! How | [Tike it!

| could eat it by the boxes (Ib. boxes) which we do most of the time.

Oh! Honey! Itis a good thing that | went to Omaha with Raymond in his can Wiid. Why? Well, the
silly thing sold it today. He got plenty for it though but only made about $25.00. He sold it for $1,000 but maybe
you better not let on like you know as it is a little and quite a little beyond c.p. That is why he toldd/oulpai
$750 or $7 something for it but he really paid $935 before he purchased 1945 & 1946 license and got the papers
changed, etc.

We finally heard from Richard. He is at Fort Ord, California assigned to a pool and drives trucks. One
night they callechim at 2:30 A.M. and by 3:00 A.M. he was on the train headed for California. There were just
three of them went so they rode on a civilian train. He is right close to my aunts place and he really likes it.

You mentioned in your letter that rookiestmi¢ be st ati oned there for you bo:
me trying to train anybody Ilike that.o Honey, | canot
jokind Hun.

Well, Sweetheart, it is almost time to go to bed. | really se@dme s | eep, as | havendt b

since- well - last November some timebut honey, | lovedt and] love you.

So Goodnight, Sweet heart 10611 see you in my dr eams
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine
| love you

Mother said to Thank you special for her for your trouble ever finding Richard or Rather trying to.
Goodnight Sweetheart, Remember | love you, dearly.

Butte, Nebraska
January 3, 1946

My Darling Clayton,
It is getting late but its never too late to write to you Darling, and tell you how much | love-ywus it?

ficult ti me

Honey, I am having a very dif t
|l 6m so good that

ryi g o]
out? | have almost racked my brain out trying to think of sbnoet I 0 t

o

n
don
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pertaining to my behavior. (Or do you disagree????).

| have had a pretty rugged day today and it looks like the night will be the same as Mother is quite restless
already. That is a bad sign.

Well, Honey,l am really anxious to hear from you, now to see what kind of work you are doing.

Honey, how is your foot? You had better be doing something about it before it is too late. Remember what
you once said? il was t hethann kintegd tovgo dagcing befbre toslangand y ou b
your foot had better be O.K. so | can get on and ride a while when | get tired. Ha!

Richard wrote Yew Years and said that he was on a six day pass and was staying at my Aunt & Uncles in
Calif. (Los Angé e s ) . My wuncle works in Hollywood and gets to
yet but plans to.

Say, Sweetheart, | believe you have found another girl already. Why? Because you forgot something in
your letter. Can you figure out wahit is?

Anyway, |06l sign off assuming that you still 1l ove

So Goodnight, Sweetheart,
Remember Darling,

| love you
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine
Butte, Nebraska
January 4, 1946
My Darling Clayton,
H! Honey! Whatchad doindé tonight? I sure would | ik

about now (or wouldn6ét | be safe, even if | were a mou:
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| wanted to be different just now so | filled my pen with this color of ink instead of blue.

I have really felt ornery all/l day. I was so mean a
morning, | received two letters, one from you which meant the world and all to me and one from my (I mean one of
the other) boyfriends in Kansasp. Uhuh- from my Warren. He scolded me good for not writing a long enough
l etter so | 6m g o imagystipoofdapexand pimg little kids tb workpasting thamytogether.

Then when we finished | copied the letter, | had writem h i m, on that Il ong strip of pa
it was long, Honey, but it was. It was exactly 97 fetnot inches long. Sweetheart, | was so cruel that when |

rolled it up, | rolled it so that he will have to unroll it all beforehecas t art readi ng it. Now wa
| feel bad about it now but it is too |l ate now so ther
that now? I sure hope he does ndlyonbthat means anythingtoime.wonét c
Would you hate me if | did something like that to you? Ireckonyouwewsdo | guess | 611 do it.
Warren comes back for mor e, I 61l write a twfonten? t hree |

I can just about imagine.

Wel |l , Sweetheart, there is a dance in Spencer tonig
were here then | would | ove to go. As i t stayisg,homle j ust d
and just thinking about you. No fooling, Honey, | love you and | wish | could keep it to myself instead of telling
you-youol | get tired |listening pretty soon, wondt you.

Wel | Darling, Mother want slookiegfoaanethiemetter mmorrdmd | si gn o

Dondét Aexurto yourself working Honey.

Goodnight Sweetheart,
All my love to you,
Your Sweetheart,

| love you, Sweetheart Elaine

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Re-enlistment Section

W.D.P.C. S.C.U. 1773
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
January 4, 1946

My Darling Elaine:
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I didnét have time to write to you |l ast night so wi
this afternoonmed know why | havendt heaxarfiem yYodndtHegos diedv f¥
he went to town and got my letter so | doné6t suppose Yy
tomorrow or havendt you written any to me.

Junior Knight was called on shipping orders yesterday and is leaving at 7:45 tonight so we went to town
l ast night to a show and didndt get back until 10: 30.
Texas with us and is married. He ististaed out here as a guard at the Federal Prison and lives in town. Knight is
going back to Camp Pickett, Va. and then probably over:
l ong and | canét bl ame hi nprettysbonalsoppose | may be going

I was on detail all day today help setting up beds.
of the rain. There are a lot of fellows coming in and not many leaving and they are putting the draftees over here
also sowe are pretty crowded.

| saw Sheridan Wells yesterday afternoon and he was pretty worried as his blankets and barracks bag were

gone. They turned that in when they had bedcheck the
go over and et a slip from the Colonel before he can get them back. | told him that a lot of fellows were getting
courtmar ti al ed. I haveno6t seen hi m -martdlahis mbrming. hear d that

It has been foggy here all day and rains off an every once in a while. It rained all morning so is pretty
muddy around here except on the side walks which are made of crushed stone.

Daddy wrote that Jerry Fiala got home last Saturday. He would have to get home the day after | leave. |

think Twi | | write him a |etter one of these days as | haver
Wel | Honey, I will close for tonight as | am prett
three days now. | f 1o ged aolawd mowsrhoaxwt themsficsto n 1 wi | | have

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton

Butte, Nebraska
Now, please, Darling, donodt January 5, 1946
go dating that Retieaded
blond with black hair
that livesdown in the
basement, up stairs
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on the vacant | ot. Will you promise me you wonodot?
My Darling Clayton,

| received another swell letter from my Sweetheart today. Darling, your letters really give me inspirations.
My letters could never mean as muclytw but nevertheless, you should have heard from me by this time, at least |
have written so they should reach you pretty soon.

Say, Honey, which Ol son boy is that from Bristow?
try to goyofua?wollo ,doanréet t hi nk you would do a thing like
to see whether they had to take any puni shment or not.

Is it really expensive to go to town or is it expensive after yothgee? | presume that the expense comes
after you get there am | not right? But, Honey, how much do you drink? Have you started all over ag#n®e or

you made it a New Yeards ARevolutiono t oyouredfeeel | i quor

di dnot mean coffee bsuffore | me ant beer and such
Listen, Honey, I dondt want to write to Jean, I sai

would feel, if you found another girl and then she wrote me a Ieftet would just about kill me. It would be,

definitelyy, t oo much for me to bear. I candét even stand to t

but not if I can help it.
I just read my | etter oveankwdoge®bal hgneybm I h t ha

tonight and definitely didndét mean anything in the wrol
frantic. I dondét have ti me t o-firgtbwriie toyougnd thea wellalfustni ght a|
sit and think about you or what we would be doing if 'y

My throat is so sore tonight that I can hardly talk
theharddb mps i n my arms were muscles but | havendét found ol
definitely certain that they arendét tonsils because | (

Well, Dearest, this house tonight is really going in circles and my head is really in.aExeryone is in a
good peckie mood tonight and it is really fun listening to them. It is really hard to keep out of them sometimes but

what 6s the use to argue. I't never was worth while (es]
of these days |16l win though you jusé wait and see. I
Wel |l , Darling, | guess |06l stack up my wool and re

Goodnight Dearest,

| love you, All my love 2 u
Darling Your Sweetheart
Elaine

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Re-enlistment Section

W.D.P.C. S.C.U. 1773
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
January 5, 1946
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My Dearest Elaine:

| received two letters from my Sweetheart today and was really glad to get trmmay, Hwas beginning
to think that you had forgotten me and wasndt going to

I didnét know that you were planning on going to On
me and went back wit Ray mond. Or wouldno6ét you have wanted to do
but after | am there a few days | am ready to go home again. That is just the way | feel now. | am ready to go home
and wish that | could. | really like to go the Music Box when | am down here. | have been to the Barrel House
several times but that is a little too rough for me.

They read a shipping list this afternoon but as wusu
enough to be on it as it wasmixed order which was one where a few are going to different places.

Kimball wants me to go to the show with him and then to town tonight but | am going to go to the show. |
woul dnét go to town tonight if fda. were paid as | havenbodt

| talked to Sheridan Wells this afternoon and he said that the only punishment he got was as a Company
Runner all day yesterday and today and last night.

So Richard is in Fort Ord now? He wasijobduiivingy t o get
truck either as | am just crazy about that job or am |
that | can look him up if I should happen to be sent out there.

It rained here all morning and was really miserable oetsidvalked to breakfast and dinner today and my
pant | egs got soaked as my raincoat wasndt | ong enough
l'ike it could rain again any mi nuteehaveitrhintdaosnéw. Allof ke t hi
the snow has melted already.

| just got back from the show so will finish this as Kimball came over and wanted to go to supper before |
got to finish it.

| feel a lot better now than | did this afternoon. It musthaween t he show. I donodt ev
name of the show but it was pretty good. | am really getting fed up with just waiting around. My nerves are shot
already so that | candédt even stay in begdadutgimfactl at er t hai

believe | am already going there.

They have things so messed up around here that they have finally worked out a schedule for us starting
Monday morning. We are going to have some kind of training and suppose it will be some kindahaarch.

You wrote that you didnét think you had to worry ab
you are right as no one else could interest me. I don¢
ofyou. DoyoumindWho i s this good | ooking neighbor boy of your
to worry about you and sure am not going to start now. If you would start going with someone else | would have to
go hunting for someone else.

Well, Darling, ! will close for tonight and get to bed pretty soon.

Goodnight, Sweet Dreams Sweetheart
All my love and kisses
Your Honey Child!?
Clayton

P.S. It is really a swell night out tonight and how | wish that | were home and mayblé ecgoy sitting in the car
on a night like this instead of freezing like we did while | was home.

Pvt. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Re-enlistment Section

W.D.P.C. S.C.U. 1773
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
January 6, 1946
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My Darling Elaine:

Honey, I hadnoét planned on writing tonight as it is
but | just couldnét bear thinking of how you would feel
thinking of you. | will write as much as | can before the lights do go out.

Kimball and | planned on going to the show this afternoon but it was such a wonderful day that we took a
walk around the main camp of Fort Leavenworth. We got to the theatreDadrithe show started at 2:00 so we
were too | ate. We decided to go to Leavenworth as t hai
anymore at night and we are hoping to get shipped out soon.

We went to a show up town and saw Shiffeg mpl e i n AKiss and Tell . o0 It wa
was really good. As soon as we got out of the show we came back for supper and went to a show over here at camp
and saw fiThe Harvey Girls. o | d obmtdhat issahout plidhsreistodioat | s h

around here at night and it really helps a fellow forget about being in this God forsaken hole here.

We went over to the P.X. after the show and we saw this Simmons boy from Anoka. He reenlisted and got
down here yegrday. | also saw John Ogren from Spencer. He is here and got his discharge. He graduated from
High School with me and was drafted about four years ago. He said that we were really foolish for reenlisting as he
said that we would be lucky if we gottomhen our year was up but after we told him how long we have been in he
said it was probably the best thing to do.

Wel | Honey, it is about time for |ights out and I
meet you in my dreams agas | do every night.

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
| love U, Honey Clayton

P.S. Every time Kimball and | walk back from a show we always start talking about what we are going to do when
we get out of the Army

Honey, | rad in a magazine this morning how to work out our fortunes so | did.

Yours is:

You are the type who holds the romantic ideal. There have been many people who have tried to discourage
your zest in attaining situations which would please a perfectiddsthot allow this to stop you. There have been
times when you achieved the goal you had set, and there will be many more. Keep your ideals, they are what make
you interesting.

Mine is:
You have a reunion scheduled with someone you have not seelofgytame. They will appear changed,
and you will also seem different to them. However, the meeting will be very happy and you will have a good time.
Good night, Sweet dreams
Sweetheart

Butte, Nebraska
January 6, 1946

My Darling Clayton,
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At last | am at ease to enjoy a few minutes with you, Honey.

I am really and truly tired, tonight and | havenot
then to OO6Neill the 28t h. yowrn shhgwludevier e Yh1reu ewswl dn &t
anyway, would you? You donét think enough of me to | e
you?

I't is so cold in here, that | 6ém j ust isdhduoobinightf r oze t o

Between Evelyn & Floyd and Floyd & Darold and the whole darn bunch, this house is a regular mad house.
Floyd is always telling Evelyn what is what and she flares up and they go the rounds and Daddy gets involved and
the rest go at itrad every time Darold looks like he might do something silly, just for orneriness he gets spanked or

scolded or something and about that time I édm into it.
just hurts me too much. Uskidsneve di d get s p atedbaddor aewk?) Wwmreveahadktbutre slap
from my Daddy and | 0611 never forget it and one spanki ni

that because my Mother said dmea odiil ddn &to K mo wyt Hlantc | 0 Dsahme
& | and took us back to the housahead of her and she had a stick. It still makes me mad to think about it.

When you were home, Darling, everything went quite smooth. | was really darey but sinceyou | donot
have any nerve at all. | said something to Daddy tonight about wanting to go someplacdaaiaddod| ever get
told off. |l dm scared to death to even mention going t
Raymondhad ef i ni tely decided to keep his job, that he doesr
picking on me and |1 6m fed up on it. Just now, he bawl
t he men woul dn @talf hoanamgueiageover vhat i veas supposed to tell Richard, | would be
through a |l ong time ago. But 10611 wirte what | want t

anyone says because some da havetlechanhce to wrice. Ehohomi?ng home and
Gee! Darl ing? |l 6m really the one that should be s

better than to write my troubles to you. When you were here | always felt better after | emptied my trotibles

you.

Ray Nemic & Donavan Angel are giving a double wedding dance in Spencer Friday night. If | can get a
way. It depends upon what Evelyn does. I f she stays |

ATi me will telshys Grra.s Eddi e al ways

Well, Darling it is about time | go before | get my head chopped off so until tomorrow. Goodnight Darling
& Sweetheart.

All my love
il | ove you, Darling Your Darling
with all my hearto Elaine

SHIP OF JOY MOTTO
There is a destiny that makes us Brothers,
None goes his way alone;
All that we send into the lives of others,
Comes back into our own.
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Butte, Nebraska
January 7, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

Brrr! Il s it ever ctollddm gledtnm ijnugs tq uaibtoeu tu sferdo zteon bbeui n
heater. It has been ten days alreadgly three hundred and fifty i ve | ef t . Time really does
that | d6m suffering every minut thoughf it . | suppose that

Today was the Folks Thitgecond Wedding Anniversary. Gee! It d
been married that | ong. Ha! Really, Honey, it doesndi
Spencer after himwhen he gotoffweko he coul d be here. The folks didnot
We really had a good supper including the ham smothered in thick syrup candy and peach upside down cake with
ice cream on top hiding the takbe stameswhsteffedanbat
Woul dnét you | i ke to see me now? Ha .

Oh! Hun! [ fixed my hair tonight with the hopes of getting to go to the dance tomorrow night. | want to
go but yet | guess | 0611 waiahdRaymond half Way falked me inta ggirgt . Mar g
tomorrow night. They are going to stop and get me any.
have a chance to go someplace | wusuall y hapee. Say,]l may not
Sweet heart, you are paying out a | ot of money for not hi
seen me since Christmas so he canét tell you anything
yours and ther ooohla-la -- pour Clayton.

Wel | Sweet Heart, I hope you donbét get shipped out
be just as good as gone. That is something that would really break my heart, but if it has to be it Haz&dlype.
dondét run the Ar my.

How do u like my nice stationery? It is some Mother received for Christmasineof the Shutin Clubs
she belongs to. | was too lazy to go get my own.

Now Darling, I 61 1 sign off nmoroow. now hoping the get a

All my love to you, Dear
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine
| love you, Darling

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Re-enlistment Section

N.D.P.C. S.C.U. 1773

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
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Januay 7, 1946
My Dearest Elaine,

| just finished emptying the ashes out of the stoves and put some more coal in so thought | would write you
a few lines this afternoon to let you know that | received your most welcome letter of Jan. 3 and was really glad to
hear from you again.

| am supposed to be barracks guard and fireman in this building with another fellow and all we have to do
is keep the fires going and keep the floors cleaned up.
to be onany other details today.

I havendédt been doing any work yet but could have ha
want to stay here any longer than | have to so didnodt
would transfer me up to the Personnel Center.

You wrote that you have been having a hard time try
know of any suggestions to pass along to you now. Maybe if | could have been with you longer | might be able to
help but |1 édm afraid that | don6t know all of your weak:]

You asked in your letter how my foot was. It is almost well again but | never went to the doctor or anyone.
It was just a boil and ongght | thought it was about ready to open so | soaked it in hot water for a while and then
opened it myself. It is still a little sore and bothers when | walk if | keep my shoe laced too tight but it will be well
enough to dance pditeil beyguite sometimd hefore wedwith beaable tadance together again
unless | can get home for a while pretty soon.

Honey, | was really surprises and a little peeved to think that you believe | have found another girl. |
thought that | made it ear to you before | left home that you wéne onlyond or me but now | dondt
will ever prove it. Darl ing, I love you with all of m
appreciate it very much if you would leerknow.

| heard this noon that there were 600 being shipped out of here by Friday so maybe | will be one of the
lucky ones. There are about 20 men shipping out this afternoon. They are all in the Air Corps and are going to
several different places.

Ilhavendt even made any New Years resolutions as | n
Army. | suppose that | could resolve to quit smoking or drinking beer but it would be pretty hard and late to quit
smoking. As far as quiting drinkingbee i t mi ght be alright as | havenodét had

That was a week ago Saturday night and that didnét evel
Wel | , Darling, | will c¢close for now as there isnot

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
| love you Honey!

Butte, Nebraska
January 8, 1946
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My Sweetheart Clayton,

|l received two swell l etters from my Honetten today.
the fifth and the other the sixth. They were both mailed yesterday, one at 9:30 A.M. and the other 3:00 P.M. It
didnét take them |l ong after they once got started, did

It is really a beautiful day here and how | wish that you were here! Beeh e y ! You dondt kno
miss you. I't is Iike having something you dond6t have.
the way | feel. Will | be able to make up for lost time when you do get home?

Say, Honey, you take iteasylord | | come down there and scold you. I

have forgotten me two minutes you wouldno6t be where yo
blame me and after all you will learn to learn to learn. Do you ge$dt?he sooner, now that you forget me the

better off you wil!/| be, or dondét you think so? I do.
Say, Sweetheart, what kind of a girl did you think | was anyway by saying that you were beginning to

believe that | wasno6t idyaigaodthingthatwou changed tyoor mind in &prettyishorti s ¢ e |

order or | dondt know what | would have done to you. |
Oh!'YesRi chardés address i s:

Pfc. Richard D. Counts 37766723
Co. B. 801st Replacement Bn.
Fort Od, California
Why ask me if | mind if your thoughts are of me? Y
l' i ke asking me if | | ove you and vy o uhil noo w (tPhlee aasnes wdeera rt,
get angry, For | @&s only teasing you.)
That good looking neighbor boy of mine is Walter Horst? | went to grade school about six years with him

so | should know him pretty good. He is a very nice Ki
or visarevera. We think a lot of each other as friends butHortfesn at doesndét mean anything.
that means more than fibeing just a friend. 0 It is far
eh? Honey, wantto go with DearH . Do you care? Now, |l 6m warning you,

So you saw the show, AHarvey Girls. o Was it good?
which means | wondt see it even itfBuihereidlogngiticClangA.t o But |

Say, Sweetheart, some of these days, I am really go
about what you and Kimball are going to do when you get out of the Army or let me in on the secret. fido you s
think that | cannot get angry? Wel | | dm begi nning to
you were out wal king with, too. |l 6m mad at you, too.
please.

(fldogot oni ght I 611 sit one or two out and just think
you all the ti me, I coul dndét forget you.)

I really dondét know what to think abou my fortune,
realydi dnét know | was t-twhy dydedorydudt gbU”meIabeut ity
my ideals what make me interesting? Real l y? I f they

want to be that kind dhteresting- or do you like me the way | am?

Honey, the reason | said that about Dean was just to see what you would say. Now please tell me what you
said when you read it. | homadnnybotn et heel slee assoy. ddoensditr eg eotf nge

Honey, | 6m scared to death. FIl oyd told me this A.N
hate to drive. Itis 3:57 now.

All my love to you
Your Sweetheart, Elaine

| love you Honey

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Re enlistment Section
W.D.P.C. S.C.U. 1773
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Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
January 8, 1946

My Dearest Elaine:

I will write you a few lines this evening before | go to supper to let you know that | am always thinking of
youandwih t hat | could be near you. Honey, I I ove you so
stand it being away from you for another year.

| would like to go overseas but would rather be stationed someplace near home so that | woultbbe able
see you once in a while. | have been very tempted to go home but know that it would just be that much harder to
leave and would be wanting to go back again. Sheridan Wells said that every time a persons goes home it is just that
much harder to leavagain.

| really hope that | get shipped out of here pretty soon as they finally put there new schedule in force today.
One company has to furnish all of the men for detail on one day and some other company the next. They had all of
us from this compangn for detail today but | got out of it as | said that | was going to check and see if | were on
shi pping orders before | went so as soon as | found out
in and just laid around all day and whihey wanted any more detail they would come through the barracks and |
always told them that | was on orders.

They said that everyone has to fall out for roll call at 6:20 in the morning and march over to breakfast in a
group whether we wanted to eatrmt. They are also going to start training. About all we have to do is a little close
order drill and a short walk around the camp.

Kimball is on orders now and is to leave for Camp Pickett, Va. at 8:00 tonight. | was in the hopes that we
would getshipped out together but guess | will have to go with a bunch of strangers, but it will just be my luck to
ship out with Sheridan Wells but | hope not as the less | have to do with him the better | will like it.

Kimball and | just got back from suppercahwent over to see if | was on orders yet but they said that an
order for 200 was supposed to be here at 4: 00 but wasn:¢«
and we could go over and check any time between 6:00 and 9:00 to seeifwe on it . I wondét mai
find out whether or not | am on it.

It was misty here about all afternoon and started sprinkling about 4:00 and is raining harder all of the time.
| suppose | will ship out tomorrow while it is raining asisually rains every time | get shipped out of some camp.
It rained when | left Camp Fannin and when | left Camp Pickett.

A fellow that came in here today brought a radio with him and he just got it connected. It really seems
good to listen to a radimnd hear some good dance music. It makes me with that | were home dancing with a sweet
girl back home. Just in case you dondt know here, she

Well, Darling | will close for tonight and wish you many happy dnea | love you, Honey.
All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton

P. S. Itis still raining out and is freezing on everything. The ground is really slick as it has a nice coat of ice on it.
If it should snow now it would rdig be slick. | would sure hate to be driving a car or something tonight as it is
freezing on the windshields and the roads would be terrible.

I went over and | ooked at the shipping orders but t
had b type up and put on the bulletin board. This one order was for Fort Ord, California and were to leave at noon
tomorrow. They told us to be sure and check it early in the morning to be sure if we were on it.
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| went over to see Kimball a little while agnd then walked down to building 512 with him where all of
those shipping out had to meet and wait for the bus. | sure wish that | was going with him. It is really hard to see
someone leave like that after we have been together so long. | may betacigh to catch up with him in Pickett
if | leave for there soon or maybe even after we get overseas.

Daddy was talking to Kimball in Kibbyoés one Wednesd
home and Daddy sai d t ha&duldthem acoond With hid &s he jesestodd @anouncdamd/was e
so quiet. | told Daddy that when Jim gets with a bunch of fellows and has a drink or two of beer he is quite
different. He is really a goofy acting fellow when he gets half tight.

| talked toSimmons this evening and he said that he was going back out to Fort Warren, Wyoming. He
was stationed out there before he enlisted and had a couple of letters from some officers asking for him to be sent
back out there.

| sure hope that they ship me atithere soon or | will go nuts. | would like to know just what is in the
future for me as to when and where | go from here.

Well, Darling | am going to sign off now and go to bed early as | had a very bad night last night. 1 just laid
there awake anthought about how foolish | was that | enlisted as | may have been able to get an agricultural
discharge this spring if | had not enlisted.

Goodnight, Sweet Dreams, Sweetheart.

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Reenlistment Section
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W.D.P.C. S.C.U. 1773
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
January 9, 1946
My Dearest Elaine:
| received three letters from the sweetest girl in the world this noon and | was really happy when | got
them.
Honey, | found outtis morning at 9:30 that | was on shipping orders for Camp Pickett at 12:45 this noon.
| had to turn in my sheets and blankets and then | shaved and at 11:00 | went over for mail call. | wanted to see
whether | had any mail before | wrote and it was B2éfore | finally got it and had to be down at building 512 by
12: 45, I didnét have time to write then but thought t|
there until 1:15 they told us that the order had been cancelled and anmthyging to a camp near Washington,
D.C.
They told us to check the list at 10:00 in the morning so suppose that we will be going tomorrow afternoon.
Sheridan Wells is to leave for Fort Ord, Calif. at 4:00 this afternoon but his orders may be carsmlled al
This Olson boy from Bristow is the one that used to run around a lot and his Dad runs a produce store in
Bristow or rather goes around the country buying eggs and poultry. This Olson has wrecked several cars and once

upset Gal |l ent iwasdivingit. His forstk namehiseDennis er that is what he was called, but his real
name is Carl. He was supposed to go to that camp near Washington, D.C. but that one was cancelled also.
No, Darling, I woul dnét g owvasainthelrightsstate af mibde tmeely at | eas

wanted to know what kind of punishment they got. | never did ask Olson how he came out and still think that they
will have part of their pay taken away.
| talked to Sheridan Wells a little while just before dinand he said that he had a package that he wanted
to mail home and he said that it was a diamond and was sending it to Helen.
He said that he heard that | gave you a diamond for Christmas and | told him what | gave you. He said that
you and Helen tookim out to the car that night of the dance and showed it to them. | think he was fibbing a little
bit as | had the car | ocked, or at |l east | thought so |
I't isnb6t very expensswveaellty wal koot olwint alshi ke in and
go to a show which starts at 7:00 and is out at 9:30 and | am always ready to go back to camp by then. No, Honey, |
havendédt had a drink of beer siaglssaphew aMgoingte tryBradkeepvh e n K
from drinking any liquor for this year but | wondt mak:
before the year is over.
Darling, the next time your throat gets so sore take a tip frormnteake a few sips of whiskey or drink a
couple cups of hot coffee. That is the way | got rid of my sore throat on Dec. 10 at the dance. Do you remember
that night? I 61 1 bet you never wil/l f o rsofehe hidkies.l Those
gave you and where | kept biting you.
You wrote that Donavon Angel and Raymond Nemec were giving a double wedding dance. | knew that
Ray and Naomi were going to get married but not Donavon. Who did Donavon marry. They alwaysallmhave
of dances up there when | 6m not there. I sure would ||
wonderful dancer and how | would love to dance with again.
You wrote about how you think about what we would be doing if | were horkleow what | would be
doing in the daytime. That would be trucking in the afternoon, sleeping in the morning and keeping you out late at
ni ght . Woul d you mind? I don6t think you would, or a
last Sunday and | told Kimball how | wish that | were home. It would have been a wonderful day for a good
horseback ride or for a nice ride ifrard (?)
Darling, if | were home for good | would let you sleep on my shoulder any time that you wantecsoitbu
was, time was too short to sleep any of it away. I kn
keeps picking on a person. That is just the way it was around home a few years ago when Glen was still home and
when | used to go ta lot of dances and they always thought | was going too much and Glen always kept nagging
me about spending too much money on liquor and should spend that money on farm equipment. As soon as he left
home things were running pretty smooth.
Say, Honey,tht was a pretty cruel trick to pull on Warren
fell ow. |l 6m afraid | would be rather peeved if | were
ask you to quit writing to him and devote moreofyr ti me t o me but | etters mean a
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l et you write to him as |l ong as it doesndt get too per
I knew that you wouldndt be able to forget Eddie an
take me wrong aswas only fooling.
Yes, Darling, | do plan on coming home someti me and
hope that it is sooner than | expect. It can never be too soon for me.
Well, Sweetheart | think that | have written about all | ttd@ink of for today so will close and hoping that
tonight will be the last night | have to spend down here. | will write again tomorrow if | have time to let you know
whether | am leaving or not.
All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton.

P. S. | f you donét get any letters for a day or two yol
5:00 P.M. Wed. Eve.
| just got back from Supper and walked by building 512 where everyone has to wait for buses when
shipping out and Sheridan yallat me so | went over and talked to him a while. They were supposed to leave at
4: 00 but the buses havendt come for them yet. Maybe t|
transportation. The reason they cancelled the ordertopCa Pi c ket t was because they coul
send us.

I think I will go to the show tonight as there isnbd
are really noisy in here tonight. They have been playing poker and shootrig tiere almost all day and are still
shooting dice. I can be thankful that | dondt know an

Goodnight, Sweet Dreams, Honey
Your Sweetheart
Clayton.

I I ove you Darldi ngeldrnd gl ybandéts mit i s no secret. I
love me as | believe you do and your letters mean a lot to me. It will seem like a long time before | hear from you
after | leave here.

Butte, Néoraska
Thurs. Morning
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My Darling Clayton

This wil!/ be short this morning because Gus may go
mailed.

| was going to write sometime yesterday and tell you all about the dance but abouethgdt ready to
write | got sick and | mean sick. It was a good thing that school was just about an hour from being out for the day. |

went home and went to bed and didndédt get wup until this

finest yl e. I feel pretty good this morning and by tomorr
|l saw your Mother, Daddy, GI en, Uncle John & Aunt ?

night. Donnie acted like he was mad abous o met hi ng. He di dn o tittlesomei | e at any
Under the circumstances | had a very good ti me. Je

hardly got to talk to him, in fact, he was really busy talking to everybneally have fun with Leo, though and

really get a big kick out of him. Honey, you are goi ng

Leo Fiala and Lawrence Johnson and a bunch of those guys stand around with their arm ardureimew er | 6 m

not dancing, but it is wusually a very shallonhthd i me as it

friendly basis so | dondt <care. I get a big kick out
Leo has found a new name for me now. When | first saw him.Tuesi ght he call ed me AHO

he is making up for what my sister missed out on. | really get a big bang out of him. Going back from dancing, |

said in Bohemian fAGive me a kiss & give me mifhugo and

woul dndt have done some fast talking | would have foun

mucho embarrassed by that time without carrying it any

going to take me and put ro@ on their shoulders so | could see the bride and groom dancing. | begged and begged
and finally they gave in but they did get me picked up and raised off of the floor quite a ways. That brother of mine,
really gives me a bad time and when he gets satheone like Leo Fiala, Lawrence Johnson, or someone like that
(even Fl oyd McNair) | have a fiworsero ti me. Ha'! Ha!
other night and ask them what they thought of his little sister. He wasiiebllyg-d ey ey 0 t he ot her ni gt
me to intermission too and saved my life but almost ruined it at the same time.

There is a Kid from Fairfax that has wanted to go with me since last August but has never struck fortune
yet so of cgoounres ewihteh hmaes.ndtHe is really cute and very ni
any reason. As soon as he saw me the other night, he had to stand right where he could watch me every single dance
and | could just about feel the holes through meieeintermission. When they announced intermission Raymond
& | went over to get my coat and | no more that got half way across the floor when someone tapped my arm and

asked all about me, etc. ete. at her boring 1611 admbBtonelofritbadstokigdol
take Anoodo for an answer so when things got pretty bad |
-so he did telling me that he would be back wermoffa mi nut e

for Mollies Cafe. Then Lawrence Johnson had to interrupt things by making Raymond stop for a drink. Then he

went along with us to the cafe. But when we got to the sidewalk after crossing the street, Raymond picked me up

and carried me on inThat is something that really and truly takes me by surprise and just about embarrasses me to

death. We no more than got in there and here came that kid again and grabbed a chair and sat down by me. That

really got under my skin and Raymond could sée ihy eyes so he hurried the rest of them up so we could go back

to the dance hall. After we got there they started to play the second song of the first dance, so | stood that one out

with him and before he left | promised five of the next dances, whichdilne hi m mad so with the wc

in Butte some night and take you to a show where | can
Anyway, he wondt see me in Butte and | wonynorego with hi
Then after that | really had a good time because he went home.

I talked to your Mother the other night but just fo
bl ame her much. I was mushi ng hajusbgotrback frem théPadifc.uHe 0 cousi |
has been in the Navy 2 1/2 years. Gee! he is really cute and we really think a lot of each other but we are cousins,
so dondt worry. We danced together a |obheand I 6gledbetl
have to explain, the next time | see her. She might g
or doyou?

Wel | Darling, there really isndédt more toessiéell you

is about time for me to sign off.
Here are our fortunes from the Wishing Wells. You are to make a wish and this is to tell you what is to
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come of it. Ours on the same cards are opposites.

Mine Yours

Two Trips Surprise Coin

Love A Cash Year

A Spirit Help A New Pal One

Riches Come You Will Travel Soon

Logical Decision Early Report

A Present To Wear A Big Job

Money Comes For You A Happy Outcome

Excitement Romance Thrives

Health News A Big Victory

Your Vim Returns A Power Blessing

Relief Is Near Things Will Come Your Way

Funds Grow Mailbox Joy

Many Loves A Goal Nears

Odd Cash Profits Cash Forever

Joyous Days Surprise Evenings

Silver Piles Up A Constructive Year

You Need Air & Sunshine Forgive Him

Replace Old With New Love Happy News

Continue To Study Good Days

Glory For You Fun By Malil

A Sweet New Joy Ambition Furthered

That Old Love, Still Loves You Love Ambition

Perfect News Great Respect

Work Is Needed A Love Period

A Home Change A Love Worry Lightens

Brilliant Luck A Lucky Term

I't is just a bunch of foolishness but | donét care,
blond with black hair that liveedown in the basement up stairs on the vacant lot.

Wel | Honey, I guess | 0611 have to quit before you g

along.
Sweetheart, | love you,
All my love
Your Sweetheart
Elaine
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Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Re enlistment Section

W.D.P.C. S.C.U. 1773

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
January 10, 1946

My Darling Elaine,

Honey, I &dm not iin a very (¢tgodangywaytdlettyou knewthablami ng but
finally leaving here but am not very anxious about going to Camp Pickett. They have a notice on the bulletin board
that the shippment that was cancelled yesterday is to leave today at 1:30.

I heard last night thahere is a shipment going to Fort Riley today and also one to Camp Crowder,
Missouri. | wish that | was going to Fort Riley. Maybe | would be able to see one of your other boyfriends there.

We should get out there some time Saturday but supposiélievBaturday night before | get to write but
if you just send your letters to A.G.F. R.D. #1 Camp Pickett, it will be forwarded to my company as they will have
a record of what company | am in. | suppose it will be a long time before | hear fromajowagt least it will
seem that way to me.

| have been thinking it over and maybe | will ask to be stationed out there and then maybe | would be able
to get out on an Agricultural discharge this Spring.

| have been wearing my combat boots the lastgd e of days and that isnét so
mine. | was about heeled up but | wore the scab off yesterday and now it is really sore. | might even go to a doctor
with it after | get out there and really see what is wrong with it.ilf¢ very bad, maybe | wonot
and maybe even get a medi cal di scharge. I 6m afraid th:
that | made a mistake be enlisting ollowsaresoiryghatshey | t hi nk
enlisted.

Wel |l , Honey, I d&m running out of something to write

it for a few days without any letter from me. Your letters mean very much to me and hope that mine ez at |
little to you.

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton

P.S. Please excuse the scribbling as I 6m sitting on thi

| love you Honey.

Honey, the things that | reallyiss most of all are your tender kisses, sweet smile, and all of your love. | wish that |
were home so that | could enjoy these things again like | did for twenty eight days and nights.
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Butte, Nebraska
January 11, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

I received another swell letter from my fAguy, o0 this
letters are about all that keep me alive. The guy behind them is what does the most for me. How can you find time
enough to write suclong letters? | should think that you would have a hard time doing that, especially finding
enough to write to me; now if | were jean, that would be different. Ahem! Ahem! Ahem! (I have a cold.)

No fooling! I real | yt odoo bhaadv eb tat choyl dmor nAisngy eltd m ta firs
start staying home after tonight, though so it should get better soon. If you were here | would get rid of it in a hurry
- how?- | would just plainly give it to you, Honey. Would that be O.KP, Oforgot. | would be here (empty
space) and (empty space) yaobuo uwodu lbde | biee vieh emee,. DaDolnidntg ?y o 1
tonight, | wondét go and besides, Honey, ydowmwrintieett er s ol
dumps when you tell about being shipped out, etc. S 0 m¢
take the same effect on you.

| talked to Lorraine a few minutes last night and she was telling me about Jim shippii@heueally
hates it but there isn6t much that she3 can do about i

Helen told me already at Christmas time that Sheridan wanted to get engaged but she said that she wanted
to wait until he came home the nexhé and finally she promised him she would if he would give her until the next
time she saw him. |l 61l wager that she didndét know t hat
said what she did. He must be a pretty slick chick from whaar diehim, not bad | mean a good schemer. So they
must have come to some decision. Helen and | are really just like sisters. When we get-tbmskieart if your

listening-6t woul d be too bad for your eahersiow. | candét wait wun

Honey, that isnét the first time | have heard that
time | heard of anyone saying that they actually saw m
weevengd oget her but there sure are a |l ot of them that sa\)
that isndét what it is for; so they can quit pestering |
you told a certain person irp8ncer that | had one and she keeps wanting to see it. The folks are beginning to
believe her but | candédt persuade them that |1 6m innocent
different.

Say, Darling, are you sure you drank that totffcf ee t hat ni ght because of a so

that . I't was other reasons than sore throat. You cani
of that.

You asked who Donavon Angelcenarrli edan6tShtehiimsk Mofs . h d
but 1611l find out and put it in, too. You will probabl
dondt you get the Advocate? 't just hatmedunmgdhichhat you

they refrain from dancing, not entirely but they-duractically. Gee, Honey, you really make me feel good when
you say | am a wonderful dancer. | only wish that | could dance, | would really be happy but I really enjoy hopping

arounds o maybe as time goes by 10611 |l earn how to dance. #f°
Last Sunday wasnét too bad. I would have enjoyed a

sorrel that could turn on a dime and as quick as a widlaaite, good looking fellow to accompany me (a guy with

dar, wavy, hair & nice |l ooking.) As for a car ride, I

that | would rather have a ride in a (?) than a Ford. You can supplgttevwerd where you find the question

mar k. I know you wondét find it difficult.
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No, Honey, I dondét think that that trick was too cr
He is perhaps about ready tmedusdeeveneytbhitngdg édimsr®aldy t1]
is very good natured and very humorous, hedl |l take it
I 61l write one |ike that to you andotsme? |wdnttojknowsoglet pee:
guess |61l try it. To be honest with you, I dondét thi.
Sweetheart, Warren and | wileverget personal. Oh! And | meant to tell you that | did start rolling froen th
beginning so that he had to unroll it before he could read it. My sister and Hrether put me up to that part.
They told me to and as | #fAalwayso obey my elders, | di
Wel | Darl ing, | 6 Imeally Eeel artery but itisesd cold antd windy alitathat. | just
shudder when | gl ance out the window.-l 6Maybel lywbappygt
is not my weddingdancel 6d st ay home, | b addiifé ever do-1 &Nrmo , g avihregn tl o ghea v anc

weather ordered and everything done up to snuff about six months before hand. | want the sun shining, and the heat
waves going about 95 degrees above zero, the roses in bloom so | can have plenty of rosevaditals, etc.,

etc., etc. Sounds interesting, doesndt it? Ha'! Ha'!
about it for always.

We | | Sweet heart, I guess | 611 h a-koese tleane®ritognarrow f f s o |
- no | mean Monday but after art there is always more to clean so,

So long, for this time.
All my love,
Your Sweetheart
Elaine
| love you, Sweetheart
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My Darling Elaine,

151
Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 3770038
Co. D, 12th Bn., 3rd Regbft
A.G.F.R.D.#1

Camp Pickett, Virginia
January 12, 1946

Here | am back in old Camp Pickett again and finally got settled down and feel fairly good now that | have

takenashower shaved and put
Wednesday morning so | really needed one.

on

some clean c¢cl ot hes. It

We were supposed to leave Fort Leavenworth at 1:30 but they called us all out and after we got lined up
they bld us to leave our baggage set there and be back and ready to leave again at 4:30 but it was 5:30 before we got
on the bus. They took us to Leavenworth by bus and then we went by train. We got into St. Louis at 7:30 and had

to change trains there andcethwere there for four hours.

wa s

We came a different route than we did the other time | came out here. We came through Indianapolis, Ind.,
Dayton, Ohio, and Columbus, Ohio. It was daylight when we came through the Alligator mountains this time so got

to see them.

We got here at 12:30 and then had dinner, took a physical examination and listened to a couple of lectures
and finally came over to our company. We were assigned to our barracks and then had to get our bedding and fix

our beds.

| had plannean going to the show tonight but thought | would write a couple of letters and go to the show
tomorrow night. We have only one formation tomorrow and that is roll call at 8:30 and then | plan on looking up

Knight as | got a letter from him the day | leftu t
we may go overseas together.

donodt

know where Kimball i s

They assured us today that almost all of us would go overseas and that they will definately have to
discharge us when our year is up. A fellow in the suppdyn saw my shoulder patch and asked if | had been
stationed here and | told him that | worked in the Third Regimental Headquarters. He said that if | went up to see
the Regimental Commander that | might get my old job back but | told him that | welsat gip overseas than take

that job unless they assign me here.

They told us that we would probably be shipped out of here the last part of next week but it is hard telling.

I f we do go overseas it

wonot

be over there for more than 9 or 10 months as a month will be gone before we get over there and then will have to

leave there a month before our year is up.

Well, Darling, | will close for tonight as | want to write the folks yet and then unpack some of my

clothes.

| love you Honey.

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton

but

sednm ssceehmmd oasgoe wereyttthyi nf
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Co. D. , 12th Bn., 3rd Regbdt.

AG.F. R.D.#1

Camp Pickett, Virginia
Butte, Nebraska
January 13, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

I am sitting here with Babe on my |lap so if this is
you can imagine but he is so sweet, I dondét mind so mu

Evelyn and Floyd wenbtthe show tonight, and so they left Darold with me, as they did yesterday.
Honey, I could have had a date tonight, too but | d

They knew better than to come in the first place but they made a tryl aalked and argued with Dean for exactly
35 minutes out here on the porch while Swede came in the house and talked to Mom. She really got a big bang out

of hi m. It tickles me but I 61 1 admit telwdears he does havi
Resolutions are thus: no drinks, no women, and to weal
can fulfill the fino womeno part anymore than | could wi

any one arounblere | still have a Sweetheart someplaatleast | believe | do and anyway, | love someone in this
wide world, and truthfully believe that he also loves me.

| started to write this about 8:10 and it is just 10:00 now. Maybe if | keep at it | witl fgashed
eventually. Babe is in bed again but | doubt very much if he is going to stay there. One can never tell what these
men are going to do next. Ha! Ha!

I 6m sorry | didnét get to write | aghtDaroldagdhMothdrut | di
and the rest didnét get home until seven and then by t|
| hope you will forgive me and | am sure you will.

Nothing would make me as happy as | would be if you gotchdige, or anything, just so you could be
here. Gee! How happy | would be.

Sweet heart, pl ease donét say that you made a mistak
fault of all of it, and | know | am the cause for most of it.

lheartt oni ght & today that Donnie & Evelyn Peppel ar e
still say that she i sonddyouthihkdiffareptiyz2 Donni e woul d 1 i ke

Well, Sweetheart, I 61l try te Ybetoebtda&egsteapl g
even try it.

Goodnight, Sweetheart,
All my love to you,
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine
| love you Honey.
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Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018

Co. D., 12th Bn., 3rd Regot
AG.F. RD.#1

Camp Pickett, Virginia

January 13, 1946

My Darling Elaine:

Here it is, another Sunday afternoon and a perfect
it as perfect until | write to you and untile day is over.

| came up here to see Knight this morning about 9:30 and we have been together ever since. We had
planned on going to a show at the theater this afterno
hall and saw a free awie. They have a free one there every Sunday afternoon and a different one at night. It was a

good show this afternoon but it was on a small screen
for nothing. We are going to the showandseii Spel | boundoé tonight i f we get in
I dondt know how to find Jim so | am going to write

dondt know his company or anything but othélettersHoddv e a r e c
reach him pretty soon if he doesndt ship out soon.

Knight has been here for a week now and hasndét been
here until yesterday as that gr oheiprecordsand theydaddo be¢ dJer®w s a me
here. We brought our own records so they got here the same day as Knights. Maybe we will get to go across
together if we do go over if our records are kept together. | am ready to go away from here now as | have
evelything necessary except for my tent and webb equipment but | suppose that | will have to have a clothing
inspection first.

If | can get some more new clothes, | am going to and then turn in my dirty ones, especially one set of
O.D.s, as | wore them alf the time | was in Fort Leavenworth and on the train coming out here so they are really
dirty.

Honey, my pen went empty again and | am over here with Knight and this is the only color of ink he had so
| had to switch colors.

| was rereading the lett®ethat | got from you while | was in Fort Leavenworth and took special interest in
one where you said that if | went overseas | would probably forget all about you. Honey, how could | or anyone
ever forget you. I 6 m s ulrtried. 1ldvea you with ail of my tebart@and will meder wo n 6t e
forget you.

Knight and | were just talking this morning about how this Army is wrecking a person. It is really making
me | azy and another year i sndét ¢laywregandioa fadstevaygusthagiigt er s a |
around doing nothing and waiting to be shipped out. S
have to smoke once in a while to settle my nerves but | will admit that | do smoke a lot.

Well, Honey, | will close for today and write again tomorrow.

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
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Clayton
| love you Honey.

Butte, Nebraska
January 14, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

Another day gone by but still no lettfrom my Sweetheart but | well realize the why of the whole thing . |
only wish that | could really and truly know where you are and just exactly what you are doing etc. In plain English,
| wish that you were here. Maybe not right here, but | do thiahwe were together, someplace, just we two and no
more. Would that be just like a dream? And Oh! how | would love it!! (Second Heaven.)

Honey, my fortune for this week is AGlIorious Planso
going tohappen, do you suppose it could?

| received two letters today, one from a girlfriend and one from Mary Necci. Honey, since January 2nd, |
received seventeen letters and | have written twenty. If | receive seventeen out of every twenty | write¢ |aureyt
scold, can 1? But now since Warren is off the list that cuts my list down one more.

Did I tell you that? Well, | saw Warren on Friday evening after school and then in Spencer, that night. He
wanted a dance with me so | said O.K. Now whenrteéme for the dance, he danced with another girl and |
danced with another guy. Then he came around for the next one and | had it and it made him mad so he just said
AfGoodbyed and stal ked out of the Ha leted!!dutdwagirméeceniso t he ¢
I didnét care so much only | dondt want any enemies, t
me and | truthfully mean it.

i
I

I have been having fistoved tr oub llearsthexzhinanéymout. Fl oyd h
Santa didnét do such a pretty good job of cleaning it.
hired Floyd to do it. So tomorrow is the day.

Well, Darling it seems like ages since | saw you and like days arélsasince | received a letter so as soon
as | Airedoo both 10611 be more happy.

o

It is my bed time so | 1 sign off hoping that tomo
All my love,
Your Sweetheart
| love, Darling Elaine
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Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018

Co. D., 12th Bn., 3rd Reg0t.
AG.F. RD.#1

Camp Pickett, Virginia

January 14, 1946

My Dearest Elaine,

Good morning Sweetheart. This may seem like a funny time to be writingraakeites 7:30 but Honey |
am always thinking of you and thought | would let you know that | love you more than anything or anyone else in
the world.

We got up at 5:45 this morning and had rolwe call at
have to do today but think that we will start processing. | suppose we will have a clothing inspection first. | heard
that we were going to get paid today al so. I hope that
could use some meny . I &m not quite broke but i f we dondt get s
the time we leave.

It is really cold here today. I had to stop and pu
what is wrong withtheheatn g system this morning as it is wusually fa

the thermometer but it is a damp cold and a person really does feel it as the wind goes right through a persons
clothes.
There is a young fellow up here who enlikfer a year in the paratroops and has been in for some time.
They found out that he is only 16 so are going to give him a discharge. He said that as soon as he is 17 he will enlist
with his fathers (old mands) concent.
Almost all of those who came froRort Leavenworth with me were moved over to a different company
except four or five of us. | suppose that | would have moved also if | would have been around here but | was over to
see Knight all day.
They just came up and told us that we are goin@te la clothing inspection now so | will have to quit for
a while.
It is now 10:30 and we just finished having our inspection so will try to finish this. | had about all of the
things that | needed except some socks. | have to get 5 pair of sockspfagfmies, and a wool undershirt. | got
three new sets of suntans while | was at Fort Leavenworth but had to turn them in. | should have kept them and tried
to send them home. | would like to have some of them in civilian life as they would makeggkeid uniforms.
Or donét you think | wildl be a trucker after | get out
Knight was telling me that they have been doing a little training in riot duty and a little rifle practice last
week but other than that thegoutdavendét done much of any!
Most of the other fellows in this barracks are from the East here and really seem strange to me. They have
a different accent and boy they really think that they are some big shots, remind me of Sheridan Wells very much.
After the lightsareouwt ni ght they just | ay there and tell dirty s
dondt believe in telling them |Iike they do. I'f they wi
language. That is what | hate to seastrof all. These young guys (almost kids yet) are really going to be spoiled
when they get out.
After a fellow is among a bunch like that about so long the first thing he knows he is talking just as bad as
the others. I 61 | \semlnihes whilehl avas hdme loutnied th tontnol yt asemudh asgpessible.
They said that we would start going through the D.P. for our new clothes about 1:00 this afternoon and
about 10 would go at a time.
Well, Sweetheart, | rite aaw&d | witl doserfdt thiotime and please cemaember o w
that I love you.
All my love and kisses
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Your Sweetheart
Clayton.
| love you Honey with all of my heart

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co.D., 12thBn.,, 3t Rego6t .
AG.F. RD. #1
Camp Pickett, Virginia
January 15, 1946

My Darling Elaine,

What ya doing, Honey? I hope you are keeping busy
into any trouble today as | was working owe the ration supply office all day. It was rather tiresome and a little bit
hard after | havendédt done much for some ti me. Three of
halls. It just reminded me of what | did whenever | was waykor Gallentine.

Knight and | went to the show | ast night and saw An

and very good. | could go to a different one tonight but | think maybe Kimball will come over and besides | am too
tired to go anplace. | am going to wirte a couple letters and then shave and go to bed.
We went over and got our tents, mess equipment, and packs this morning so are about ready for shipment

anytime the orders come. | di dyrsdwill prgpbeally have to Hoadhatc e t o mar |
tomorrow. The rest of the company did it this morning and then went to a show about Germany this afternoon. One
good thing about having that job today is that | wonot

It was sprinkling dittle bit this morning when we got up and later turned to hail. It warmed up a little at
noon and looked like a few flakes of snow falling also but has been raining all day. It is really muddy around here
now and it probably wohhbhtsdry appfettgomettbsmasan now.
out here as it is too damp and a person really feels the cold.

The fellows upstaris here must really feel good tonight as they are running around like crazy and kicking a
bunchofpape ar ound | i ke a football. Maybe a day or so on K
but | never could stand to be around a bunch like that. They seem to think they are just a little better than the rest.

That is the way all of these Bamers act.

There is one fellow in here who looks like a Dago to me and he goes around here with his pant legs rolled
up a couple of times and thinks he is hot stuff. He wears civilian shoes all of the time and they really look sloppy
now as they got weand are all muddy.

| just remembered something rather funny in the show Sunday night. A lady was waiting for her husband
in a Hotel lobby and a detective asked her if she was looking for someone. He asked her if she was a secretary or a
school teacherHe said that she looked like a teacher as she looked like she had just lost something.

There is a dance at the Service Club tonight but I know definately that | am not going as it is about two
miles over there and who wants to walk that far to a daAdsunch of U.S.O. girls from Richmond are to be there
and usually there are about twenty men to every girl and besides | never did like a camp dance. | think | will just
save my dancing for you so that | can really enjoy it. It may be a long timetyekiow | am willing to wait.

Honey, just eight months ago | was inducted into the Army. In a way it seems like a long time and in a
way it doesndt . I only wish that eight months of this

Well | Darling, there isnét much more to write or at
that | can think of is you and how | love you.

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
| love you Honey.

P.S. I jst discovered that | am out of cigarettes so will have to go to the P.X. and get some. Of course | could fill
my pipe but maybe you wouldndt | i ke that so very good.
Sweet Dreams Sweetheart
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Goodnight Darling, see you in
my dreams

Butte, Nebraska
January 16, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

Oh! What A Beautiful Day?!!! Gee! Honey! Itis simply a beautiful day, real warm and the sun is shining
beautifully. If only you were here to enjoy it with me. Maybe it was a gbing) that it was cold when you came
home or | never would have made it into the house after we came-honeen 6t t hat true enough?

Well, Darling, | thought that | would sure get a letter from you today but | guess | was a little too sure of
thatanddin 6t get one. I am positive that | wil!/ get one t

Yesterday, Floyd came over and cleaned my stove pipes and stove and chimney, again. They were just as
bad as they were before, at Christmas time. They figure that the coal did g@trebme more coal yesterday so
| 6m hoping | wonot-solseowa leasth ®@h! Yesly dahinmieFeihrea lgpaled |, too.)

AMyo Kids really enjoy it when the weather is |ike
see them that way!

The sale in Butte must not be very | arge. There ha
honking and there are usually quite a few that go by honking.

Wel |, Darling, there just iengdbumack, netweughl sTher
dances in Spencer this week that anyone around seems to know about. Maybe there will be one Friday night but it
will be in the paper, if there is.

I have Daddy in a hot spot now and it really tickles me. Sincgatéhis car he wants to get a piece off of
Zi mmerl eds ol d one. Zi mmerl eds told him before that t|
there so many times that he doesndt wanteetHarvegocthe agai n.
would (Harve is home now, u c.) have an excuse to go. | told him if he wanted to go buy some hybrid seed corn that
I knew where he could get it and | would go along. So everytime he starts talking car part, | start talking hybrid seed
corn Ha! Hal

Well for this time, Darling, it is so long, Sweetheart,

Good Luck
&

God Bless You,
All my love,

| love you, Darling with

all of my heart,

Your Sweetheart,
Elaine
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Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018

Co. D. , 12th Bn., 3rd Regbdt.
AG.F. RD. #1

Camp Pickett, Virginia

January 16, 1946

My Dearest Elaine:

| have had a very dull day and | feel that it is going to be the same way tohightold here and is
showing outside now. It started snowing about one and a half hours ago and there is about an inch on the ground
already so if it keeps it up all night | hate to think what it will be like in the morning.

| marked my webb equippmnt t his morning and then we had to get
done anything else all day. | started playing rummy with two other fellows about 10:00 and quit at 3:00 but took
time out for dinner which took about thirty minutes.

| just darted to go down and looked over and see Knight and Kimball coming up to the door so we stood
there and talked for a while and just as he was leaving we stepped outside and saw three fellows who were in the
same company that we were down in Texas. Theyrathe next company and just down the street from us.

| told Jim that | had tried to go over and see him and then went up to see Knight. We had planned on going
to a show but had seen the ones now orhgoimgitomgrrow mghtt he t he
if we can. It will be a different one tomorrow. We saw most of these shows while we were in Fort Leavenworth.

There is a fellow downstairs who has a clarinet and
songsbutwhate does know are good even i f they are a coupl e
to hear very many new songs. There are a |l ot of ol d s

They told us this morning that if anyone wanted a pass foaftéenoon and tonight to sign for it. We
could only get a pass to Tombstone (Blackstone). I d o
college there.

Our Sargent told us this morning that most of us one year men would be sseasvaetty soon to
replace those who are over there. They arendét in any |
states yet for another three months.

Well, Honey, | have a splitting headache so | will close for this time andavid all of my love your way
and just to you.

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
| love you Darling
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Butte, Nebraska
January 16, 1946
My Darling Clayton,
| wrote one letter to my Sweetheastd ay but | just couldnét resist writ
much | love you.
I't is such a beautiful night here that it really ma

beautiful evening, alone. Now if you were here, Darliwhat more could | ask for? The moon is beautiful and
bright and it is quite warm for a winter night in this neck of the woods. Such a beautiful night to have go by without

my absorbing any of ités beauty fdaboneasthaty Thattisiweenmys our c e

mind starts wandering off someplace, to where | do not know but Darling, it is with you wherever you are and so is

my love, for | love you, honey, | love you.

We received a letter from Richard today. He is still in &d, California but is in Co. C. 801st. Bn. now.

That is the only change. It used to be Co. B. instead of Co. C.

The rest of the families have retired unt

Honey, | have made my themesorfyl t has been a |l ong, | ong
kissed me since you kissed me last November and furthermore, the§fare goi ng t o i f
sailor cousin kissed me when he was home but
besi des | didndét kiss him.

Wel | Darling, I just sat dountilhéaofrom the otherw
conversationalist. O.K?

Good night, Good Luck, & God Bless You,
| love you, Sweetheart,
All my love,
Elaine

t
I

mi

l

tomorro
while. Maybe you can tell by thietter that | am lonesome for yeu- - andmaybey o u d o ndddo yaua r e

i me,

O r ¢
can pos:¢
il

nutes
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Butte, Nebraska
January 17, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

I knew | would, | just knew it. | received three letters this morning and as | said yesterday | was positive
that today would be the day. | received them all from you, Honey, one written the 12th, 13th, & 14th. Two of them

were sent the 14th, thougho | donét suppose that | will get any tomo
me, Darling!

I guess it is a good thing you werenébét here three d
i kel I'? Ha'! Ha'! O hdund mg-anuch p or evdld pouy ahend!lu | dndt be ar

Honey, | am so happy to hear that you will definitely get out in a year but gee! | sure hate to think that you
will be going overseas. Most likely if you got into an office, you would stay there. Genergllikgkp their office

boys in an office and dondét take them out. They wil|l (
you can just wait until your turn comes to be shipped |
thatwor ri es me, Sweetheart, otherwise your going across Vv
mont hs and el even more days and youobl |l be out of the c¢:

| am sure happy for you that you have found Junior. It fneigt to occupy your thoughts and timso

you dondt think of home so much. I't would really be s
did you say that he was in Texas with you? It seems like you said that once and | was jushgiohtemust
really be a swell guy, honey, if you are together, and

flock together. o

Honey, what do you mean by getting lazy. You know better than to do that. Your Daddy told you that
night that |1 was there that he was just going to take it easy until you get home and then together you would really do
things. Am | not encouraging, honey? Hal!

Now you asked me about the suntan uniforms. Maybe they would make good truckers uniforms$, t wo

say they wonét, but | donédét believe that you wil!/l need
so you can make from it what you want to but please dol
fromyou again. Thisisht Leap Year so dondt get scared. Ha'! Ha'!

Gee! But | am really and truly tired today. | guess | was up quite a bit last night. It takes more effect on
me when | am aroused from sleep so much rather than when | stay gp tnded real lateor early in the
morning.

Just one more day this week and that will be the end of another week and then just one more week to this
month and only four more months of school which will end another term of school for me, as t{@achéren
only one more to go! Bravo!! Il But | hope Raymondds
praying that they will se maybe- maybe if | keep praying everything will come out alright for me.
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Well, Darling Deatr, it is almst time to dismiss school so | will sign off for this time.
Remember Darling, | love you dearly. Good Luck & God Bless You,

All my love to you,
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine
| love you, Darling

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. D. , 12th Bn., 3rd Regbt.
A.G.F. R.D.#1
Camp Pickett, Virginia
January 18, 1946
My Darling Elaine:

Honey, please don6ét be angry at me for not writing
rather lateand | was very tired. | went to maiall after supper and then our captain gave us a talk and then the Malil
Clerk gave us some cards to fill out to be sent to the camp we came from and some to the folks now and some that
they will send when we leave hertt was 8:30 before we were finished and | was so tired that | just decided to go
to bed.

We had classes and practical work in riot duty all morning yesterday and then in the afternoon we had
several classes on Military Courtesy and Discipline and @hfenir mile road march. There was about four inches of
snow here yesterday morning and then it melted a lot in the afternoon. It was really nasty on that road march. When
| took my shoes an socks off | could wring water out of my socks. We had aradbenarch this morning and
then had to clean our rifles.

We had a two hour class on interior guard and a talk about discharges this afternoon. We are just waiting
for them to call us out to stand Retreat now. | will close for now and resume assdazanavhich will probably be
after supper and mailcall. I haven6t gotten any mail |
soon.

| just got back from Mail Call and got a letter from Mom and read it so will continue this letter Slogv
said that they got my letter Wednesday so it takes four days for mail to get there. It took her letter just two days to
get out here but she sent it by airmail.

You should have seen all of the goldbrickers in this company. There were 52 maremttan sick call
this morning in order to keep from taking the road march. They all claimed that they had colds. It seems like
everytime we have a hard schedule for that day there are a lot of men who go on sick call to keep out of it. When
theygotdt he Doctor and there isndt anything wrong with the
it up after supper. I have never been on sick call ye:

| never knew that we would have to take basining again but it looks like that is what we are doing
now. We are supposed to go out an fire our rifles some time next week. The fellows who have been overseas are
really griping about it as Gen. McAurter said that overseas veterans would not kelue @aay training but the
Camp Commander says that everybody will take this training.

They told us that if we wanted a pass for this weekend that we should sign up for it before 6:00 tonight. |
signed up for one but dootbAlot & menwantd go hdme this weekend but t a ke i |
havendt money enough but the First Sargent said that h
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Well, Sweetheart, I 611 close for this timeuand hope
|l ast night or dondét you care.

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
| love you Honey

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. D. , 12th Bn., 3rd Regbdt.
A.G.F. R.D.#1
Camp Pickett, Virgira
January 19, 1946
My Dearest Elaine:

| received two letters from my Sweetheart this noon and only God knows how happy | am that | got them.
It has been a long time since | last heard from you or at least it seems that way. | also got oneDan hwas
really down in the dumps this morning and probably woul

To start off this morning they told us to wear O.D©?
put on shoes, fatigues,dn | eggi ngs so we did an pretty soon they tol
About that time everyone was getting pretty peeved and
and leggings and stayed that way until they taldautake our leggings off and be in a Class A Uniform.

We had a rifle inspection in the barracks then and an inspection of the barracks and then a personal
inspection to see if we needed shaves, haircuts, or our uniforms cleaned. Everyone hasibgeguipit around
here as it is worse than in basic training.

We can go on pass this weekend if we want to but |
havendt money enough to go there. nythingnado arguod herebuB |l ac k st
wonodét have anything to do in town either. About the o

camp.

I went down to see Jim and then we went over to see Knight for a little while. We decided to go to the
show tonight so we all are writing our letters this afternoon and will sleep tonight (I hope.)

Honey, | always told you that | knew that | could t
with someone else and now your letter provesitnléa bl ame t hose fell ows for want.

I must have been blind that | never thought about going with you before | did but | am really happy that |
finally came to my senses when | did that night back there in October. If you will remeieibeigtit, Sheridan
Wells and | were standing against the wall by the fountain and I told him that | was going to ask you for a date for
intermission and he bet me a quart of beer that | coul
donét mind. Il 61l just wait wuntil I 6m a civilian again
throwing a big party and get plastered. Do you mind? If you protest hard enough | could very easily miss it and
would just to be with yoagain.

I 61 1 never know whether | made a mistake by enlisti
any part and if | did make a mistake it was worth it just to be with you when | was. | only wish that | were home or
even with you.
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Itis a beautiful day here in Virginia and that is what really makes me want to be home again. It is so nice
and warm and the sun is really melting the snow.

You wrote about Donnie and Evelyn getting pretty thick. | was afraid for that and truthfullgltdont h i n k
she is the type of girl for him but she may have changed a lot. Donnie is just at the age where he likes to do a lot of
tearing around and does a little drinking. When | was that age | never thought dancing, drinking, or smoking. |
never starté dancing until | was 17.

Honey, in a way | should be angry at you and in a w
arenét getting along so pretty good but then | wild.l ne:
he shalld have done was appolizized to you and tried to straighten it out. That is the way | do it. | feel that |
should. Some times | ask a girl for a dance and then dance with someone else just to make them angry. Has Warren
gotten a discharge yet?

Thereare three men from this company who are on orders so maybe some more of us will be pretty soon.
A First Sargent in this barracks signed up for three years and is going to Fort Riley. | wish that | would be lucky
enough to go there and then | would buy ancar (V8) and get home once in a while. Knight is on alerted orders
now which means that he may leave next week sometime.

Darling, | have a confession to make. I had a beer
oneformeinthePX. this afternoon and I didndédt want to refuse
this camp as it really tasted rotten. Pl ease dondét be

but once in a while a person rigadraves it. | read in the Readers Digest that one drink is too much and a thousand
i sndébt enough.

They just hollered first call for supper so | wildl
All my love and kisses,
Your Sveetheart
Clayton
| love you Honey.

P.S. Eleven more months and ten more days and | should be a civilian again.
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Butte, Nebraska
January 19, 1946
My Darling Clayton,
| received your swell letter afanuary 15th, today and Honey, was that a letter, or was that a letter!
Darling, all of your | etters mean so much to me that i
Honey, | knew you wouldndét trust me for very Il ong.
of mischief. You are a good one, you are, you are. But oh how | love you !!
Ah ha! So you got tiredand you were trucking, too. Say, hun, did you say you liked to truck? | just
wondered. Ha! Hal!
Honey, Il 6m a chi cken aaaboulgoihgmaoss itiredlly imakds maviilue.nl loyeo u  wr |
you, Sweet heart and | guess | 6m just jealous because |
I had a little interruption here. Mother was teasing me about what was in my letter from you. She dared
me to read it to hreso | did but | read only parts, about the weather, etc. She said it was rather boring. | agreed it
was- the parts she heard.
There is a good show in technicolor in Butte, tonight and | would have enjoyed going but Daddy hurt his
back againand Foywonét go so | was out of [ uck. I never said ¢
cause any disagreements, and besides, | want to go Thursday night to the dance in Spencer, so perhaps it was the
better thing to stay home.
Darling, it would be woderful if you could be home for the dance Thursday night but if you were here, |
would just as soon take you off into the deep dark forest so | could have you all to myself. But of course, | suppose

you would object, wouldndt you?
Say, Sweetthgaurstt, |Ili klkonMhat you sl ammed at me about |
Il &m not Honey. I was just joking. I wouldnét be much
a joke. We | earn to t aeklel ihnaér dyeoru .k nocks than jokes, I 61
Just today, I heard something | didnét | i ke to hear
and take some reports to her. As soon as | was finished | was making a hurried gettaway when she told me to sit
down and visit forawh | e . You can call it visit if you want to bu

Wagner from the State Department at Lincoln thought about me as a teacher and my teaching; how | went about
doing things, etc., and that she was wondeffihgared if she brought the Normal trainers out to see me. Gosh,
honey, that just about floored me as each year they choose eight of the best teachers of the County and take the
Normal trainers just to those schools. To think that | was chosen as theeeight pleased me but | would rather

get out of having them. I am going to have one Nor mal
get out of a lot of work, that way. Hal
Raymond received a card from Sheridan Wells the atheery . He wanted Richardoés ad

Fort Ord, too. But Richard is a P.F.C., too so maybe !
Just so Richie doesnét take him t o mythasthaytréldndgmeanc e . H
things. I f Floyd hesmaodwomé meanwog!| d dgno Aidmeé 6o wo ) .

So you think youdd be happy i-fwhyaotu dhoa dy ceui--gthhti nmko nltéhds
Super Happy. But, honey, already a monthisaatl | y gone. Ummm. Honey, isndét i
put your John Henry on the papers? They it would be from the day your furloughstarts | dnét it ?
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Well, Goodnight for this time, Honey. Tomorrow is a big déyneral to attend. Gramda Gr ady 6 s .
Good Luck & God Bless You,
| love you Darling,
All my love.
Your Sweetheart
Elaine

These are some jingles one of my sixth grade boys wrote. | think they are really cute.

teachet wemide HJline, o
wondét u b my Valentine?o0

Come and B my Valentine 2 day
And weol | mount a horse and ride away.

If u were in a Valentine tree
And started 2 falt would u fall 4 me?

If u would just be valentine B
Think of thefun 4 u and me.

If | had u 4 my valentine
Il 6d 4 ever and ever calll Uu mine

Old cross eyed Dr. Valentine,

He fAnosed just what 2 do.
He says, Al el l b ur Valentine,
I f i tdés alll right with you.

If I had charge of all the cash

Douknav what | 6d do

| 6d buy a box of
I

?
candy hearts
And send 6em al 2

u.

There was an old lady who lived in a shoe,

She has so many children she didndét finod whe
She gave them a valentine a piece,

And fried them a chicken in plenty ofegase.

Peter Peter Punkin Eater,

Had a wife and coul dnét keep her.
Gave her a Valentine 1 day

And after that she would always stay.

I want u 2 come 2 a party
| am having 2 morrow eve,
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And bring with u a valentine
And address it 2 m

Butte, Nebraska
January 20, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

Hi! Sweetheart!!! How are you Honey; | hope you are well and enjoying the best of health, well &
happiness.

It is about 9:45 now and we just came back from the emvEvelyn, Floyd & | went to Butte. The name

of it was fAiThousand and One Nights. 0 I f it wasnodt

your arm around me.

FIl oyd went after fAour d br ot h e hegtedtestpartrafthe day.n g
Margaret and Deny stopped tonight so he went home with them. Gee! | love that guy.

Honey, our fortunates for this week are: Yours Blessings from hévline: Cash in a flash.

about

| sure wish that | could get it just that gas Umm! Woul dnét | be a happy

Floyd said to give you his love, too.

I know that you woul dn-fatywayd k d omien e/ oiuf aln dd iads
anymore so | guess | can tell you.

We | | , Dllsign off torgght hdpidg that | get a letter or two tomorrow containing great news.

Good night Darling,
| love you Sweetheart more than words
could ever express.

All my love,
Your Sweetheart
Elaine

d eomtg

goo

S

da

iate
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Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. 3., 12th Bn., 3rd Reg. 06t.
A.G.F. R.D. #1
Camp Pickett, Virginia
January 20, 1946
My Darling Elaine:

| just finished a very tiresome day so will write a few linegoe | get ready for bed. | had planned on
spending most of the morning in bed but it didndét turn
for a volunteer to go on K.P. to relieve a fellow but naturally no one would volunteer so bé piekas | was the
first bed on this side of the room. He told me to go down to the orderly room and the Lieutenant would explain
everything to me.

I went over there and he said that one fellow who w
it was fair to have it on two weekends. He said that I
went as | hadndédt planned on doing much today. I start
the men are gone.

They didnét have mail cal l l ast night and the mail C
that | was on K. P. so didndét bring any for me. He sai ¢
it so | should get some tomorrowfeure. | hope | do as | am always looking forward to your letters. They really
mean a | ot to me and when | dondét get any | al ways thi |
things look too bad and | am in a very poor mood I justthi of t he day when | am a civil

to do any of this old stuff. (Just thinking ahead)

It snowed a little again last night but not enough to amount to any. A person could just notice it on the
streets where it had melted beforewds pretty cold all day and about 2:00 it started sprinkling a little and froze
onto everything.

Knight, Kimball, and | went to the show last night and saw Masquerade In Mexico. It was a pretty good
show but seemed a little screwed up to me. Dorothyduaimplayed in it. We stopped at the P.X. before we went
and saw two other fellows who were in the same barracks that Knight and | were in. The enlisted also.

I could go to a free movie tonight if nbw Wwaannt ed to b
going to finish this letter and then mail it and then shave and go to bed. It is fairly quiet in here tonight so | may be
able to go to sleep before lights out.

Santa must have been in too big of a hurry that night to clean the chimneyuwedrylgaybe he was in a
hurry to get down and kiss the teacher or was it because his wife was sitting beside a soldier.

Honey, I candét think of any more to write so wil/l c

All my love to you Darling,
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
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| love you Honey.

Butte, Nebraska
January 21, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

|l 6m really in good humor tonight. The whole durn b
every litte while.

Evelyn and | want fudge and Flyod says no but we are trying to coax Mom and get her in the notion. But |
guess we wonét have fudge, at | east not tonight as it |

My cousin from Bonesteel @ischarged now. He got home Saturday so came down to see us today. We
didnét even knnow that he was in the States so definit
up . Il s he just plain fat! dtheg&btocbrhe doMo to thé danc&Eherdday | 6 m | u ¢
night. | really like him and we get along super. He treats me so nice and | do everything nice for him in order to
make him like me that much more. He used to be nice looking and he has beautiful curhalvslack his is so fat
that his face is just round. | sure do like to tease him about it. His little twin sisters were along too. They are sure
sweet |little things and are just at that cute age when

| received your swell ker of January 16, just today, rather old but yet perfectly new, to me, Honey.
Oh! Honey! In the show last night this guy asked his girl (genius) to change him into some sort of animal
so he could go to see the princess. She said she could easilydot and she di dndt have to b
ask her what & why. She said, Al could easily make a |
Honey, look out. But truthfully, dear, are you worried?
Well, Sweetheart it is almost my bede so perhaps | had better trot along.
Good night, Sweetheart.

Rem- Darl -1 lo --y -- ve -- mu --

All my love, Your Honey,
Elaine

| love you.
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Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. D., 12th Bn., 3rd Regbt.
A.G.F. R.D.#1
Camp Pickett, Virginia
January 21, 1946
My Darling Elaine:
| received two letters from you this noon and Honey | really am thankful to get them and that they came to
me instead oftosoeno ne el s e. I candt figure out why you havenoét
night that | got here. | wrote to my folks the same night and they got my letters.

| went over to see Kimball and Knight tonight, but they had both gone &hthe already so | went over to
the Recreation Hall and saw a free show. I saw Miracl ¢
several years ago so knew what was to happen next.

We had roll call this morning and there were 22 fromthimoany who hadndét gotten ba
weekend pass. I dondt suppose we wil/| be able to get
here that long. They talk like we may be shipped out by the end of the week. | am anxiousttiedetcsen
someplace so that | know what | am going to do from one day to the next. | am tired of being someplace for a few
weeks and then moving again.

We had riot duty all morning and nearly froze as it was awful cold. At noon they called off tke obm
those to get paid. They called out about thirty men and | was one of the lucky ones. It feels pretty good to have a
little folding money again. | got paid for the month of December and ration pay while | was on furlough which
amounted to $66.2\We killed about an hour while we got paid and then had to go out and join the rest of the
company.

Honey, you wrote about your theme song being |Itbés B
l onger , | &dm afraid. #lase an yhose sweeawlipd of yowsuagad. limayowsemp p ut
technique before | get back home but am sure that | intend to make up for lost time when | do. Please remember that
your kisses are for me and | am going to save mine all for you.

Itisaboutt me for | ights out so |6l c¢close for tonight a
talkative tomorrow and can carry on a longer conversation.

All my love and kisses
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Your Sweetheart
Clayton
| love you Darling.

Butte, Nebraska
January 22, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

Well Honey, | decided today that | was going 2 rite 2 u so | am going 2 live up 2 that. | am printing it
instead, as u can c. Ha! Ha!

Gee, Darling! Didlevergethe | etters 2 day! Il received a sum to
0 and 2 of them were fADear EIl aine, and one of

mentioned was the one that really meant the most 2 me.

My pupils are taking examinations 2 day. | will admit that they r plenty tough, though. | am feeling in that
mood 2 day.

There R only 4 in school 2 day. The rest Rill, so am |. | have a heart ache in my big toe. Itisonly 3 0
clockand lamso sleepywo t hat | can hardly keep my | 6s open. Wo u |
me awake? How | wood love it!!ll Bause | am in love with U. Do you mind?

Yesterday | read thebook1 0 years a cowboy. 0 Geeydmedtdawyeuwy, That
still believe what you wrote 2 me in some of your letters? That you have found what U were looking 4 and believe
she is the 1 4 U, or have U changedRUnind already?

| sure hope that you have received some of my letters by this tim@te right away.-- and say, | wish
you were here for other reasons 2. | have been having cold sores lately and no 1 2 blame it on 2. It sure seems
funny 4 me 2 go someplacelike 2 a dance; and come home without another name to add to riyHs! Ha!
Now, Dearest, dondét get angry for | was only teasing Yy

Wel | Darling, | & derhapsvomortroey ansl antil ¢hénit is1e sodoagofar this time.
Remember, Darling, somewhere, someone is waiting for you and shg ldgasd you.

All my love,
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine
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| love you Sweetheart.

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. D. , 12th Bn., 3rd Reg/
AG.F. R.D.#1
Camp Pickett, Virginia
January 22, 1946
My Dearest Elaine,

| received three letters from my Sweetheart tonight and that puts me in a very good mood. | also got four
letters from home and the Spencer Advocate so it took a little time to read it all. | read the letéersvakil
waiting in line to get a haircut and then glanced through the paper afterward.

| went down to see Kimball for a little while tonight and he was in a black jack game so | joined in and won
85 cents in a about a half hour. That is the secondtliatd have gambled while in the Army. | lost 35 cents the
other time so | am 50 cents winner. We went over to the P.X. and had some ice cream and cake and saw Knight
there also. He was going to the show and wanted us to go also but | told him thabitealetters to write. He
said that he may be shipping out tomorrow night or the next day as they had all of their clothing and equipment laid
out for an inspection in the morning. I wago.in the hoj
may catch up with him yet as we are going to keep sending letters and maybe | will be able to locate him.

You wrote about you having a cold. | think you must have sent it to me as | have a terrible one. | had a
notion to go on sick callthismoni ng but di dndét as we usually have some |
to let it go and if it gets worse | will go then and if | get pneumonia | will have to go to the hospital and get a chance
to see the nurses. | probably would be sorhydifl.

We had roll call five times today. They were just checking up and seeing how many were going out with
the company for training. Too many fellows have been slipping off and going to the service club and movies just to
keep from training. Thererere a lot of them today and they are the ones who will have to do K.P. and the dirty
work.

| read in todays New York Times that everyone would have to serve eighteen months in the service so |
guess | didnét make any wentysrordhs i bylthe tingeh det oat but thag will be long wi | | I
enough. No Darling, donét worry about when | get out
year is up so even if | do get an office job | will be out when my year is up.
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We can get a pass from tomorrow noon until 5:00 Thursday morning but | am not going to sign up for one
as | want to wash some clothes. We woul dndt be able t
suppose we will go to a show tomorrowrtighas A Tars and Sparso is showing her.

So Walt Horst is home now also. Tony wrote to me that he (Walt) had enlisted and was on his way home.
I donét know him very well only that He and Jerry were
Jerry, Walt, and Jr. McCright went down to Leavenworth for induction. | went to Omaha for a Navy examination.

Honey, I feel rather tough tonight as my head and n
bed. | have some Mentholatum hared will use some tonight.

Goodnight, Sweet Dreams Sweetheart,
All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
| love you Honey

P.S. Please excuse the poor writing as | have a very poor table. | am using a magazine oriang kaigle.

Butte, Nebraska
January 23, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

I am feeling rather blue tonight even though my wri
| onesome for you and | didolbtdhemdt fhempymattedayangit|
| ove me as much as you did because you have been slippi
made that clear to me before and said you wanted me to Remember that so | am.hl &nowti t i sndt al way
convenient for you to write. Many times thing happen
remember that | wonét get angry at you but that | real |

| went to the sale for about an hour anb# this evening. | really enjoyed it. That was the first one that |
have attended since | was a Senior. | used to go every Wednesday when | was in High. Gee! | really like to go to
sales. They are really interesting.

The weather really acted opday. It snowed so hard and the wind was so strong that we had real blizzards
but each one lasted about an hour and then it would clear up for a while and start in again. It is pretty nice out now
but terribly cold.

Wel | Dar | i ng ortdnighty ugosirgo alitideldispute d white @go trying to prove that | also
have partial ownership to the Bill of Rights (I used FI
were here |1 6d soon snap out of it.

Goodnight, Sweethealt|ove you, | do.
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine
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Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. D. , 12th Bn., 3rd Reg:/
AG.F. R.D.#1
Camp Pickett, Virginia
January 23, 1946
My Darling Elaine:

| just finished eating supper and am waiting for some of my clothes to finish drying so thought | would sit
down and enjoy a little visit with you. Do you mind?

I washed some of my clothes right talfdareea idd métermuwonhd
today. I't is so nice outside that they dondt need mucl
night and this morning that we almost froze.

| was really surprised this morning when they called agroupofwuer t o t he orderl y room
very nice surprise and had me worried for a while. The captain told us that we were listed as awol, it was those who
had missed training yesterday. I tol d Isargent asthewas | di dn
the one who listed me absent.

I cam back and saw the Sargent and he went with me over to see the Captain and straightened everything
out for me. | was assigned to bed 71 and they have me listed as being in 69 so that is where tiidystbpug|
am going to move over to the other bed so that wono6t h:;

There were about 30 who missed roll call yesterday and they are to get company punishment for a week
now. They have to do hard labor after supper and thengetupandtekeK. P. 6 s pl ace wuntil afte
mor ni ng. |l &dm really glad that | got it all straighten

Kimball cam over this afternoon and we went up to the Main Post Office and were going to send a money
orderhomeaswei dnét want to carry so much money around with
making out and cashing money orders that we would have had to wait a couple of hours so went over to the Finance
Office and bought some bonds to have senthdme.d on 6t know why but | never |ike
with me as | am always afraid of losing it or someone stealing it.

9:15 Wednesday Eve.
Knight came up here about 5:30 so | stopped writing and will finish now. He has been on ondfns no

about a week and is leaving sometime tomorrow unless they cancel the shipment. They had a couple of inspections
today and have everything packed. He wanted to go to the show so we stopped by to see Kimball and then we all
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went . We saWedltemsed | fTowas a rather sad show but enj
The trouble with me is that when | go to a show | forget all of my troubles and feel pretty good but after |
get back to the barracks | start thinking about being home so that we couldngessiliti by side and really enjoy a

movi e. I feel rather blue tonight to think that Kni ght
been | will catch up with him someplace. | get shipped out about a week after he does and himleweegnhim
to al most every camp we go. I am al ways anxious to gel
of a hurry. Il 6m still hope that Jim and | can ship tof
suppose | cad find a new buddy if | had to.

I didndt get any mail this noon and missed mail cal
get some mail tomorrow | &m sure. That is about alll [

Well, Darling, lam going to sign off for tonight and go to bed.

Off
No Honey, that isndét the proper way for an ending t

All my love and kisses,
Your Sweetheart
Clayton

| love you Sweetheart
Butte, Nebraska
January 24, 1946
My Darling Clayton,
| received two letters from my Sweetheart, this morning. One of them should have come yesterday but

didnét get here. I't really seemed to |ighegomg'tihy feel i
wish you were here with me.

I called Kathleends Mother this morning and asked i
were and that | could go along so if thecadmaoutfiter st ays
and just flit around the floor. I just hate that thin
have to wear it when you get home. But 10611 have to si

be able to get any new ones, working at home.

Say, honey, when | told the folks | would quit teaching, Floyd blew a fuse and made arrangements right
then to stay until school is out. I  sur eoftdecordérs | i ke hi
around our house and it really makes me plainamd, mad. But when they take Darold, it will be summertime
and maybe | can adopt a little boy. The folks are too old to adopt one but | could. They think it is quite alright but |

amtodeci de that for myself and Idm still just a little wu
went dry) and then | change it. So ATime will have to
Sweetheart, how did you mean it that you should be angry at me because of henWadre a | ? 't wasn
anyoneob6s fault. I't just happened. No, he didndt get
This is the end of another month of school for me.

pl an. o Whe gupesupére? t h at
Wel |l , Honey, | guess 106l have to sign off and aver

| love you, Darling. All my love,
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Your Sweetheart,
Elaine

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. D. , 12th Bn., 3rd Regbt.
AG.F. RD. #1
Camp Pickett, Virginia
January 24, 1946
My Darling Elaine:

Honey, |l &m really happy this noon and 16l write yo
I 611 make this one s horsdthatths lettez will ggt@ruits Way thisvaftennoong o od ne ws

When we got in from training this noon the First Sargent called me and another fellow out and told us that
we were on transfer orders to go to another camp. He told us not to go out trainirfgewébttof the company this
afternoon as he would be around to inspect all of our clothing.

The Sargent told us that we were on a transfer list order and would go to some other camp and not
overseas. They just called chow so will have a little interomssow.

| finished dinner and went over for mail call and got your letter of Jan 19. You wrote about if | could only
be home for the dance tonight. That would make me abol
regret having me thereOr would you?

Honey, | always knew that you were a good teacher and now that Miss Barnes has picked you as one of the
eight best, | 06m possitive that you are. You must have
like that but with aeacher like you they would naturally be that way.

| had an interupption just a few minutes ago as they came up and inspected my clothes and made out a list
of the things | have to get yet, such as suntans, and another pair of fatigues. | asked tihé Sargeew where
we were going. He said that we were to go to Baltimore, Md. He must have meant Fort Meade as that is 16 miles
from there. He said that we probably wouldndét | eave hi

I still candt f i g ereasthatisa Sepanation @antera Irs@ppogeatiismrgofficeljob of
some kind. The Sargent said we were to be cadre there so that is probably what we will do.

They really have stumped here as when my year will be up. When | signed my John Hened faig
one year but Jim had to sign for 13 months. The way we have it figured it was one year from the end of our
furl ough. I wouldnét bet on either one only | hope it
thing for sure is thatwill be home by the end of the year and start next year off as a civilian.

What are you doing Honey, trying to make fun of me as a trucker? The only reason that | was so tired that
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day was because | wasndét usedvteo ywanulcihngvhamyemadr avas Ihto m
will be able to take it again after | get out and get used to it again.
When | was home | would always rather drive a truck

after one year of the Army. Maybe yoarchelp me change my mind.

So Sheridan wrote and asked for our brotherds (Rich
rank as Richard he will still think he is a big shot as he always did. When we were all in Camp Fannin as Privates,
Sherdan thought he was a lot better than the rest of us. Sheridan said that he was going to write to my folks and get
my address as soon as he got stationed someplace and had a permanent address. | suppose | should answer his
l etters but linGommuchliof @hurtyifido.n 6t be

Well, Sweetheart, | will close for today as | have to clean my rifle and turn it in soon and should pack most
of my clothes so that | will be ready for shipment any time they call for us.

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
Remember, Darling, I love you truly.

Butte, Nebraska
save t hi sJanuary25]1946

f ybe u had bet r
a of me O Ha! Ha!

Ma t e
u have a | ot toi
My Darling Clayton,

My kids are playing marbles and thismso on hour so | &m going to spend my

| received another swell letter this morning, Darling. Gee! It is wonderful hearing from you, honey. | so
look forward to your letters.

I have to tell you about the dance in Spencer last night. miestra was swell but they played such
unappropriate music for Spencer, such as Beethovens Sy
were aboutthe onlytwo sefpiopul ar tunes that they played.dtheyhey coul
pl ayed fiGenavieve. o0 It was Cal Meyer s orches-tra from
duper .) My cousin from Bonesteel was down and we had
is nice whenhedesen 6t because he can control his behavior. Now
you, though, honey. My heart al ways aches, more than ¢
afraid that i f you daeevdth aneother gitl. (ammnelelderbd tme) Il would be gust that
sel fish. I | have to tell you a |little of the news al
are engaged? I di dndét k n o vengaged singe Christmals.aAd tcanrsay gsthatshe n d  t h «
has my consent. I dondét want hi m. Ha! Ha!

Veelee Lewis is home to and there is goindé tod be a
can have him too. | iduben 6t want him either. Il 6m part
Dick Mills is home too so Evelyn called it quits with him just because of Donnie. Ummm! Are they ever
thick. It isnét any of my business but you should see
would think itloveifyous aw t hem but yetempthaissi sant ofi amwf unl 00t ioovne.r May b
version of real l ove. I't could be. ATi me wil/l tell . o

It is rumored that Marcy Langan and a Johnson boy are getting married but | arditjlestesry about
that . Mary said they were getting married but Floyd d
last night. Perhaps she will be with Lawrence next time and then start the rounds again. Ha! Am | not terrible?

Honeyl wi sh you were here maybe | wouldnét be so mean.

(@}
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woul dnét you be around. I really enjoyed k-ib@cdntsng FIl oy
bet and | had t betmygpartaokthe bet right 50 | gaee hithibatkhis tmoney and told him about it
-- then he wanted to give me the money for being so smart. More fun! | just bet him that he was going to get
married-not hi ng more, and he bteol d hlait mhehabul ddibdndbusewha
caught on. | really get a big bang out of those guys. | really envy each one having a twin. How | have all my life
wanted a twin but all in vain.

My cousin, Veronica Reiser and Waunetta Philbin vier wreck last Sunday night. They were with
Harve Zi mmerle and Rob Stahlecker happened to be along
were to leave for Fort Leavenworth Sunday night so Harve wanted Veronica to go to see him affissii¢h
reason she was there and Waunetta was with Veronica so that was the reason for her being along. They were in
Butte, Sunday afternoon and about 7:30 P.M. they | eft
When they got out thereeh boys were going in to get Robbdés clothes b
on i n. The girls told them that they were going to ta
thought these girls wieme |jTlse hoks nWemsto upesygt aviemgsg aamd
down-- and-- where was the caritwas gone-t he gi r | -0 sigeaf any lighisray place so they took
off in another car and went every where that they thought they could hasgusb for a joke. It was getting later
and | ater and the boys didnét dare miss the bus (
Butte. When they got by Walter Fuhr er 06s alpVveabuteng t
girls so they drove on toward Butte and found the
gashes in her leg when she kicked the windshield out so they could get out and Waunetta has a pretty bad ankle.
She was at thdance last night of course but believe me she really was suffering. Seems to me that they were pretty
brave to uncover so soon after doing something | ike th:
Both of the girls were justpdat er ed when it happened. Darling, arendt
that--or woul dnét you car e 7ealyWhTah atwoiud do rye ur elaos amm wiley, | d ¢
and never will.

Jerry Fiala was with Margaret AnreR ¢ a | (that isnét the way to spell i
who | mean). again last night. They seem to be together quite abit.-@nm i nt er esti ng t wosome.

Gee! Honey! | ¢ dogysughink [&vbuld pgss? il sure widh like torgetm little
folding pay for once. | have a check for $67.50 coming tonight but when | get through, I will have the total sum of
$8.40 with which I have to buy all of my beermw and c¢
dress in my dr eams. Ha'! Ha! And | have to get ne
guite a bit. l &dm trying to get away from wearing t
yearsnow and I stillan 6t get wused to them. Whenever | take th
keep seeing the edge of the gl ass. They really bot
although now | not dmabenewitlatimeyexcepton af Danoldf Heris qgjte d giuyi andgso t h
sweet.

Raymond was so swell l ast night. He I-bhkrmdldjustne e xcep
back across the dance fl oor. But | |l ove him so that |
My dear, | know that you must mean what you say in your letters. | have faith in you and trust you, as you
perhaps already know so you can easily trick me but Ho

thing.

speci
hey f
gi rl

Gee! Honey! | got kissed lasight though but no on the lips. Kitty and | were dancing the first dance
and right North of the stage we saw Leo Fiala so we dal
cal | s me wdil Recsadtystop, he had something tortedlso we did and | put my ear over his way and
just that quick he kissed mend- about that much later | was gone. | sure got a big kick out of it later but not right
at the time.

Honey, I 61l admit that | aan faar iand eevfdriydneéukndwane
dondt mean anything by it. I am | iable to say anythin
say; so | wouldndét Il et it bother me if Infovwurslfspou but
Il 61l drop it there, honey. -sollosg, Hoheg tRen@mierl lovelydu, Daring,t i me t

and | mean it.
Your Sweetheart,
All my love,
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Elaine

Honey, you will have to excuse allofthei st akes because the noise is quite fic
-E v e rVYal Bubs- Et. You know . Am | excusable?

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. D., 12th Bn., 3rd Regbt.
A.G.F. R.D.#1
Camp Pickett, Virginia
January 25, 1946
My Dearest Elaine:
| received two of your swell letters this noon and was really happy to get them as they are probably the last
ones | will get from you while | am here as we are to leave at 6:4f%imorning.
The Sargent just told me to be ready by that time so | turned in my rifle, bayonet, and tent. The only things
I have to turn in yet is my bed clothing (sheets & blankets). | got the rest of my clothes this morning and marked
them and have evything packed as they may call for our duffle bags this afternoon and ship them up there for us.
We have to put our personel things and shaving equipment in our cargo pack and carry that with us.
| found out that | am going to an Army Intelligence Saha or near Baltimore. It will be something like
the F.B.I. but | think it will be an office job. A Lieutenant told us yesterday that it was really a good deal but
woul dnoét tell us much about it. A teadthepwould be tldseotavs u
home and think it is a pretty good deal. I dondét Kk
anxious to find out what kind of a deal it is.
| have been trying to get ahold of a battle jacket to send home lmutenwants to give them up. | could
buy a couple but dondédt want to pay very much for one.
one from a fellow who sleeps next to me. He sold it for $5.00 but it was too large. | could have ddel shmaller
but never thought about it at the time.
Tell Floyd that | will accept his love and am going to write him a letter and send him something which he
mi ght be able to use in connection witigickedbpan st ocki ng
Leavenworth one day and | asked him for it so that I
some women but don6t tell him about it. Honey, | won
you write whether to or not.
I have to go down to the Orderly Room at 1:45 so wo

p hi
now
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something important and will want to let you know about it.

I will continue now and try to finish this letter unless | haveinterruption again. We had to go over to the
Orderly Room and then they sent us over to the Dispenc:¢
disease and got a booster shot for the flu.

We have to have our duffle bags over to the dydeom at 3:15 and they are going to ship them up there
for wus. We have to be ready to | eave at 6:45 in the m
have to stand roll call in the morning.

| just bought a jacket from a fellow f&3.00. It was a blouse and he had it cut down and looks pretty
good. | am going to send it home and then have it dyed a different color to use after | get out.

Wel | Darl ing, Il 61l c¢close for this tirfioenmaagdn wi | | pr
|l 6m going to shave and shower now as | found out that |
tonight to come down and go to the show with him. The Sargent said that | could go if | would be back before
Midnight as we are restricted at that time.

Remember Darling that | love you with all of my heart.

Al | your | etters really mean a | ot to me and | onl vy
back and forth in letters.

All my love and kisse
Your Sweetheart
Clayton

Butte, Nebraska
January 26, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

| just finished a little squabble with that Brothén - law of mine so maybe if | try it with you, you will let
mewin-you aer@adtohfight back. I was trying to hang orang
him.

| received your swell letter this morning, honey, and | was really happy to hear from you. | sure hope we
get the mail tomorrow and | get another orenf you. Your letters are wonderful, Honey, and | just look forward to
each one.

Honey, I am so hungry that | dondt know what to do
pop corn, candy, fried chicken, prunilla pie and many more deficiodt hi ngs Huogary bé ml seaml ctr Avi n
Aipigs in the blanketodo and if | donét get some pretty s
Pigs-in-the-b| anket are really delicious. themlveryoftem buethey oo har d
are really good. |l 61l feed you some when you get home.

Well, Honey, it is 10:00 and Mother wants to go to bed so maybe | had better sign off. So Sorry | had to
cut this short.
Remember, Darling, | love you, e you, | love you.

All my love
U - R Sweetheart
| love you Elaine
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Butte, Nebraska
January 27, 1946
My Darling Clayton,
As we didnét get the mail this morning I candét answ
Gradma Rei serdéds and Uncle Earl 6s were up here for di
Anniversary. Gee! That is a long time and they say they are good for another ten years. Might be true and | sure
hope that it is.
Wel | | H o n e yor ond tliingn  Galemtipeysoldfhis truck. Goodie! Goodie! He sold it to Butch
and Doris Koenig. That happened already | ast week. [
woul dnodt .
Oh! Honey! Raymond bought another car. MervinFue r 6 Bordb 8 89 he wonét have it |

ni ght, I 611 bet . You should be home. Yes, dear for m
that you want. Ha'!l Or dondt you wa rknowhbuntyedirsttoldeta i s t he
Pl ymout h and | dondt know what it is to get a Buick. |
others today. I hope he does because | do | ielaeif AChevi «
I were riding in another Chevie because | | ove Raymond

Honey, it is a good thing that Jean didnodét get one

plenty of sadness now when her Gratlér passed away. He has always been like a father to her and now | can
imagine her sorrow.

We are going to my uncles tonight to a Birthday Party. It is almost too cold but | suppose we will go
anyway. | have to get ready now. Will let you know hotuins out.

All my love to you Darling.

Your Sweetheart,
Elaine
| love you Darling

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
C.I.C. Center
Holabird Sig. Depot
Baltimore, 19- Md.
January 27, 1946
My Darling Elaire:

Well, Honey, here | am in another Camp and will be here for a while. We left Pickett yesterday morning at
8:00 and arrived here at 1:00 last night. It should have taken us about six hours but had to sidetrack too many times
for other trains. It waa fairly nice trip as we got to see a lot of country and towns. It took us over an hour to get
through Washington so got to see a lot of the town.

We are to train here from five to twelve weeks and then go overseas and replace the fellows who are now
doing this kind of work. We are to train in fingerprinting, lock picking, safe cracking, and the basic of the Japanese
and German languages.

We are to be interviewed sometime tomorrow and if t
we will be put in a casual company and will be sent overseas as an ordinary replacement and while we are in this
company we will have to do the details and dirty work here.

We will be in this area for only a couple of days and then move to another bunch of darddakart our
training. We asked how we were chosen to take this training and they said that an order was sent to Pickett for so
many men with the highest .Q. score and we were either the lucky or unlucky ones.

This is a small camp and has around 8,6@&n here. They have a motor pool and this Counter Intelligence
Corps here. ltis just at the edge of town and we can catch a streetcar on this street and be downtown in ten minutes.
We can look across the street and see the apartment houses,dadgbuénd neon signs. We can even see the beer
and |iquor signs but as yet they havendt bothered me.

They have P.W.s working in the mess hall so we doné
wonderful and the Mess Sargent said that he agipell for having a poor supper last night but it was better than in
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any other camp. The coffee tastes more like that in a cafe.
As soon as we get in another company and start training we will get a Class B pass which is goed from 5
12 each night and fro®00 Friday night until 6:00 Monday morning. That way we will be able to go a little farther
on a weekend pass but dondét get Wednesday afternoon of i
York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia if possible. Iyphope that | will be qualified for this training as | would enjoy

something |Iike that and sure dondét want to be in that
It was fairly warm and a nice night last night but were really surprised this morning to see about an inch of
snow he e . The snow wondt | ast very |l ong as the sun is ni

we could go up town this afternoon but we are restricted to the barracks but can go to the show or P.X. as long as we
sign out to where we aré so that they can find us if they want to. | think | will go to the show this afternoon just to
pass the time away. AiCinderella Joneso is playing and
Wel | Darl ing, I candt t hi nkayasfl waathoywritento thesfolks yet wr i t e s
and Kimball said to write to him also.
All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
| love you Honey.

PFC. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
C.1.C. Center

Holabird Signal Depot

Baltimore, 19 Md.

P.S. The C.I1.C. stands for Counter Intelligence Corps

Butte, Nebraska
January 28, 1946
My Darling Clayton,
How do you |l i ke my pretty stationery, Honey? Wel |
al | i sg26t it hone
| received two swell letters from you this morning, Darling, and they were wonderful. The one that you
wrote January 24th was the one that made me very happy.
Gee Darling! | thirgk shat ywoo arel Fappy abdut it h@eneydmakes me even happier. | sure would
like to see you , especially now if you are happy. | like to see you that way, you Sweetheart, you. | have started
living on the second floor, already. | feel so-up - the- air and honey it is all on account of you.

Honey, dondét make me mad by praising my teaching.
| am out of this school house | want to forget about it and everything that happened in it.ng é&aahight and |
l'i ke it but it just isndt my greatest desire. Il have |

Floyd stays out of the way and lets Raymond and | do as we wish. Honey, we want to move to Spencer as Raymond
will have a $200 a month job within the next month unless things go smash all of a sudden, and then there is another
job that I am thinking about (pretty much). | am really and truly undecided though because | promised my Mother

that | would teachthreeyeaasn d | dondét want to break my promi se espec
I have to make up my mind by March, though but | su
way but | d8m hoping for the best. Do you have any i dea:
Gee! Hong! | can sure tell now that you were thinking a lot about the future months when you signed up.
Sweet heart, I di dnot -ekpeaaly sd socn aftereve stagted datimge- hdawhlal effedt a d

you now or has all of that feeling woaway already? | heard another trick to that deal the other day, too. When
you get out the next time,-ypouawoeradygeecanyenvushating
I't is worse than the onemiethbughv Ba! sladt . I canét catch an:
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Oh, Honey, do you remember that swell dream you had
Well, it justneverwill be now so you can imagine what happened. Gee! But | love here so that | just hate to believe
it. It justseems that it is impossible.

AiOur o other brother Richard wrote and said that he
perhaps would settle down a Iittle more firm. There i
you ae the only one out of the family that knows it.

Oh! Honey! |l guess Spencer is alright. I al ways
really have, Butte never was any good. | never did like Butte, did I? (You have heard me s#yriges®w
havendt you?) I f you say fAyeso, then | witophew @l I you

Just like the other night. Mother told me that | could have the cup and saucer out of the oatmeal if | would
eitherdrink mlk@ cof fee out of it at two meals each day. They
more than a cup & saucer to get me to drink either one. We fooled around from the time | got home from school
unt il AiSupper timed kwotst wéubthdMoghee woubdndt eit hel
supper, | went over to Daddy and put my arms around his neck and asked him if | could have that cup and saucer
that he got in the oatmeal thadt dwgnt He saidowel dih @dwné
is trying to get Daddy to make me eat oat meal if I get
is for sure. We sure have a big time about it. You should hear us. (I wish you could).yBetihia a good thing
t hat yspmetimesn 6t

The party |l ast night wasnét too bad. We had a very
Two people were each given a wooden paddle (flat) and five peanuts. We had to put a peanatdutethegik
across the room and put the peanut in the pan and return to get each peanut; if they fell off you had to pick it up, go

back, touch the table with it and start all over . Mo r
to. The eggs were boiled but no one knew it. Was that ever fun!! Then my uncle said that they should be real
sports and use fireal 06 eggs as he called them, so he ani
and walked right over to the pdust so easy and then when he got there he pushed it into the pan, afraid that he
mi ght drop it, and it jumped out, hit the wall and weni

time getting it there but he did even though it took hiritega while. More fun!! Then we played cards. Raymond
won high for the men, my Uncle Dan, second high, and Lois Jordan second high for the women. | had nine out of
fourteen. Lois had never played before so my awihner always went around helpigpher and she won eleven
games. That was pretty good, | think. | enjoy playing cards but | just never play to keep in practice. This is the
second time | played since last October. The time | played between was the 28th of Deatomfmar remember

that night? Who are the best players, honey? fithe youncg
l ady. ?0 You just donét know how to play cards but | 6m
to it while you are in the Any. Ahem! Ahem! As if | could stop you if you wanted to do it.

Honey, you asked me if | would let you get plastered atthatex di er s ficonf erence. 0 w
wel | that | wouldnét | i ke -iwhatwoult pulsaybstatted smoking? Yoo, u t ak e
know, |l 6d |l ove you that much more i f you wouldndt as Yy
do | ove me, I know you wonot I know you | ove me, so |

Honey, | keep tkaming that my cousin Arthur is coming home. The other night was the third time for it.

Woul dnét | be happy if he really did come home! ! He |
be home soon. He hasbeeninayearlastaluid acr oss since | ast Jan. 1st, 194¢
him so | keep praying that hedll be home soon. Dondt
soon and you can guess who t Iddie Ghirrsmr! canét you, honey?

My pupils are having club meeting now so | am real/l
it?

Honey, thdittle reason that kept me from wanting you to go across was that | thought you would want your
ring. I supposeitat you still do but 1 6m hoping.

Lois J. is working at our place for a little while now while Evelyn and Floyd are getting things ready to
move. She is going to Bonesteel to a dance tomorrow night. A large orchestra is going to play. She says that she

going with Floyd Johnson but | cané6t believe it. I'n f
could go along. Nice isndt it? There arendédt many ki d:
often.l shoul dndét make that sound as though they I ike me,
even i f he had his girl unl ess it would be Aourd cousi |
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Wel | Darl ing, | Oolhéar fom you torhoirav. s hort, hoping t
Wi shing you the Best of Luck, Sweetheart. I
Your Sweetheart
Elaine

ol 1 sig

| love You Sweetheatrt, | do

Honey, you mentioned in your letter about trucking. If you want to truakpgohaps would be happier doing that

very thing, wouldnét you? But even if | would |like to
Remember it is only eleven more months. Yi ppee!! Wh e
i magine how | |l ove you or-ldeegdu, | 6 pood Swebtihoighate i t t i B s us:
Darling.

Elaine

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
C.1.C. Center
Holabird Signal Depot
Baltimore, 19 Maryland
January 28, 1946
My Darling Elaine:

| just came back from the P.X. so will drop you a few lines before | retire for the night. We went over to
supper and stopped at the P.X. to get some stationery, ink, and razor bladesorhsant my buddies sitting at a
table talking and then we started drinking beer. I s u|
do any good to feel sorry now as | have already done it. | started with one bottle and it went downtsatdood
drank a couple more and then quit.

Part of the fellows were called out this morning to take their interview and the rest of us did this afternoon.
The only thing we did was fill out a bunch of papers giving our life history, education, parergs, mames of our
creditors and a list of five references. There were sixteen sheets to fill out on both sides and it all had to be printed
so took almost all afternoon. We had to give them all of these references so that the F.B.I. could investgate us.
have to go back tomorrow morning and go over these papers with a Lieutenant to see that we have them filled
correctly and then have to take a written test. The test is just giving the opposite for a list of words.

| heard tonight that out of theaup interviewed this morning only one man was rejected and that was
because he was too old. They said that there is one chance out of a thousand of getting rejected and that is if they
find out that a person has a bad reputation or something. Apersdhca f | unk t he schooling but
harder we studied the better it would be for us when we got across.
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They said that if we were rejected that we would get stationed here in Headquarters. | would just about as
soon get stationed here asvould be a very good deal here. The Colonel told us today that most of us would be
assigned to companies yet this week and would start training next Monday. The sooner we get assigned to a
company the sooner we can get passes and will get paid sooner.

Two of the fellows who came up here with me from that Company in Pickett are in this same barracks but
one is downstairs and two of us upstairs. The fellow up here is from Wichita, Kansas and the other from near Sioux
City. The fellow that sleeps abowee is from Westpoint, Nebr. and | have seen him several times when | went to
Omaha with Gallentine as he drives a truck also.

This is really a swell bunch of fellows here. | guess they must have picked the best ones as they are all
friendlyandonedeen 6t t hink he is any better than the others.
Most of them are older men and all married except two of us upstairs here.

They told us today that we were the first group like this to take thisrtgaiimhe others were former F.B.1.
men or something. They want men between 22 and 28 and prefer men with a child or two as they figure that they
have had a little more responsibility than us single ones.

Wel | Darl ing, I 61 Il ofenly mve ¢hatfvayandtogyauiordyht and send a

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
| love you Sweetheart

Butte, Nebraska
January 29, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

Honey, | 6m di sappoi mnhaead prett ddod hlinehhyt Rerhaps youlveere Shipped t
out , and how I &d&m hoping thayou.tdo waGh!t o Hsoconeey ,p | labcne stoh ahta
have to go overseas.

We received a letter from Richard today. He has been mov@ddamp at Monterey, California and is
assigned to a truck. That is his job wuntil his year i
job? You can imagine that he is just plenty pleased about it.

ThereisabigdanceinBonese | t oni ght . Everyone around is going
they have Scarlet fever up there. I have had the Scarl
I am just a little Obeet sceered. 6

Evelyn & Floyd are surbaving a time getting started again. If one has to go through all of that they can
count me out. She thinksitisgreatfum t must be. Fl oyd wants fithiso and s
she can just want f tehhattl believe thatd had bhetter sgmatf befoee | getrsonre lof it Hogvm
in black on white. So under the circumstances, Darling, please forgive me, will you?

Wel |l , goodnight, Sweetheart. I 61l write again tomo
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All my love,
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine

I love you Darling

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
C.1.C. Center

Holabird Signal Depot

Baltimore, 19 Maryland

January 29, 1946

My Darling Elaine:

Another wonderfuldag | most gone but it wouldndét be perfect wi
a little while this evening.

We had to go over for that interview at 8:00 this morning which took about an hour. A Lieutenant went
over our papers with us and said that were free to ask him any questions that we wanted to. | asked him a little
about the training. He said that we would probably be
for two or three months that it all depended on how baglrteeded us overseas.

| asked him if they would call this job essential and whether we would get out when our year is up. He said
that this job wasnod6t decl ared essential and that we wo.!
if they did it would have a hard time keeping a Regular Army.

We had a formation at 1:00 this afternoon when they had roll call and then had close order drill for half
hour and just laid around the rest of the afternoon. We have to stand retreat at 4:45 towigte a letter to Tony
and one to Our Cousin Harold this afternoon just to be doing something.
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I f we keep this up very long I dm afraid that | wil!/
worse right along. If anybody looses weiglete it will be his own fault as we get plenty of rest and a lot to eat.
We had butterscotch pie for supper and | ate four pieces. They had a lot of pie and we got all we wanted.

There is a dance over at the Recreation Hall tonight so think | mazeboger and look the situation over.
They have been having a dance every Thursday night but not very many fellows go and are usually about two girls

for every man. They are serving free beer aratode eats t ol
100 beautiful Baltimore girls there so suppose there will be too many men but | am going over and see what it is
i ke. I doubt if I will do any dancing as | would rat|

while | might forget how. When | get home | intend to make up for some of the dances | have missed but it will
probably be so cold that | will want to stay home unless | can get home before | go overseas and | hope | do.

Honey, | have a little calendar and mark eachaféags it goes buy and have 334 days yet to go. It seems
|l i ke ages since | |l ast saw you and it was only 31 days
|l east it seems that way to me. blesy tueDarling, | love you domedt s eem
than words can tell and miss you very much.

Honey, I 61l close for tonight and send all of my 1o
All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart

Clayton.
| love you Honey

Butte, Nebraska
January 30, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

I canbét waste paper and write beneath the fl ower so

Oh! What a wonderful day this was! PM,theycathe dndt hav
after me and | bumed in town the rest of the day. It was a real blizzard. The wind blew terribly hard and it snowed
just that way. I f it wouldndt have been for your two |
I 61 | yaunguestons first honey, well about the garter. Itis O.K. with me. He would get a big kick
out of it. No, Darl i né, I wonét tell him so dondt wor |
love. It would perhaps thrilhimsoh at he coul dnét sl eep so well, so maybe

know how | feel when you tell me you love me.

Darl ing, I am wishing you the best of luck so that
one. Honey if C.l.Cstands for Counter Intelligence Corpshat does E.I.C. stand for? Excellent Intelligence
Corps? (Ha! ) Anyway, Il 61l admit that my middl e name
Like that to talk | have learned. Likeityoudd?he | ri sh | i ke that talk, and | rish

Oh! Darl i no, | received a |l etter from Miss Barnes
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Oh! Honey! | 6m scared to death. aveGaHoney they hawvdto.ai d t h af

| sure envy you your seeing of Washington. | would sure like to see President Truman but | hope that you
dondét get the chance because you woddfihitglydpornobbta bwayn tg etth aatc.
You migh go walking with her and that would make me jealous, very jealous, | am anyway.

Talking about being jealous reminded me of Donna Gallentine, you know why, well anyway one night
Raymond was dancing with her and she danced without a heel on her shbickldsame but really | did feel
sorry for her for | can imagine how | might have felt.

Well, Honey, | got rid of about $127.00 today in nothing flat. | bought two good milk cows to be fresh real
soon. Cattle were really cheap today as there werenoét
milk cows for me besides the rest of my postal savings. | really feel pretty good about all of it especially since | am
quite young yet and agome tax has gone down 3% or around there some place, anyway it is down a little thank
goodness.

Goodnight, Darling. Remember | love you with all my heart.

All my love, UR Sweet Hart
Elaine

| love you, Sweet Hart

Pfc. dayton L. Klasna 37770018
C.1.C. Center
Holabird Signal Depot
Baltimore, 19 Maryland
January 30, 1946
My Darling Elaine:

Honey, | &d&m going to start this | etter nowmdstut pr oba
time for Retreat and then we go over to supper after that.

This has been a very rough day for us and everyone is really tired. We had a formation at 8:00 and then we
came in and all laid down and were about asleep again when they blew the fehisthil call. That was all we did
this morning and had two formations this afternoon. The rest of the time we have either been playing cards or
|l aying on our beds. (Rough wasnét it ?)

They called us out about 3:30 for a formation but let us go esi#td out of the rain and they held mail
call there. 1 got a letter from Jim. The First Sargent read off a group of names of us who are transferring to a
training co. tomorrow. | was one of the thirty six going and as | am second on the list | aminegtaarde of the
group. We had to turn in our pillows, pillow cases and sheets right away and will take our blankets with us.

Most of the other fellows have already been transferred and we were beginning to think that we would be
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overinECompanybut guess not. E. Co. is the casual company an
Ki mball said that he hadndét been on orders yet to s
anxious to |l eave there. I 6 m s wtodeave theaet Hd said thantley wekel a me h i
sure to get shipped out in a couple of weeks as that camp is closing then.
Honey, I 61 I have to tell you about that wondd4erful
around a hundred girls there Butever saw very many that you could really call gémuking. There were about
t wo men for every girl so | just didnét even care to d:
pretzles so everyone got filled up. The building was arrangddiecorated beautifully and had nice soft lights and
wonder f ul musi c. It was I|like a night c¢club but for som

thoughts were of you and would have wanted to dance if you were here, or | wengitihe.

This fellow from Kansas and | went up to the Main P.X. right after supper to see what they had up there but
they were just closing so couldndédt buy anything but pl

Wel | , Swe et h etanight as | anbpletty tired, ar sheuldfl gay lazy, tonight and should write to
the folks yet.

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
| love you Honey.

My new address is

Pfc. C.L.K. 37770018

Co. G, 2nd. Bn., C.I.C. Cestt
Training Group 64

Holabird Signal Depot
Baltimore, (19) Maryland

Butte, Nebraska
January 31, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

This has been a pretty dull day again, Sweetheart, without a letter from you. | did get a letter from Camp
Pickett though, today. It was from a soldier, too but Honey, it was just a note saying that he was sorry that |
woul dndt correspond with him any more and tlay he has
fine,) and always will.

Honeyitist hat boy from Lynch that | told you about, and
written to him since a long time before Christmas, even before you came home Honey, and had forgotten about him.
Il &dm not mad at hi m dhinj. #Haney, yduiac thé anly ona that | wand to writeitot et

Mother is very bad tonight. She was feeling about the same when | got home this evening and we made ice
cream for supper and everything. About an hour ago she started getting worse aindithegraasing so much. |
hope that she gets better soon.

Honey, I am teaching the song AHome, Sweet, Homed t
Lesson Plans, | just stood there. | was in Spencer, dancing with you and all | coulihear w We | | Honey, t
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be the |l ast time for a Il ong time. o Then | felt your e
them back. Honey, | can hardly bear the thoughts, they are wonderful but they leave me so blue.

Honey,ifldondt stop right now, I owi | be crying and | &dm
one. 61l wait unti.l I get in bed so | can cover up m
great that my heart is aching for you. Véoyou, Darling.

Your Sweetheart,
Elaine

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018

Co. G., 2nd. Bn., Gp #64, C.I.C. Center
Holabird Signal Depot

Baltimore, 19 Maryland

January 31, 1946

My Darling Elaine:

| will write you a few lines this evening now that | have finally gotten situated and have a little free time
now.

We moved over here about 8:30 and had to get clean sheets and pillow cases and fix our beds, then
unpacked our clothed.have most of my things hanging up and have a foot locker full besides. This is the first time
that | have actually had things put away since | was home and every time | wanted something it was at the bottom of
my barracks bag.

The Captain came in argdve us a talk right after dinner and told us what he wanted u s to do around here.
He is really a swell fellow and everyone seems to |ike
mornings or Retreat in the evening if he could help it urdesseone messed up the works.
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We can get a pass to go to town tonight so | plan on going as this company is restricted over the weekend
for detail work and no one is allowed to leave camp. This fellow from Kansas wants me to go with him so | am
going togo and look the town over a little.

It was real foggy here last night and we could sure hear the fog horns of the boats out in the Bay. We are
about two miles from there and that is why we can hear them so plain.

| was looking at a map of this campdafound out that when we moved over here this morning that we
moved into the city of Baltimore as we are about a block inside of the city limits.

Wel | Darl ing, | 61l c¢close for now as | am going up
here so will mail this on the way over.

All my love and kisses,
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
| love you Honey

Butte, Nebraska
February 1, 1946

My Darling Clayton,

| received two swell letters from yathis morning dear, and | was really very happy to hear from you.
Already it had seemed like a long time since | had heard from you but it was just last Wednesday.

The first thing | am going to do Honey, is tell you what | received in the mail todagdsethe letters from
you. | received a letter from yes-- from Warren. | was so shocked that | was flabbergastiegture it-- me?

Anyway | just have to tell you about it. 't lwas i n an:
just caught up with him, it took until the 27th. | wondered why he acted so dumb when | mentioned that long letter

to him when he was home. He said it took him most of
Breakfasal by fThekl e me. And honey, he isnét mad about

talking, this sailor cousin of mine came up and put his arm around me and kissed my cheek. That is what made him

mad. He said that this sailor seemed to have himslstaked out already. It sorta makes me peeved. | guess when

we stood argueing about the dance, that i s when Don (m
said that | had that dance with him and | was going to dance it with him taorel\said that he must have annoyed
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me quite a bit if I had to call out the navy. Wwel | , al
anything. |l 6m going to write and | et hi mAfterheofindst hat he
that out, everything, perhaps willbe O.kkanyt hi ng just so he isndét angry at m
I 61l admit that we didnét acti nlithe causi nNolwu tStwraent é elair |
angry. I't wasndédt that bad. - Rremavhdn ye are alBrewell dwe db.i ke |t hi

Oh! Another thing, honey: He said that he was charging me for a box of aspirins because he had a headache, well
when | go to town tomorme | am going to get a box and send them to him just for meaness. Are you going to
di sown me pretty soon or haven6t you ever owned me or |

someone as | ong as it i s mémadawel, thdyicamglwalysoget bverritt | liketoem and |

make up after a fight. l'tdéds fun. But honey, as yet w
I I ove you so much that | donot oag@equite bften,iafact,n t hi nk

most of the time, but if we did disagree, you would win anyway. Like heck! Ha! Ha! For some reason, honey, this

|l etter just doesndt sound | i ke me but it elkindme, real |l y.

Apecky. 0O But honey that is the way | feel when | get |

you get home | wonét be pecky, do you suppose? But hol

shoul dn 6 tabortitbutl keep thenckazy thing busy in my mind all of the time. If | do change, | hope it is

for the better, afterall you wil!/| change too. That is

| oved you when ewauwheh yofi comebact. | and durke of that.v

Honey, | donét care if you drink but | sure donodt |
have a little but if they go beyond thatwell--Ho ne y , I know you tnigdtthdugh, dsgoure t oo m
letter sounded O.K. or were you camouflaging things?

I knew that you would start going to dances and esp
take me wrong, honey, | was just fooling.

Our brother Raymond and osisterin-law, Maxine Nordquist were here for supper again tonight. That is
the second night this week. |l &dm telling you honey, it
yet-- perhaps not more than two and not less than five yesause we always said that we were going to make it a
double header. He has to wait quite a few years for me, though | can tell him that. | like Max very much but Evelyn

has taught Darold to call her AAunetltisNisbasbadasifOald i s car |
would call you AUncle Claytonodo when you come. I f they
it when they arenoét . Furthermore, what | tocegokmy seen of
goose. Evelyn is so darn crabby that every time | | ool
bl owing a fuse any minute. Oh! Honey! I 61 1 be so haj

when they take Brold. He is such a Darling.

Wel | Darling, I guess | have bored you | ong enough
tomorrow- Li ke hel | . Someti mes | have to | et off steam but
just noticed that at a glance it doesndt | ook too good.

All my love,
Your Sweetheart, (I hope?)
Elaine

| love you, Darling
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Pfc. Clayton L. Kdsna 37770018
Co. G., 2nd. Bn. C.I.C. Center
Training Group 64
Holabird Signal Dept.
Baltimore, 19 Maryland
February 1, 1946

My Dearest Darling Elaine:

| just came back from getting the mail and was very dissapponteée n | di dndét get any.
forward to getting a letter from you as it has been a week now since | last heard from you. | thought that the mail
from Pickett would get here by now but gettingfrasonebt gott el
camp to another and when | was at Pickett the Mail Clerk was calling mail for fellows who had shipped out a week
or so before | got there so suppose it will be some time before that mail is received.

It has been a rather disagreeable ldane as it has been cold and windy all day. When we got up this
morning we almost froze as there wasndédt a bit of heat
now to be comfortable so | suppose we really will freeze tonight. Igad thing that we have two wool blankets
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and a comforter to cover up with. They felt very nice last night and will again tonight.

Six of us went up town last night to look it over a little and were rather dissappointed at what we saw. It
seemed rathredead and dull to us but | suppose we were in the wrong places as we probably could have found some
lively places if we would have had more time. We caught a streetcar out here and it took us about a half hour to get
downtown as it was pretty crowded astdpped at nearly every street. We went in a cafe and had a sandwich and
glass of beer and then went to a double feature show and came back to camp.

This Company is restricted this weekend and are to be on detail cleaning up the classrooms angbpicking
the papers around the Colonel 6s home. All of wus have
know just what it is but they want fifty men so suppose it will be cleaning the classrooms.

The Sargent told us the other day to alwayepkeur mouth shut and our eyes and ears open and not tell
anybody what we are doing here. He said that they had people up town watching us and if they caught us telling
anyone what we do here they would make us quit school. A Captain was in thattaaifghlesnd was really
watching us and finally asked one fellow where he was stationed and what he was doing. He said that he just got
here and didndét know what he was to do. That Captain
gues we really aren6ét even suppose to write to anyone wlt

We went over to the Main P.X. this morning and had breakfast again and then got a haircut. It seems like
that when we have an early breakfast and work so hard yirsg laround on our beds, | get awful hungry before
dinner. | have gained eleven pounds since | left home and am up to 172 now. If | keep it up I will really be
oversize. | always wanted to put on some more weight but when | do | never hold it. lbeaatsfied if | could
stay around 175.

Well, Honey, it is almost supper time so will close for tonight and wish you a lot of Sweet Dreams.

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart

Clayton Willie)
| love you Darling, with all oy heart.
Butte, Nebr.
Feb. 2, 1946
My Darling Clayton,
What a swell day'! But Honey, I didnét get a |l etter
that is reason enough.
Mother, Daddy, Evelyn, Floyd, Daroldandewwt t o O6 Nei I | for a |l ittle whil
do you think | saw? Well, | saw our brother Glen. | was really surprised to see him but when he went by it stunned
me so that | didnoét think to Aholl ero at hi m.
| am sitting here listeningpt t he r adi o. We haveno6ét had a radio in

old. Floyd just hooked this one up for a while. The most amusing thing | heard tonight was: A fellow had a cow
with the hickups and she was the easiest thing to milk. Yeshhe had to do was grab a hold and hang on.
Well, Darling, Daddy said make it short & sweet so he can put out the lights so this will have to do.
Anyway, Rem. | love you.
All my love,
Your Sweet heart
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Elaine
| love you Daling.

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. G,, 2nd. Bn., Gp. #64, C.I.C. Center
Holabird Signal Depot
Baltimore, 19 Maryland
February 2, 1946
My Dearest Elaine:

Hi Honey. Whatcha doing? | just got up and hadeuso will sit here and converse with you for a little
while. My buddy is shaving now and then we are going to the show.

All'l had to do last night was take ten men over to three classrooms, see that they cleaned them up and then
bring the fellowsbackl am second i n charge of this group so donodt
getting pretty good at giving orders and most of the fellows take them pretty well and obey me. When | get home |
will be so used to giving orders and haverthcarried out that | will probably be giving you orders.

We didndédt have anything to do this afternoon so | S
nice sleep and am rather tired now.

We just got back from the show and will finish thmwm We went over to the Main P.X. after the show
and had a few beers. | am getting to like that beer a little more all of time and am going to try to keep from drinking
very much but how | do enjoy a bottle or two once in a while. Do you object toodarey, if | drink a little? |
hope not as when a bunch of us sit around a have a few bottles of beer on the table it reminds me of when Tony,

Jerry, and | used to do about a year and a halef ago.
them again as we will all be different when we get out.
Wel |l , Darling, |1 &m going to call this the end tonig

will draw this conversation to an end.
All my love and kisses
Your Swedheart
Clayton
| Love you Sweetheart.
XXX XXX

Butte, Nebraska
February 3, 1946

My Darling Clayton,
This sure is a dead day, Honey. I have
t

mailonSud ays, | ately. We dondt get there at
miss those letters. What will | do when you find another?

nét heard fr

he right tir
Oh! Honey! Guess who | saw today. He is tall, good looking and a swell guputuh it was Daddy

Klasna. We were in the New Deal this morning when | saw a man go by the store door and into the station. He

came on through the station into the middle room but not where | could see him. Evelyn came in just then or |

would havegone@/r and call ed fADaddyodo t o s-ex@l mednArnieusedgdcagll | woul

him that so he said | could too. Really, it would take a lot of courage if | did it on my own accord but if someone
dared me to | woul dtnldduldjgstaoi. t hi nk about it fir
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FIl oyd just came home. He was up town helping Raymo
car.

Now | 611 go back to where | was. AiDaddyo was dri vi
any word youwanttol t wasnét Ford that | was thinking of but | s
Ahem! Oh'! Honey! I really |l ove to tease you. 't wa:

There is a technicolor show i n Spencaymondwlrdkeg ht , @A Wo

me. | could go with Deahut| w 0 n dot will | go with anyone else.
Wel | Darl ing, Il 6l'l try to write more | ater. Il hav

So long, Darling.

Good afternoon,

I love you Darlng.
All my love,
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine

Butte, Nebraska
February 4, 1946

My Darling Clayton,
Just one more fourth of a day left and | will be able to think straight again for awhile. fbenraorning
at 9:00 A.M. the County Supt., The Normal training teacher and the students will be out to my school. They stay a

whole hour and a half. | know | will really be nervous but sure hope that I live through it.

Honey, | really received the madday. Three letters from you and a card. Pretty good for me, eh? If |
woul dndt get those | etters from you | would go wild.

Sure, honey, | knew you would enjoy yourself at that dance but | still washftyou do drink that you
woul dnoét tell me - -a-bvby?twell it makes$ rhe want somehtao. Hal Hae
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Our brother, Raymond, was home again this evening but only for about three minutes. He and Max were
outriding thiseveninge he dropped in to get his shoes. I have an
she will change churches. She wants to but her mother says no. She is about old enough to know her own mind but
she has always listened to her mother and fmghwill continue to do so.

Sweetheart, | sure wish that you were here. You should here Darold and | go around here every night.
After supper he gets AnieAne (Aunt EIlaine) and fAinereo

iCayt otnohi mMigeso we do that too. We take your picture a
a big time. He says fACayton, sweet. o Just to tease m
really have a big time. Hegoesanod her e with your picture and says fACayt
darn cut e. Tonight he had an extra silly streak and h¢
AEddi e, shour. 0 He knows wonkyitidse dading eutetwhea hedakesfioar i s sour .
picture and |l oves it up and kisses it. Now dondét say |

Wel | Darling, if | dondt get to bed |61 inget shot.
the morning. Am | happy! Only 3 more months and two

Goodnight, Darling, Remember! | love you, dearly.

All my love
Your Sweetheart
Elaine

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasa 37770018
Co. G., 2nd Bn., Gp #64, C.I.C. Center
Holabird Signal Depot
Baltimore, 19 Maryland
February 4, 1946
My Darling Elaine:

Honey, Il 6m in a very good mood tonight bpapersam about
to fill out tonight and make two lists of all the men in this group. We had to take a bunch of notes while in class
today and have to write them in our notebooks. | really hit the jackpot on the mail today as | got fourteen letters this
noon andne letter and the paper this evening. Eight of those letters were from my Sweetheart, six from the folks
and one from our cousin Slug.
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I didnét have time to read all|l of my mail at noon s
fifty minutes and then have a ten minute break to have a smoke but | read your letters instead. We have fourty
minutes off at noon in which to eat, get our mail, and get ready to go to class again. We get up at 6 and be ready to
leave at 7:40 and get back hereSbyEight hours is quite a long school day and all we did is sit and listen to lectures
and take notes today. We have the same thing again tomorrow and | never did like a lecture.

When we get up every morning we have a certain way to make our bedsywone fixed them that way
this morning and about an hour later they told us to tear it all up and fold the bedding a certain way to let it air out
and then this noon we got clean sheets and pillow cases and then had to fix our beds again tonight.

Donisaid in his |letter about he and Evelyn. 't sounc
business. He said that Art Mills and him got into somi
coming home and used to go withher. Donsai d not to tel]l anyone about it as
about it.

My buddy wanted me to go up town with him tonight but | told him that | was going to stay here and write
a couple of letters and get some of my work in order. | shouléwria | ot of | etters but just
do it. Mom said that my Aunt & Uncle were down from Bonesteel and asked where | was and she also got a letter
from my Grandmother in Holt Co. so | should write to them also. There is a free Bingooganto the Rec. Hall
tonight. They give away a lot of prizes including a free telephone call anyplace in the States. | would go if | knew
that | would win the free phone call but doubt it very much. Pleasure comes first and then the heck witk. the wor
am going to write letters first tonight even if | donoi

The Colonel gave the first lecture this morning and told us all about the training and organization of C.I.C.
He said that whatever we were taught here is not toltdeéad@nyone else as it is all Secret Information. He said
t hat many people calll cC.1.C. AConfident I ndividual Cor |
means Counter Intelligence Corps.

What are you doing Darling? going into tmélking business for good? | knew that | should have bought
some milk cows at that sale so that you could have some more to milk. | think you can remember that night when |
told Sheridan about it.

So Gallentine finall y besgoihgdoOmaha with him angnfore butDagdyess | wo
wrote that he had our truck fixed up a little better so | will be able to go into business for myself. How about it
Honey? Or have you something to say about that. If | were home now | could have plarsinesbas Daddy
wrote that someone is always wanting him to haul something.

Wel | Sweet heart, I 61 1 close and say Goodnight for
All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton.
Pfc.Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. G., 2nd Bn., Gp #64, C.I.C. Center
Holabird Signal Depot
Baltimore, 19 Maryland
February 5, 1946
My Darling Elaine

I received your most wel come | erihdassnowhandsshonldben and w
paying attention to the teacher but am getting bored by listening to him. | am writing this now and he thinks | am
taking notes on his lecture as almost everyone else is but he would really be fooled if he only knew vauand.am

|l 6m so darn sl eepy this afternoon that | can hardly
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the second day and have to do it again tomorrow. If | ever have to sit through a lecture when | get out | will be
crazy or something asaim getting fed up on them already.

What is everyone doing up there? By the sounds of things a lot of them are getting engaged or hitched. It
would be different if this were leap year but | guess all of the boys coming back has something to dd wittdit. d n 6 t
know that Raymond and Maxine were getting that serious.
when gone from home.

|l dm really happy to hear that Warren isndt mad at vy
hardfeel ngs against me and | wouldnét |ike that so pretty
knock the daylights out of me but they say the bigger they are the harder they fall. | always try to stay on the good
side of the big fellowssodaso keep out of troubl e. Not that | 6m afrai
Honey, I 611 make this one short for today so wild/ C

am planning on going to town tonight so wouldndét write

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart

Clayton
I love you Darling.

Honey, why donét you want me to drink? I would 11k
only reason | do it is to try to drown my sorrows butasyeelv en 6t dr ank enough to do tha
will be able to do it.

Butte, Nebraska
February 6, 1946
My Darling Clayton,

This is a beautiful day, Honey but the snow is drifting very much. Yesterday it wgatladizzard. | came
to school about a quarter to eight and by ten thirty it was snowing and blowing so rapidly that when we went home
we had to go real slow because we could only see about
een see that far. We coul dndt see the fence posts, ei'f

home in this one. Boy! It was a bad one. Itis the worst one we had in ten gddig mile wind with it. We
heard over the radi@ast night that the Fairfax schools and on up the line, too the schools were closed but Fairfax is
practically in our own yard. The children were kept in the school house, they were there yet about 10:00 P. M. last
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ni ght . Doesnodt ,Honeyhd so good, does it

I was supposed to have Normal Trainers yesterday bu
forward to it and worry about iit, etc. I'f it would ha
have been wonderu | . This way it isnét so wowitleorkifisthére andll sure m

went home and sewed a dress besides. Pretty good for a kid, eh?

Right now it is 20 minutes until 1: Ossomewlldrop So f ar
in about 2 minutes to one. Boo! Hoo! | want to go home! | want to go home! If no one comes by 1:00 P.M. | can
go home. |l 6m telling yabd, honey, the 1|ife-norhorea school
teachingfor me. | have decided to get a job clerking or something of the sort next fall & winter. That would be
more fun. | sure hate to give up teaching, though, when it comes right dowatott. i s t he ki ds most |
know how | could get along witout them. Children really take the dullness out of life.

The mail man didndét go this morning so maybe | can n
No mailintwo dayst hat 6 s bad. He stopped yleesdwe ditatye bmdi Il Be@pws
have any letters in the box and the place | ooked sorta

I hear a car. I 81l bet anything that some of the K
plow. Only seven more minutes.

DefinitelyRaymo nd di dndédt come home | ast night. I sure get
he canét come tonight either. There isndédt a dance unt i
luck to have normal trainers on Wednesday morningsowo ul d have to stay home. That

it honey? Darn you, | love you so much.

Honey, last night was the worst one | had for a long time. | have laid awake every night for a couple of
weeks now, just thinking about you butlagmit | coul dndét sl eep for any | ength
about you and then go to sleep and dream about you. H

Well, Sweetheart, | am going outside now to see if anyone is coming and then califbgige them the
verdict so | had better trot along.

Well, I am all but ready to lock up.
So- so long, Sweetheart.

I love you, Darling,

All my love,
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018

Co. G, 2nd. Bn., Gp. #64, C.I.C. Center
Holabird Signal Depot

Baltimore, 19 Maryland

February 6, 1946

My Dearest Darling Elaine:

|l received your swell Il etter this noon leepydhatwi | | at't
am about ready for bed. | wrote some of my notes down in my notebook but got tired of that and quit.
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| went to town with my buddy last night and wish that | would have stayed here and went to bed although
I 611 admit | & ave went tpfouedifférgnt nightctules just to see what they were like. We would
go in and have a shot of whiskey or a beer and watch the floor show for a while and then go to another one. We
drank four bottles of beer and three shots of whiskey mavier fazed me a bit but my buddy got feeling pretty
good. He went back up town again tonight and wanted me to go along but | told him that | miss my sleep too much
to go again. | am going to the dance tomorrow night and then to town over the weekemgssget some sleep
tonight.

| had a pretty hard time staying awake in class today but when | went outside between classes | would
revive a little. Il 6m really getting sick andoftired of
the classes will be and they are really trying to pound a lot into us. They should give us longer time to learn this and
we could learn it better if we had to read it out of a book instead of someone telling it to us.

Honey, | sure wish that | werelittle closer to home as we get three days off two weeks from Friday on
Washingtondés Birthday. We get off at 5:00 on Thur s. n i
may go to New York or Philidelphia that weekend.

Tomorrow is goingo be a rather easy day as we have classes all morning and one hour afternoon and then
have the rest of the afternoon off to get paid and hav
they are going to give us a partial payment.

We can sure hear the fog horns today and tonight as
or four blocks. It rained a little last night and froze right away so everything was covered with ice and was pretty
slick this morning.

Say, thabrother of ours sure does get around a lot now days. | would very gladly trade jobs with him. |
ow | would Ilike it a |l ot better but dondt think he w

k
|l 6m afraid | would get pretty mad.

n
0
A Sagent told us today that if any of us wanted to study criminal investigation we could do it at night on

our own time. | would like to study it but eight hours of school each day is enough for me and | think everyone else
agrees to that as noone is studyat night.

Wel | Honey, I 61 1 close for tonight and mail this s

All my love and kisses
Your Sweetheart
Clayton
I love you Sweetheart.

Butte, Nebraska
February8, 1946
My Darling Clayton,
At last | am at ease and | am going to write a few lines to my Sweetheart.
| received your swell letter this morning, Honey. It is sure a good thing, too, as | needed some kind of
something to quiet my nerves. | was justtiyreervous, very much against my desires.
Honey, this morning, | had awful time. The first thing to top the whole thing efthe normal trainers
came about ten minutes late and just during the time between opening exercise, and first gradebangbete
stove blew up the lid flew off the top, the doors blew open and every thing soot flew all over me and everything
around. That part wasndédt too bad but just as | was ab
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very samehing happened. That really put my nerves on edge for the rest of the day. My whole self was all soot
and if it wouldno6t have been for Mrs. Fellers | donét |
blew all of it off of me thatshecousllo | woul dndét have to try and wash it o
fibl ack suhbuh!oElainenhas td wash her hair again tonight. More fun !!! Now if you were here maybe
you would help me would you? | can sure feature it, Hon Anyway- my morning was really a thrilling one, as
you can imagine.

So that instructords |l ecture was quite boring! Wh a
like to listen to them when you get back!!! Honey, what would have happernyed if he would have caught you
writing a letter? | would have been scared stiff to dd know too well what teachers do when they catch someone
writing notes or even letters even though | have never administered any sort of punishmemtrfamjthing else.

Yes, there really are a | ot of people getting Marr.i
Neoma Syfie are getting married Tuesday. | could sure tell you all about that wedding, what is going to take place,
eat and everythion In fact practically everything from the time they are going to get up (which is 5:00 A.M.) until
they go home after the dance Tuesday night. | heard her sister anthdiatetalking over the telephone
yesterday. They talked for twenty minutesly. Now listen Honey, as fast as these soldier boys learn to talk there

definitely isnét any need of Leap Year coming -around.
one in Leap Year so there i sndnanymareybarsd larealty gata kaek outrafy b e i n
telling them that.

Yes, Honey, Warren is pretty tall and | will admit that he fell pretty hard--f or me . Now, donot

me serious, | was only teasing.
Raymond and Max are getting pretty serious, whipney- he even put his arms around her last night
right in front of --Me+h. doWad n dRedln fieatdretttzatmataniilg fom me.

Anyway | wish that he would make up hsteknowibaotdhatisehi ch way
just me-- naturally.

Honey, about this drinking busi ness-welljustbedaose6t | i ke
But, Sweetheart, you asked me so | 61| tkedrihkingt bneveb ut pl e
did and never will. I dondt think it |l ooks nice and I
Honey, | donét quite see how it can drown any ones SOf |

have hat sorrow which is much worse than any others could be buy maybe | am wrong and Sweetheart | really
would like to have you quit, | would love it, Honey. Enough on that.

It is almost time to dismiss school so | suppose | should close. My biggestddisyriss school is so
that | can eat. There is a nice La Fama bar in my desk drawer that is really tempting me. Sure do wish you were
here to enjoy it with me.

I guess 10611 h donguntd rexttimMe.o se now so so

Remember, Darling, | love you thi all of my heart and | mean it. | am waiting for the day to come when
you will be back.

All my love,
Your Sweetheart,
Elaine

| love you, Sweetheart.

Pfc. Clayton L. Klasna 37770018
Co. G, 2nd. Bn., Gp #64, I&C. Center
Holabird Signal Depot
Baltimore, 19 Maryland
February 8, 1946

My Dearest Elaine:

I didndt write |l ast night so will do it today durin
then decided to go to the danc






